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be jettisoned, whether still loaded or
empty. It can even be dumped with its
bombs all set to “safe,” when preparing
to make an emergency landing on a
friendly airfield. It is also removable for
reloading, so that a plane can be
“bombed up” more or less like loading
a clip of cartridges into a rifle except
for the larger scale of the operation.
Primary feature, however, is the
method of delivering the bombs in nor-
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mal runs over a target. The bombs are
loaded on an endless chain conveyor
which is moved by a motor under con-
trol of pilot or bombardier. They are re-
leased one by one as they are brought
in line with a bomb chute. The opera-
tor can drop them singly, or he can de-
liver “sticks” or strings in any degree
of spacing he desires, by regulating the
speed of the motor.
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Race Prejudice

Is not inevitable and can be eliminated from society.
Tendencies which inevitably lead to biased racial feelings
could be redirected or suppressed.

» RACIAL PREJUDICE is “definitely”
not inevitable and can be eradicated
from a society, Dr. Scudder Mekeel, of
the University of Wisconsin and the
Julius Rosenwald Fund, declared to the
American Orthopsychiatric Association
meeting in Chicago.

A comparison of human societies, he
pointed out, shows that not only are
individuals modified for getting along
in a particular society but that such
modification often entails the controlling
or almost complete repression of many
human tendencies and needs.

Prejudice arises from certain tenden-
cies, he explained. First of all, there is
a definite tendency for groups to feel
superior to others. At the same time,
there is a tendency for aggressions and
anxieties to be projected on these “out-
groups.” Sometimes these are directed
against persons within the society as
scapegoats.

“However,” Dr. Mekeel stated, “it is
possible for such tendencies to be re-
directed or suppressed by society.”

He cited Hawaii, Brazil and Russia
as societies where racial prejudice is at
a minimum.

In our own society and culture, the
most significant thing about race preju-
dice is that it is socially sanctioned and
learned. It is a “ready-made and cultur-
ally normal outlet for at least mild forms
of hostility, fear and superiority.”
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Remedy for Race Riots

> A METHOD for overcoming preju-
dice of the intense kind that led to
zoot-suit disturbances and race riots in
Los Angeles last year was proposed by

Dr. Dorothy W. Baruch of that city.
Providing better jobs, better housing
and better recreational facilities and edu-
cation of the groups involved are not
enough to remedy the situation, she de-
clared.

The terrific hostility born of long pe-
riods of frustration and fear cannot so
easily be cured. Frequently, as ortho-
psychiatrists have learned, people can-
not use what is provided, whether it be
information and education, or a new
situation. Actual psychiatric treatment
is required.

Both the majority groups and the
minority groups, she said, must be
helped to do three things: first, to face
the fact that they have hostility in them;
second, to reduce its violence; third, to
handle knowingly left-over hostility that
cannot be drained.

From such treatment will come a
lessening of guilt, a growth in feelings
of personal strength and worth, a lessen-
ing of isolation and a growth in feelings
of mutuality and belonging. As a result,
and only by such methods, Dr. Baruch
believes, various peoples could live to-
gether safe from unreasoning attack and
free to work together toward the build-
ing of a new kind of world.
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ORDNANCE

New Semi-Automatic Rifle
Has Simple Construction

> A SEMI-AUTOMATIC rifle of sim-
plified construction, on which T. F.
Horan of New Haven, Conn., received
patent No. 2,341,780, is gas-operated,
like the Army’s model M-1, but instead
of having the take-off for the powder
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gas near the muzzle it has it only a
short distance in front of the chamber.
The piston has a short stroke, and does
not necessarily move parallel with the
bore; various alternative means are
shown for applying its power to a solid
rod-like piece of metal that thrusts back-
ward into the stock, which the inventor
calls an inertia member. This unlocks
and opens the breech, and at the same
time compresses a long helical spring
which furnishes the energy for the re-
turn stroke that inserts a new cartridge
and closes the breech.
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