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e New Machines and Gadgets o

If you want more information on the nmew thmgs described here, send a three-cent stamp to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, 1719 N St.,

Washington 6,

D. C. and ask for Gadget Bulletin 393. To receive this Gadget Bulletin without special request each week, remit $1.50 for one year’s subscription.

s WALLPAPER, with an outer sur-
face of an extremely thin cellulose ace-
tate plastic coating, can be cleaned of
stains and smears without injury. A
damp cloth, soap and water, or non-
abrasive standard household cleaning
preparations can be used.
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© TINY TESTER, vest-pocket size,
will check all types of batteries used in
hearing aids. This electrical measuring
instrument, in its black plastic case, has
a one-inch miniature movement con-
structed of the highest quality materials.
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% RUBBER MATS, eight feet square,
are manufactured for use in apple or-
chards to prevent bruising of the fruit
that accidentally falls to the ground dur-
ing picking. It is a sponge-like rubber,
honeycombed with tiny nitrogen-filled

spaces.
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& MITTENS for children to keep their
hands warm and dry while playing in
the smow have linings of flannel and
outside covers of red rubber. Already
tested in use by a group of children, they
are found satisfactory and have long
life. They are made in three sizes.
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% FISH LURE that makes bubbles as
it is drawn through the water similiar
to those made by live bait, has a cavity
to hold a tiny capsule containing baking
soda and powdered citric acid. The
water causes the chemical reaction that
releases the bubbles.
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AERONAUTICS

What is the
planes? p. 387.

latest development in jet

ASTRONOMY

What clue has been found to determine a
star’s speed? p. 386.

What has been observed for the first time
on a distant star? p. 397.

Photographs:
United Airlines; p. 390, U.
U. 8. Forest Prod. Lab.

Question Box

Cover, J. I. Tracey of U. S. Geo. Survey and Navy: p. 387, Navy: p. 389,

of Nebraska; p. 391, U. S. Naval Electronics Lab.; p. 393,

% HYDROPLANE model, shown in
the picture, is built from a kit around
a plastic hull, all parts being jig-drilled
to assure a perfect fit. It is powered by a
tiny gasoline engine in an aluminum
cowling. Pliers, screwdriver, file and
countersink are the only tools needed to
put the boat together.
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% RECTIFIER, to change houschold
alternating electric current into direct
current to operate an electric razor, is
a small electronic device with plugs to
fit wall outlets and into which the razor
cord is plugged. It gives the steady
direct current on which some claim these
shavers work best.
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$& WELL DRILLER, designed for
homeowners outside city water districts,

EMBRYOLOGY

What proportion of water is a newborn
baby ? p.

MEDICINE

What hope lies in the new test for high
blood pressure? p. 398.

What new treatment of cancer will get
a nation-wide trial? p. 387
MINERALOGY

How were minerals produced in the lab-
oratory? p. 386.

is a simple type operated by electric
motor or gasoline engine which can be
used by an untrained operator.

Science News Letter, December 20, 1947

Science Service Radio
Talks Over CBS Resume

> THE Saturday afternoon radio pro-
grams of Watson Davis, director of
Science Service, will be resumed over
the nationwide network of the Colum-
bia Broadcasting System on Saturday,
Dec. 27, at 3:15 p.m. EST. The first
program since the annual interruption
due to football will be from the AAAS
meeting at Chicago. Each Saturday
highlights of science news and comment
and guest speakers will be presented.
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<& 10 Order Any Book

DON'T DELAY getting that new book you want
to read. SCIENCE NEWs LETTER will gladly
obtain for you any American book in print.
Send check or money order covering regular
retail price (85 if price is unknown, change
to be returned) and we will pay postage in
the United States.

LIST TITLE, AUTHOR, PUBLISHER, PRICE PLAINLY
HERE OR ON SEPARATE SHEET.

Mail book orders to
BOOK DEPT., Science
News Lletter, 1719 N
St., N. W., Washing-
ton 6, D. C.

Clip out with the im-
print to the right which
is the mailing address
for your Science News
Letter. This identifies you
as one of the SNL
family.
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