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- New Machines and Gadgets -

& SEAM RIPPER, for the busy house-
wife, is a flat piece of metal about
four inches long, shaped to fit the hand.
Its hooked end is sharpened on the upper
side, and slightly knobbed to help pull
out the threads. There also is a tiny
cutting edge on the upper side of the
handle to open the seam.
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% LUXURY DESK for a busy execu-
tive has a built-in electric razor, radio
receiver, automatic device to take dicta-
tion, and a top so finished that a lighted
cigaret will leave no mark on it. Not
yet available, it is adjustable in height
10 accommodate the user, and has draw-
ers with an improved “finger-tip” action.

Science News Letter, December 14, 1946

& ROUGHNESS METER, to measure
the roughness of rubber surfaces, oper-
ates by determining the resistance of a
stream of air passed between the surface
and a smooth plate resting upon it. The
rougher the surface, the more the air
that gets through.
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s ELECTRONIC stop-watch accu-
rately clocks one millionth of a second.
When used in conjunction with photo-
cell triggering devices, it makes it pos-
sible not only to measure the speeds of
objects at high velocity, but also pro-
duces acceleration curves to show changes
in speed.
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ARCHITECTURE
What care should you take in building an
adobe house? p. 376.
BACTERIOLOGY
Why is canned tomato juice scarce? p.
2.

BOTANY

What Christmas greens should you not
buy? p. 380.

CHEMISTRY

From what is formaldehyde made in a
new process? p. 376

What is the color indicator used to detect
traces of carbon monoxide? p. 376.

I Where published sources are used they are cited.

Question Box

%% SERVING TRAY, made of a resin
in combination with a printed fabric, is
light, strong, durable, easily cleaned with
a damp cloth, resistant to food stains and
unaffected by alcohol. The picture shows
one pattern, but it is produced in many
designs, with any desired color effect.
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#% HOLDER for shaving outfit is easily
attached within the ordinary bathroom
cabinet by adjustable rubber-padded slid-
ing ends held in place by thumbscrews.
The plastic horizontal crosspiece, either

ENGINEERING
From what are balls for bearings made?
378.

INDUSTRY
Why are batteries so scarce? p. 375.

INVENTION

How can beer-cans be inspected inside?
p. 376.

MEDICINE

In whom is our medical defense against
atom bombs vested? p. 371.

What does the eye-bank do? p. 374.

What is the best method of identifying
babies? p. 377.

Why do women need greater protection
from radiation than men? p. 371.
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transparent or in color, has slots to hold
razor, brush, shaving-cream tube and
other accessories.
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4% TELEPHONE recorder requires no
mechanical or electrical connection with
the telephone wire, but picks up a two-
way conversation by modulation when
placed near the wire. It need not be in
the same room with the telephone. The
record is made on a narrow strip of
safety film.
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% HEDGE TRIMMER, electrically op-
erated, has 12-inch cutting blades with
triangular teeth similar to farm mowing
machines. The blades are moved by a
mechanism at one end attached to a
universal motor.
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If you want more information on the new
things described here, send a three-cent stamp
to SCIENCE NEwS LETTER, 1719 N St., N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C., and ask for Gadget Bulletin
841. To receive this Gadget Bulletin without
special request each week, remit $1.50 for one
yvear’s subscription.

Books

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER will obtain
for you any American book in print.
Send check or money order to cover
regular retail price (g5 if price is
unknown, change to be remitted) and
we will pay postage in the United
States. When publications are free send
10c for handling.
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