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ATOMIC POWER PILE—Diagram shows the principles of the pile,

marking man’s first effort to harness the atom for peacetime purposes.

Construction by the Monsanto Chemical Co. probably will get under way
sometime in 1947.

OCEANOGRAPHY

SeaWaveWarning Service

Principal headquarters will be in Honolulu to warn
coast dwellers of approaching sea waves like the one that
drowned Hawaiians last April.

» A WARNING service, to save lives
and minimize property damage from
earthquake-caused sea waves, is now be-
ing planned by the U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey. It will have its princi-
pal headquarters in Honolulu, with ad-
ditional seismological observatories at
Sitka and College, Alaska, and at Tuc-
son, Ariz.

Great sea waves, like the one that
drowned 140 people in Hawaii last
April, are caused by certain kinds of
submarine earthquakes. (See SNL, Nov.
16, 1946.) The exact mechanism of their
inception, however, is not yet under-
stood, states Comdr. Elliott B. Roberts,
chief of the Division of Geomagnetism
and Seismology of the Survey, so that
simply locating a submarine epicenter is
not sufficient basis for predicting a sea
wave. However, prompt location of epi-
centers is very important, so it is planned
to attach alarm devices to seismographs,
so that they will give notice the mo-
ment they begin to operate. It is also
planned to set out newly invented wave
detectors, to give notice of abnormal
movements in the water near the sea

waves’ points of origin.

Observation of abnormal behavior on
the part of the sea among the Aleutian
islands or along the upper coasts of
Alaska can be made, however, by prop-
erly located watchers, including Coast
Guard personnel. Radio warnings of a
sea wave thus caught in the act of get-
ting started can be sent by Army and
Navy radio, so that people on threat-
ened coasts can get to safe places, taking
valuable portable property and papers
with them.

Since sea waves travel at an amazingly
high speed, traversing the distance from
the Aleutians to Hawaii in as little as
five or six hours, it will be necessary to
have all the warning service set-up con-
stantly on the alert and ready to function
smoothly and with the utmost possible
quickness.

Since this is a pioneering effort, it will
probably require several months to give
observers the necessary special training,
as well as to get the interdepartmental
communications system into good run-
ning order.
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Fellowship Grants Are
Available for Students

» MORE THAN $15,000 in research
fellowships for advanced study in scien-
tific and industrial fields will be made
available for the scholastic year 1947-48
by the General Electric Company Edu-
cational Fund.

Funds from the Charles A. Coffin
Foundation and the Gerard Swope
Foundation are being awarded for finan-
cial assistance up to $1,500 annually for
students seeking to continue research
work. An additional $500 grant for ap-
paratus may be made. Applications dead-
line for the fellowships is Jan. 1, 1947.

Science News Letter, November 30, 1946

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

Vol. 50 NOVEMBER 30, 1946 No. 22

The weekly summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE,
Inc., 1719 N St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.
NOrth 2255. Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subscriptions—§5.00 a year; two years, $8.00;
15 cents a copy. Back numbers more than six
months old, if still available, 25 cents.

Copyright, 1946, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicate
services issued by Science Service.

Entered as second class matter at the post
office at Washington, D. C., under the Act of
March 8, 1879. Established in mimeographed
form March 18, 1922, Title registered as trade-
mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Offices. In-
dexed in Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature,
Abridged Guide, and the Engineering Index.

The New York Museum of Science and In-
dustry has elected SCIENCE NEWS LETTER as its
official publication to be received by its members.

Member Audit Bureau of Circulation. Adver-
tising Representatives: Howland and Howland,
Inc., 393 7th Ave., N.Y.C., PEnnsylvania 6-5566,
and 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, STate 4439.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of
Science organized 1921 as a non-profit cor-
poration.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science:
Edwin G. Conklin, American Philosophical So-
ciety; Otis W. Caldwell, Boyce Thompson
Institute for Plant Research; Willard L. Valen-
tine, Editor of Science. Nominated by the
National Academy of Sciences: Harlow Shapley,
Harvard College Observatory; Warren H. Lewis,
Wistar Institute; R. A. Millikan, California
Institute of Technology. Nominated by the Na-
tional Research Council: Hugh S. Taylor, Prince-
ton University; Ross G. Harrison, Yale Uni-
versity ; Alexander Wetmore, Secretary, Smith-
sonian Institution. Nominated by the Journalistic
Profession: A. H. Kirchhofer, Buffalo Evening
News; Neil H. Swanson, Executive Editor, Sun
Papers; O. W. Riegel, Washington and Lee
School of Journalism. Nominated by the E. W.
Scripps Estate: Max B. Cook, Scripps Howard
Newspapers; H. L. Smithton, Executive Agent of
E. W. Scripps Trust; Frank R. Ford, Evans-
ville Press.

Officers—President: Harlow Shapley. Vice
President and Chairman of Executive Commit-
tee: Alexander Wetmore. Treasurer: Frank R.
Ford. Secretary: Watson Davis.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Writers: Frank
Thone, Jane Stafford, Marjorie Van de Water,
A. C. Monahan, Martha G. Morrow, Ronald
Ross. Science Clubs of America: Joseph H.
Kraus, Margaret E. Patterson, Henry Platt.
Photography: Fremont Davis. Sales and Adver-
tiging: Hallie Jenkins. Production: Dorothy
Reynolds.

The Science News-Letter. ®

www.jstor.org



