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vada, it has moved clear over the state in
the past nine years, until it now threatens
to cross the border into Oregon and Cali-
fornia. )
Because it has thus far been confined en-
tirely to semi-arid rangelands, attack on
this species has not been considered eco-
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nomically justified. Now it may be neces-
sary to get after it with poison, to prevent
serious consequences next year. Fortunately,
this species has proven quite susceptible
to modern poisons, in experimental bait-
ings.

Science News Letter, July 16, 1949

Homes at Noiseless Sites

» THE home builder of the future may
be able to select his site by referring to a
city map showing the location of the prin-
cipal sources of noise. In order to secure
his building permit he may have to show
that he has picked a relatively noise-free
location or that his designs provide for
acoustical treatment that would insure that
acoustic comfort is combined with the
other comforts of home.

This is the prediction of Dr. Leo L. Ber-
anek, vice-president of the Acoustical Soci-
ety of America and technical director of
the Acoustics Laboratory at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

There is no good reason, he says in a re-
port to Puysics Topay (July 1), why our city
administrators should not be as concerned
with acoustic health as they are with plumb-
ing, lighting and heating problems. We
must persuade city officials to prepare city
codes and city regulations that govern the
location of factories, highways, airstrips and
other sources of noise.

At present, he points out, lax building
codes have permitted speculative builders
to construct apartments and row houses
with acoustically transparent walls and
resonant floors. If the husband in the family
upstairs spills his change when taking off
his trousers, the people below feel as though
they can count it as it rolls to a stop.

Noise from highways and airlanes has
blighted many housing areas which would
otherwise be assets to cities. Dr. Beranek
reported seeing on the highway between
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Worcester and Boston a stretch where
house after house is marked for sale—be-
cause of noise. One owner said, “Sometimes
I awaken during the night with the terri-
fied feeling that a big truck is driving
through our bedroom.”

Long range planning is needed, Dr. Ber-
anek feels, in the fields of building design,
city planning, noise evaluation and noise
reduction, and as a basis for such planning,
research is necessary.

He urges a central building research
station, perhaps financed by the combined
building industries, for an initial ten-year
period. Out of this station would come
ideas for the future that would combine
the five essentials of building: Structure,
design, lighting, heating and acoustics.
England already has such a building re-
search station, and the English have con-
structed over 100,000 housing units in
accordance with a building code requiring
types of floor and wall structure developed
at this station. This calls for a two-inch
floating concrete floor on a half-inch soft
glass-fiber blanket over a four-and-a-half-
inch concrete slab. Party walls are of two-
and-a-half-inch cinder blocks plastered and
separated by two-inch air space. Such con-
struction cuts down on noise so that fewer
than one tenant out of four complained
of being disturbed.

In Holland, there is an experimental
apartment house about a block long with
48 apartments. In this building, tests are
being made of 38 floor constructions, 32
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partition wall constructions and 45 outer
wall constructions.
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® RADIO

Saturday, July 23, 3.15 p.m., EDST
“Adventures in Science’” with Watson Davis,
director of Science Service, over Columbia Broad-
casting System.

Dr. Pierre Auger, French physicist and head
of the Natural Sciences Department of UNESCO,
and other scientists will discuss “Report from
UNESCO.”
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