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Unselective Service

Under-26 draft threat endangers America’s re-
search. Telegraphic survey shows that loss of technically
skilled young men would seriously hamper the war effort.

» THE PRESSURE for drafting all
young men under 26 is causing Amer-
ica’s research laboratories in government
and industry, working almost 1009, on
producing new weapons and materials
for war, to face one of their most serious
crises.

If the unselective induction of the
cream of America’s scientists and engi-
neers continues, there will be lost in large
part the magnificent research effort on
which the Army and Navy are relying
so heavily for new devices of war to
“maintain superiority over an enemy
who is desperately and skillfully depend-
ing on scientific skills.”

At most about 4,000 young men under
26 years of age will be turned into com-
bat troops if raiding of research labora-
tories is allowed to continue.

Many of these young men in their
present jobs are worth their weight in
generals. In the Army they would be
mere untrained inductees, months away
from any real service.

To assay the mounting danger, Sci-
ence Service has polled telegraphically
about a dozen of the leading research
laboratories in the nation.

The resecarch laboratories of Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology at Cam-
bridge, Mass., possibly the largest war
research center, have 478 of their tech-
nical staff engaged in war research who
are under 26. According to President
Karl T. Compton, who is also a member
of the National Defense Research Com-
mittee, all of these men are irreplaceable.
This number does not include 4F’s or
those released for physical disability.

“Selective service is rapidly becoming
no longer selective,” Dr. Compton de-
clared. “Until recently the draft boards
have been able to make intelligent deci-
sions on deferment of essential person-
nel.

“The serious danger in the present
pressure for mass induction,” Dr. Comp-
ton continued, “is the irreparable loss of
specialized knowledge for developing,
producing and operating those scientific
devices needed to maintain superiority
over an enemy who is desperately and
skillfully depending cn scientific skills
to match our unquestioned superiority

in mass production of standardized
weapons.

“In modern warfare, battles are won
in advance in the scientific laboratories,
for which much credit is due the patri-
otic young scientists. As the war ap-
proaches the decisive point many young
scientists have already been transferred
from the research laboratories at home
to the active theaters of war where they
serve in field laboratories or in con-
sulting groups to assist in securing most
effective war use of the new weapons.

“It is already impossible to meet the
demand for such experts in the field and
any mass induction of the young scien-
tists still in the laboratories would ren-
der impossible further supply of this
very urgent and highly individualized
special service.”

At General Electric Research Labora-
tories, Schenectady, N. Y., there are 29
out of 145 total technical staff who are
below 26, all of whom are irreplaceable,
Dr. W. D. Coolidge, director, reported.
The percentage of young men is highest
in new developments like radar.
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At Westinghouse Research Labora-
tories, East Pittsburgh, Pa., 329 of the
technical staff is affected by the below
26 draft, and Dr. L. W. Chubb, director,
declared that while the situation is too
confused to predict final outcome, induc-
tion of research workers will delay im-
portant war research.

In Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. research
laboratories there are 66 technically
trained college graduates under 26 and
this number, Dr. J. B. Rather, director,
stated, is much lower than formerly be-
cause of losses to the armed forces. De-
ferment of 41 has been requested of the
War Petroleum Administration, most of
whom are engaged in the 100 octane
aviation gasoline program.

“Dilution of technical staff by losses
and subsequent replacement with inex-
perienced women and non-technical peo-
ple has already resulted in reduction in
volume and quality of essential war
work and we expect the situation to get
worse as the year progresses,” Dr. Rather
said. :

At the National Bureau of Standards,
Washington, there are about 80 out of a
total personnel of 2,300 who are scien-
tists 22 to 25 and most of these are in
the new projects, many of them secret,
that the Army and the Navy are pushing
the hardest for results. Dr. E. C. Critten-
den, assistant director, explained that
mass induction would practically wipe
out some research projects of a most im-
portant nature in radio and other elec-

CARPET OF DEATH—Steaming lava of Mt. Vesuvius is shown creeping

towards the picturesque little town of San Sebastiano. The inhabitants of

the Italian village were évacuated by Allied forces, and only deserted build-

ings remain in the path of destruction of the smoldering volcano. (See SNL
April 1 and 15) Official U. S. Navy photograph.
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trical devices, for instance. Induction of
the scientists and their assignment back
to their old work is not possible under
Army regulations because it is an Army
rule not to station such men in uniform
in Washington.

In du Pont’s 30 research laboratories
scattered throughout the country about
20%, of the technically trained men are
under 26 and all are “virtually irreplace-
able at the present moment.”

Detailed information was not obtain-
able as to what the Navy will do to keep
about 500 or more scientists under 26 at
work on some of the most important
war research in the nation. These young
men are civilians in the Naval Research
Labordtory, the Naval Ordnance Labora-
tory, and other Navy research establish-
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ments. If the draft board pressure gets
too great, as it threatens, these scientists
will probably be given Navy commis-
sions. The only difference will be that
the tailors of Washington will be richer
by about $125,000 because of the $250
per commission uniform allowance. The
men will continue doing their present
essential jobs.

Among the dozen typical research
laboratories queried, only one had no
real under-26 draft problem. That was
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn.,
where only one non-physician will te
affected, although most of the research
there by 35 physicians is on aviation
medicine or otherwise related to war
medicine.
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6-Hour Gonorrhea Cure

Sulfa-resistant disease in women can be eradicated
by a brief treatment with penicillin. Previously reported
successful cures have been in men.

» SULFA-DRUG-RESISTANT gono:-
rhea in women can be cured by peni-
cillin treatment in six hours, Dr. Alfred
Cohn, Dr. William E. Studdiford and
Dr. Isaak Grunstein, of New York, re-
port. (Journal, American Medical As-
sociation, April 15).

Previously reported successful peni-
cillin treatments of sulfa-drug-resistant
gonorrhea have been in cases in men.
The New York doctors treated 44 wom-
en, 42 of whom had not been cured
by at least two courses of sulfathiazole
treatment. The other two were hyper-
sensitive to sulfa drugs and were there-
fore given the penicillin.

“All 44 patients were apparently
cured by penicillin treatment,” the doc-
tors report.

PSYCHOLOGY

In one case a relapse occurred on
the second day after treatment was
stopped. This patient had received only
50,000 Oxford units of penicillin. After
further treatment with 100,000 units,
bacteriological tests showed she was
cured.

A total dosage of 75,000 units given
in three doses within six hours appears
to be a satisfactory scheme of treat-
ment. The penicillin is given by hypo-
dermic injection into the muscles and
the patients do not have to be in bed.

If further studies confirm these pre-
liminary ones, “it will be possible,”
the doctors state, “to control sulfona-
mide-resistant gonorrhea by one-day
treatment of ambulatory patients.”
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Summer Children Brighter

» THE POPULAR idea that the season
in which a child is conceived influences
his mentality has been exploded by Dr.
J. A. Fraser Roberts, director of the
Burden Mental Research Department,
Stoke Park Colony, Bristol.

Although it is an established fact that
summer children, whose birth months
are May to October, are brighter than
winter children, whose birth months are
November to April, it is the intelligence

of the parents and not the season which
accounts for this difference, Dr. Roberts
reports. (British Medical Journal, March
4

)Unfortunately for those who thought
that planning the season of birth would
produce more intelligent offspring, and
for those searching for conditions which
made certain seasons favorable and hop-
ing to create those conditions in other
seasons, Dr. Roberts’ studies demonstrat-

ed the fallacy of these eugenic beliefs.

Intelligence tests were given to 244
pairs of Bath, England, children born
to the same parents, one in each case
being born in the winter and one in
the summer.

Although the summer children had a
slight edge over the winter group, the
difference between summer and winter
children of the same family were negli-
gible.

Scores made on tests taken by the
cleverest, median and dullest chosen
from the summer children were practical-
ly the same among the same group in
the winter children.
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