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‘New Machines And Gadgets.

¢ NOZZLE VALVE for garden hose
starts, regulates and stops the flow of
water by the position of the hand holding
it. The valve is in a short length of hose
coupled in the line just behind the reg-
ular nozzle. It cuts off the water as
effectively as the faucet to which the hose
1s attached.
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# TABLE COVER, made of a thin,
transparent, tough plastic, protects a
linen cloth, yet allows the pattern to
show through. Spills and stains do not
penetrate it, and can be wiped off with
a damp cloth. The plastic film drapes
softly and falls with the folds of the linen.
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& SIDE WALLS of glass fiber, alumi-
num and steel are used in certain labora-
tories to shield electrical experiments
within from outside atmospheric elec-
tricity. Prefabricated panels have a layer
of glass fiber between a flat sheet of alumi-
num and a fluted sheet of steel.
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# PHOTOPHONE, used by the Ger-
man Army, provides for short-distancce
voice communication over a beam of
light. It uses a narrow beam of white,
red or invisible infra-red waves. The
sending equipment looks like a pair of
oversized binoculars on a tripod. The re-
ceiver uses a photoelectric cell and am-

plifiers.
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AERONAUTICS

How do British and American efforts to
build supersonic planes compare? p. 131.

What does laminar flow do for airplane
flying? p. 133.
AGRICULTURE

How do the Russians grow red, brown
and green cotton fibers? p. 141

‘What new chemicals are being used to com-
bat the tomato blight? p. 131.
ARCHAEOLOGY

In what country have the remains of
fire-worshipers been found? p. 134.
ASTRONOMY

What important theory of physics aids in
tracing the location of planets? p. 138.
GENERAL SCIENCE

‘What steps are being taken to defer scien-
tific workers and teachers? p. 130.

Where published sources are used they are cited.

Question Box

% FLUORESCENT nursery lamp
gives a pastel-colored glow, too soft to
disturb sleep but light enough for par-
ents to see their sleeping children at night.
Made of a zinc alloy coated with chip-
proof baked enamel, it comes in bear
and kitten designs.
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% BARBECUE equipment for picnics
1s a complete unit, mounted on two
wheels and moved around with a handle
bar. It contains a fire box and grill, and
a working table with trays below for
provisions, tools and ice cubes. Con-

ICHTHYOLOGY

What useful purpose do sharks serve in
the world? p. 142.
MEDICINE

What drug is now considered helpful in
treating alcoholics? p. 9.
PHYSICS

In what country have radioactive echoes
of the Bikini blast been recorded? p. 136.
PHYSIOLOGY

What advice is given to housewives to
make their work easier? p. 132
PSYCHOLOGY

Are truck-drivers sometimes smarter than
their bosses? p. 134
PUBLIC HEALTH

Soil aids in what way to dispose of waste
from the manufacture of penicillin? p. 137.
RADIO

How will spots on the sun influence radio
reception in the next few years? p. 185
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structed of stainless aluminum, it also has
a built-in warming oven.
Science News Letter, August 31, 1946

% RADIOACTIVITY detector, al-
most small enough to slide into an over-
coat pocket, is a complete unit with bat-
tery. It can locate radioactive ores and
evaluate their strength, locate lost ra-
dium, and indicate conditions unsafe be-
cause of radioactivity. It uses a Geiger-
Muller counter tube.

Science News Letter, August 81, 1946

L+  WRIST PURSE has a place for fold-
ed money with an opening on the under
side and holds an ordinary wrist watch
on its face. In appearance it resembles a
wide watch band, and does not indicate
that it has a hidden money pocket.
Science News Letter, August 31, 1946

If you want more information on the new
things described here, send a three-cent stamp
to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St., N.
Washington 6, D. C., and ask for Gadget Bulletin
326. To receive this Gadget Bulletin without
special request each week, remit $1.50 for. one
year’s subscription.
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