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Don’t Raise Hell!

» HELL, to rangers in the U. S. Forest
Service and the National Park Service is
not a remote theological concept; it is a
near and terrible physical reality. They
don’t merely believe in it; they know it.
Many of them have been there; any of
them may be called upon in regular line
of duty to go there at any time, especially
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in late summer. For a forest fire, with its
horrors of agonizing death to all forms of
wildlife and its aftermath of charred ruin,
surpasses even the grimmest of Dante’s
nightmares.

Every summer vacationer, camping,
hiking or fishing in the national forests and
national parks, carries in his pocket a
bunch of keys to this hell. Unless he is a
criminal or a lunatic he will not use them
deliberately; he is much more likely to
loose the furies of flame through sheer in-
advertence, through plain forgetfulness of
where he is and with what perils he is
surrounded.

Most of the millions of people who an-
nually make recreational use of our na-
tional forests and parks are city folk.
Typically, when an urbanite lights a ciga-
rette or a pipe outdoors, he simply tosses
the match away, never bothering to see
whether it is out or not and taking no
note of where it falls. Similarly, when his
cigarette is finished he tosses the butt aside,
still smoldering. That may not be so bad
in town: concrete sidewalks and asphalt
pavements are not combustible. But that
kind of thoughtlessness may mean the
start of a million acres of devastation and
thousands of animal lives lost—not to
mention the possibility of human tragedies
as well.

Danger of man-caused fires becomes espe-
cially great during August and early Sep-
tember, which are dry weeks in most of
our forested areas, and at the same time
are the period of heaviest tourist traffic. It
therefore behooves everyone making use
of such recreation areas to give careful
thought to his stewardship, never relaxing
his personal fire-watch for a moment.

Rules are simple enough. Don’t throw
away a match until you can pinch the
blackened end between your fingers and
feel no heat at all. Don’t merely pinch
out your cigarette butt or grind it under
foot; slit it up one side and rub the
crumbs between your hands, again until
everything is quite cold. And never leave
a campfire until you have drowned the
last ember in gallons of water.
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ENGINEERING
Patented House Has
Drains for Hot, Dead Air

» IS YOUR house hot, these days?

Maybe dead air, trapped in attics and
under-eaves spaces, is to blame. It is on
this theory that Robert Stevenson of Lyn-
brook, N. Y., has developed a house design
that provides drainage ducts and vents
within the wall spaces, to circulate air into
these neglected glory-holes and equalize
the temperature throughout the structure.
U. S. patent 2,477,152 has been issued to
him on this idea.
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® RADIO

Saturday, August 20, 3:15 p.m., EDST

‘““Adventures in Science” with Watson Davis,
director of Science Service, over Columbia Broad-
casting System.

Dr. Chester S. Keefer, of Boston, chairman of
the committee of the National Academy of Sci-
ences on the Investigation of Cortisone, will
discuss ‘‘Progress in Arthritic Therapy.”

] MAINTENANT ®
Les Livres Francais

Now you can obtain through Science Service
the latest and best scientific books published
in France. Just order the books listed here
for your convenience, remitting to the Retail
Book Department of Science Service. The
books will be sent you by fast steamer,
postpaid.

ENERGIE ELECTRIQUE EN France—L. Babon-
neau—260 p., illus., $6.00. A graphic pre-
sentation of the power resources of France.
The artistic photographs which illustrate
this work make it of interest to the photog-
rapher and the lover of the French country-
side as well as to the engineer. Statistics are
also included on hydroelectric equipment—
plants, reservoirs, power, production.

GENESE DEs PLaNETEs—Alexandre Dauvillier—
350 p., illus., $5.00. Presenting the theory
of the author, a_ professor in the College de
France, with regard to the origin of the
planets. His is a two-part theory: that the
planets exploded out of the sun in a great
celestial catastrophe; the other part, a chemi-
cal aspect, assumes the photosynthesis of
glucides and then of protides at the expense
of water from carbon dioxide and ammonia
gas, the material thus formed being pro-
gressively organized into the form of our
universe.

TorocrarHIE—Le General de Fontanges—224
p., $1.50. This little book will be of interest
to all those who make or use maps. The
chapter on photography shows how pro-
foundly ancient methods of map making
have changed with the advent of modern
photographic techniques.

Send orders and payment to: Retail Book
Department, Science Service, 1719 N St.,, N.W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

HOUSES OF EARTH

The ground you stand on is your best
building material. Easy to build—insulated
against heat and cold. Ratproof—Sound-
proof—Termiteproof and Fireproof. Book
based largely on findings of the Bureau of
Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural En-
gineering. Low Building and Upkeep costs.

“HOUSES OF EARTH”

42-page booklet containing complete build-

ing instruction and 18 illustrations. Mailed

upon receipt of $1.00. Add postage foreign
orders.

A. B. LEE

Box 171-Ben Franklin Station
Washington, D. C.
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