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New Machines and Gadgetse

¢ STATIC-RESISTANT automobile
tires, or tires which develop decreased
electrical charges when the car is being
driven, may soon be available. They are
built, under a patented process, with a
layer of rubber containing carbon black,
or other electrically conductive material,
underlying the tread. The layer concen-
trates the charge and leads it into the

ground.
Science News Letter, April 15, 1944

#& EDIBLE RINDS of oranges and
other fruits can be removed and flaked
by an improved grater which is oper-
ated with a crank in a table attachment.
The orange is pressed by hand against
the grater edges in this patented Kitchen
gadget. Curved grater cutting edges,
spaced on the inside of a cup which the
crank rotates, have slots between them
through which the flecks of rind pass.

Science News Letter, April 15, 194}

& FRICTION-METERS have been
constructed which measure mechani-
cally the friction of fabric surfaces and
evaluate fiber finishes and their resist-
ance to slippage. Fabric purchasers are
interested in smoothness, sheen, creep
and wear-resistance; these are all asso-
ciated with the fabric’s frictional prop-
erties.

Science News Letter, April 15, 194}

& AN IMPROVED steerable parachute
is used by “smoke-jumpers” in the U. S.
Forest Service to reach forest fires in out-
of-the-way places by airplane. Two rope-

BIOCHEMISTRY

What food substance might be called an
elixir of youth? p. 252.
CARTOGRAPHY

What processes are involved in making an
Army map? p. 250.
CHEMISTRY

How can more alcohol be produced from
a given quantity of grain? p. 243.

What may fuels of the future be made
from? p. 245.

What new product has been made from
apples? p. 252.

What was probably the greatest single
factor in making mass production of peni-
cillin feasible? p. 245.

CHEMISTRY-MEDICINE

What radioactive substance may be a
weapon against cancer? p. 247.
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W %+ AN ELECTRICALLY heated over-

controlled slots which extend from the
parachute canopy are manipulated by
the jumper, who can thus select a land-
ing place. Photograph shows the chute in

use.
Scierice News Letter, April 15, 194}

% A TREATMENT tent, just patented,
is a tent within a tent which can be
used for giving sun baths, heat and
similar treatments. The inner tent has
a row of sockets in which light- and
ray-emitting electric globes may be in-
serted. The inside walls of the inner
tent are treated to reflect light and color

on the body of the user.
Science News Letter, April 15, 1944

MEDICINE

How may one type of shock be success-
fully treated? p. 253.

PHYSIOLOGY

What gland are the Nazis reported oper-
ating on to enable pilots to fly higher? p.
248.

PUBLIC HEALTH

What leads the list of causes of accidental
death? v. 247.

Why should hay fever sufferers
treatments now? p. 253.

start

RESEARCH

Why might reckless drafting of men in
research seriously affect the U. S. after
the war? p. 246.

TEXTILES

What new use is the Army making of
nylon? p. 248.
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coat and portable storage battery which
can easily be attached and detached is
now patented. The current from the bat-
tery, carried in a small hand case, is
turned on and off by the thumb with a
switch on the handle. Electrical connec-
tions through plugs on the end of the
sleeve break automatically when the case
1s set down.
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& NEW CEMENT has been developed
to hold component lenses in field cam-
eras. The cement will not discolor in ex-
treme desert heat or in temperature as
low as 60 degrees below zero. It is ex-
pected to replace natural Canadian bal-
sam as a transparent lens cement.
Science News Letter, April 15, 1944
If you want more information on the new
things described here, send a three-cent stamp to

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St., N. W., Wash-
ington 6, D. C., and ask for Gadget Bulletin 203.
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