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« New Machines And Gadgets*

If you want more information on the new things described here, send a three-cent stamp to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St., Washington 6,
D. C. and ask for Gadget Bulletin 874. To receive this Gadget Bulletin without special request each week, remit $1.50 for ome year’s subscription.

¢ VELVET-LIKE soft finisk, appli-
able at home to surfaces of wood, plastic,
metal, paper or cloth, consists of ex-
tremely short rayon fibers driven by a
spray gun into a coating of a special
adhesive. The force of the spray causes
one end of each fiber to penetrate the
glue, the rest of the fiber standing erect.
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& TUBELESS TIRES for automobiles,
now wundergoing all known tire tests,
will be available soon. The new tire,
with rayon cord construction, is said to
combine the safety feature of puncture-
sealing inner tubes with improved rid-
ing qualities.
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#& MINIATURE toy racer resembles
the full-sized automobile in beauty and
design. It has a streamlined body of
plastic construction, rubber-tired wheels,
and a manually wound spring motor,
which can run it over 150 feet at 15
miles per hour on one winding.
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& DIAMOND-TIPPED phonograph
needles are now available at a relatively
reasonable price due to new high-speed
methods of grinding and polishing.
Their advantage is principally their
long life; test tips have been run daily
for two years without showing wear.
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@& HEARING-AID, worn but invisible
in the ear of the girl in the picture, re-
places the ordinary button with a deli-
cately shaped flesh-colored plastic rim
which fits snugly into the ear. A slender
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transparent tube, behind the ear, carries
sound from a tiny receiver hidden in the

hair.
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& AIR FILTER for sleeping and other
rooms, an improved electrically oper-
ated type, fits on a window-sill and
draws the air from the outside. The cab-
inet-finished radio-size box and its filters
remove dust, soot and plant pollen from
the air. Extension panels fit it under

ordinary sash.
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% CASTER for trucks used in factories,
station platforms and airports have what
is called floating hubs to permit smooth
movement over roughness. The wheel
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has springs between its rim and axle
which keep it in contact with the ground
at all times and ride it over bumps with-
out lifting the load.
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& HOME TOOL for amateur plumb-
ers taps out a new seat opening in most
standard-type faucets, then adds a new
brass replacement seat. It is an inexpen-
sive steel device, easy to operate,
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# ODOR CONTROL of new manu-
factured products is obtained by use of
an odor classification set. This consists
of 32 vials, each of which contains a
liguid with what might be called a
standard distinctive odor. Substances be-
ing tested can be compared with the
standards by any person with a good
sense of smell.
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