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The Early Worm

> ROBINS, when they appear on their
northward migration, are universally
taken as the first authentic sign of spring.
No one can resist robins. They are any-
thing but shy; you always know when
they hit town. They are as shoutingly op-
timistic as Walt Whitman, as cheerfully
conspicuous as a convention of Legion-
raires or Shriners. They are the go-
getters among birds.

What they go-get, in early spring at
least, seems to be mostly earthworms.
How they spot them nobody seems to
know. But you’ll see a robin make a few
dirt scattering dabs with his beak, then
haul the luckless annelid up and gobble
it down. When we see a robin in a tug-
of-war with a worm, we all forget the
traditional American sympathy for the
underdog and root for the robin.

Actually, if we were mindful of our
own selfish interests as human beings,
we’'d be pulling for the worm—maybe
even throwing clods at the robin to
make him desist from his murderous
assault. For earthworms are among the
most useful of all wild animals, in terms
of their importance to human welfare.
The millions of them that inhabit the
topsoil of every fertile field make a mass
contribution to our agriculture that would
be hard to estimate in dollars and cents.

For untold ages, earthworms have
been doing for the soil what man has
begun to do only with his latest inven-
tions—plow and fertilize it at the same
time. They make innumerable burrows,
which go to considerable depths. They
hide in these during the daytime and
reach out of them at night to seize and
drag back fragments of leaves for food.
The partly digested remains of this ma-
terial, mixed with earth that has passed
through their bodies and deposited as
“worm casts” at the mouths of the bur-
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rows, are a major factor in enriching
the soil with humus. The burrows them-
selves provide means for soil aeration,
help mightily in getting water into the
ground that would otherwise be lost as
runoff, and make root penetration much
easier.

Although robins and other birds do
take considerable toll of earthworms, it

... Bending light to the will of
) . man, making it accomplish
. miracles, this is the job that
optical glass does.

Creating the required types of glass, and
adapting them to the thousands of pre-
cision operations-they are to perform, is
the task of Bausch & Lomb, America’s
large scale producer of optical glass and
the only company currently producing
109 kinds.

Many of these glasses may look alike,
but to the optical expert each is different.
That difference is marked by specific
qualities of refraction, dispersion, and
transmission.

Why 109 Kinds of Optical Glass?
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is to be doubted that their inroads do
any real damage to agricultural inter-
ests. There are so many worms, and they
multiply so rapidly, that these small gaps
in their ranks are hardly noticeable.
Nevertheless, when we see a worm van-
ishing down a robin’s gullet we might
at least spare a sympathetic thought for
the poor thing.
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Only by having available all of these
types of glass . . . and the ability to create
new types when needed . . . has Bausch &
Lomb been able to meet the optical instru-
ment needs of science and industry in
times of peace . . . the needs of our armed
forces for highly precise military optical
instruments. Bausch & Lomb Optical Co.,
Rochester 2, New York.

BAUSCH & LOMB
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Makers of Optical Glass and a Complete Line of Optical Instruments for Military
Use, Education, Research, Industry, and Eyesight Correction and Conservation
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