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> THE HOUSEFLY had a relatively
short career as a recognized menace to
the health and efficiency of armies. Dur-
ing our brief war with Spain, in 1898,
typhoid fever was a terrible scourge
among our green troops living under
canvas. There were far more deaths
from this one disease in camps in our
southern states than there were from
enemy bullets in Cuba. Men died like
flies, the newspaper editorials lamented:
it was not suspected, except perhaps by
a few more advanced physicians, that
they were dying because of flies.

Crude attempts at camp sanitation
were the means of putting the housefly
on the spot, with damning evidence
against him. In the relatively primitive
camp set-ups of those days, kitchens and
mess-halls were unscreened, and flies
flew in by millions and crawled over the
food. Except that it was a nuisance, no-
body minded much; flies were so com-
monly regarded as harmless that in
“Baby Bye,” a contemporary nursery
jingle, there is mention of flies “walking
on eggs.”

In some of the most typhoid-ridden
camps it was noticed that many of the
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flies swarming over the troops’ food had
white stuff on their feet. It was quickly
realized that this was lime, and that it
could only have come from the latrine
pits. This was more than a little dis-
gusting in itself, but when the suspicion
was raised and rather quickly confirmed,
that the flies were carrying typhoid
germs on their feet and mouthparts, it
brought the medical profession and the
better informed lay public up in arms
against these buzzing messengers of
death.

The Spanish-American war was too
brief for much practical application to
be made of the new knowledge of the
peril that lay in permitting the fly to
continue with a free hand (or rather,
with six free feet) along his filthy way.
A vigorous antifly campaign was
launched over the country at large. It
was proposed to rename the insect “ty-
phoid fly” instead of his earlier innocu-
ous title of “housefly.” Screens for
houses and porches, as well as for less
formal structures like constructors’
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shacks and summer cabins, became in-
creasingly common. Quick disposal of
garbage and stable litter came to be the
rule.

Several new industrial and merchan-
dising developments aided indirectly in
the abatement of the fly menace. Sale of
many kinds of food in sealed packages
replaced bulk sales from open contain-
ers. Pasteurization and bottling of milk
became general, even in small communi-
ties. In cities at least, horses virtually
disappeared as the motor car age de-
veloped.

At the same time, medical research
produced and perfected the anti-typhoid
“shots,” which have an impregnable line
of defense against the fever that was once
the Army’s worst scourge. Fly and germ
have been beaten together.
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Pottery in everyday use in parts of
Mexico is almost identical with that
made and used by local Indians be-
fore the days of the Conquest.
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