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Birds, Animals Are Vanishing

Man, the greatest predator, is blamed for the extinc-
tion of many species. And the extinction of many more

is threatening.

By SAM MATTHEWS

» HUNDREDS of kinds of animals and
birds threaten to become extinct as the
dodo in this century. Exactly how many?
No one knows.

The International Union for the Protec-
tion of Nature, an affiliate of UNESCO,
names 13 birds and 15 animals as being
on the bitter edge of disappearing forever
from the earth.

In North America alone, Dr. Hartley
H. T. Jackson of the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service has estimated, at least 50 wild-
life races are seriously threatened.

You may never have heard of the Indian
one-horned rhinoceros, the North African
bubal, the New Caledonia kagou. Have you
seen an Australian hairy-nosed wombat
lately?

37 Whoopers Left

In Louisiana, a whooping crane nick-
named Mac was kidnapped in March. Two
helicopters chased him out of a swamp and
whisked him off, not to a zoo, but to a
Texas wildlife refuge where Mac could be
exposed to the wiles of a female whooping
crane.

There are only 37 of the snow-white
whoopers left in the world. Yet this tallest
of America’s waterfowl darkened Midwest-
ern skies migrating north or south a hun-
dred years ago.

Where are the American woodland cari-
bou and the grizzly bears? And what is
madame going to wear if the South Ameri-
can chinchilla says to man, as seems likely:
“There’s not enough room in the world
for both of us. Goodbye.”

Wherever men have brought “civiliza-
tion,” wildlife which was good to eat, had
pretty fur or feathers, or was just fun to
shoot at, met the greatest predator on the
face of the earth.

“In recent times the human species has
been the prime factor in the extermination
of other species,” says Dr. Jackson.

Short Life of Dodo Bird

There was the dodo bird. Discovered by
Vasco da Gama on the Indian Ocean island
of Mauritius in 1497, this swan-sized mem-
ber of the pigeon family was pot-bellied,
ungainly, had wings so short it could not
fly, and trusted its new two-legged ac-
quaintance. The Dutch settled the island
in 1644. By 1693 the dodo was extinct.

In this country, there was the passenger
pigeon. Billions of them, in fact. Then men

cut down forests in its nesting areas. They
devised a net that could catch thousands of
pigeons at a crack (a million were netted
from one flock in Michigan in 1876).
Squabs, the young birds, sold in every
market. The last passenger pigeon died of
old age in the Cincinnati Zoo in September
1914.

Four other American birds are gone: the
great auk, the Labrador duck, the heath
hen, and the only native U. S. parrot, the
Carolina paroquet. Scientists think the
Florida hurricane of 1937 ended the Cape
Sable sparrow. No one has seen an Eskimo
curlew in years, although it is thought to
be still in existence.

Among animals, the Maine mink, the
eastern puma, 12 types of grizzly bears,
Gull Island meadow mouse, Arizona elk,
bighorn sheep of the Dakotas, and the big
Plains wolf are types counted as extinct.

One armor-plated brute, an Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, as shown on this week’s
cover of ScieNce News LETTER, is one of
the rarest animals living on earth. He gets
all the protection he needs at Washington’s
National Zoological Park, but he has rubbed
away his fierce nose tusk trying to get out.
Others of his clan are few and far between
in India, and becoming scarcer each year.

Within the last century alarmed zoolo-
gists, naturalists, and finally hunters them-
selves, realized what was happening. Now,
when a species nears extinction, conserva-

tion is generally brought into play. Simply
stated, the procedure is law plus land.

Laws Protect Species

Laws forbid or limit killing the species.
Wildlife sanctuaries are provided for it.
Sometimes the formula works, as in the
case of the American bison or buffalo.
Once down to 1,000 animals, today the
buffalo population in parks, refuges and
ranches in the U. S. and Canada is above
35,000.

Sometimes it does not. The species, dimin-
ished to a point where it cannot withstand
natural losses, slips off into oblivion. Neither
the most stringent laws nor the most
frantic efforts of game wardens can save
it.

Dr. Jackson wrote in a 1946 report of
the Smithsonian Institution, “Once a type
becomes extinct, it never reappears.”

(Scientists shy away from saying flatly
a particular species is gone, however.
Once in a great while an “extinct” creature
turns up again.)

Earth’s Rarest Creatures

The International Union names as the
earth’s rarest creatures today:

Arabian ostrich, Hawaiian goose, kagou,
Indian pink-headed duck, Australian ground
parakeet, Laysan duck, Marianas mallard,
Cuban ivory-billed woodpecker, Bermuda
petrel, Marianas megapode, California con-
dor, Eskimo curlew and whooping crane,
among birds.

Among animals, Borneo orangoutangs,
Javan and Indian rhinoceros, Asiatic lion,
Burmese brow-antlered deer, giant sable
antelope, North African bubal, Tasmanian

GOING, GOING!—The tiny costly chinchilla is all but gone from its native
South American habitat. Sought after for its fur, it is disappearing rapidly
and is even threatened with extinction,
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GONE!—Despite frantic efforts by
the state of Massachusetts, the last
bird of the eastern heath hen species
died on Martha’s Vineyard in 1931.

wolf, Marsupial banded anteater, wisent,
chinchilla, mountain zebra, Caribbean monk
seal, Addo bush elephant, and Cuban sol-
enodon.

Researchers such as Dr. Jackson list lit-
erally hundreds of other animals and birds
becoming dangerously scarce.

A good example is the Florida Keys deer.
The Fish and Wildlife Service says only
30 to 40 are still hanging on in mangrove-
choked islands between Key West and the
mainland.

They swim from key to key in search
of fresh water. Far more dangerous than
their thirst, however, are illegal hunters.
These “sportsmen,” some coming from as
far as Cuba, set fire to the keys or put
dogs ashore. Then they wait in boats for
the exhausted deer to try to escape by
water.

The fisher, the marten, the wolverine,
the unsuspecting kit fox of the western
plains, all have been trapped to near-ex-
tinction for their fur. The black-footed
ferret, several types of seals, the tule elk
are in the low hundreds. The Florida
manatee and the crocodile are almost relics
of the past in this country.

All told, wildlife experts say, more ani-
mals and birds will join the dodo in the
20th century than in any other 100-year
period in mankind’s records.
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Some metals, such as iron, steel and nickel,
are called paramagnetic by scientists, mean-
ing they are attracted by magnets; others are
diamagnetic, which means having weak
magnetic properties.

Science News LETTER for June 10, 1950

METEOROLOGY
Warmer than Normal June
Over Most of Country

» JUNE is going to be warmer than usual
over most of the nation—especially warmer
in the northeast and southwest. This is the
opinion of the Extended Forecast Section
of the U. S. Weather Bureau in its 30-day
forecast just out.

The northern Rocky Mountain states and
the northern plains, however, will experi-
ence a cooler than normal June.

The dust bowl area can expect little re-
lief. The Weather Bureau predicts less than
normal rainfall in the southwest corner of
the country, extending into the western
edge of the dust bowl. Over the rest of the
area, rains will be normal during June—
but normal is not much at this time of the
year.

The country’s north and central plains
and the Great Lakes region, will have gen-
erally abundant showery rainfall during
June. This means more thunder showers
than usual.

Along with its warmer than normal tem-
peratures, the northeastern part of the
country will have less rain than usual.
The rest of the country can expect about
normal amounts of rainfall during June.
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DETECT URANIUM!

The “SNIFFER”

Famous Geiger-Mueller Counter

LOCATES RADIOACTIVE ORES
complete!
i::i':fﬁo“:n?:r‘:zta!$5 40 5 ng gre paid
A precision Geiger-Mueller counter made
by the leading manufacturer of nuclear
instruments for government and univer-
sity laboratories . . . Weighs approx.
2 lbs. . . . Extremely sensitive, yet
rugged . . . Very loud signals . . .
Operates on two flashlight cells . . .
Anyone can operate the *SNIFFER” . . .
widely used by geologists, amateur
prospectors, large mining companies,
and County, State and U. S. govern-
ment agencies.
Tell Us Your Particular Need
Other Geiger Counters to $750.00
Mail Orders
Promptly Filled From Stock

@ The RADIAC Co.

' ’ Dept. GM-1

489 FIFTH AVENUE
New York 17, N. V.
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WAR SURPLUS BARGAINS

Government’s 7 X 50 Binoculars

Assemble Them Yourself! Complete Optics! Com-
plete Metal Parts! Save More Than 1% Regular Cost!

METAL PARTS—Set
includes all  metal
parts—completely fin-
ished—for assembly of
7 X 50 Binoculars. No
machining required.
Sturdy Binocular Car-
rying Case is optional
with each set of Met-
al Parts.

Stock 3£842-Q. $39.40
Postpaid, plus $4.80
for Case. Total $44.20

OPTICS—Set includes all Lenses and Prisms needed
for assembling 7 X 50 Binoculars. These are in excel-
lent condition—perfect or near-perfect—and have new
low reflection coating.

Stock #5102-Q 25.00 Postpaid
Note: These are fine quality standard American-made
parts, not Japanese.

NOTICE! If you buy both Binocular Optics and
Binocular Metal Parts, add 209 Federal Taz.
MAKE A MICROSCOPE—Get wonderful results. Own
an instrument worth many times the cost to you.
Simply convert a U. S. Govt. Ritlescope (Govt. cost
over $65.00). It’s easy! We show you how. No
machining required. Get up to 40 Power. Scope we
furnish is used but good condition . . . sent com-

plete with extra lenses and direction sheet.
Stock #959-Q. ..o, $7.90 Postpaid
WRENCHES—]f(or above project, to simplify and

Q. $1.00 Postpaid
NON-ABSORBING BEAM-SPLITTING MIRROR—
Latest development! Optically flat to 14 wave length.
Size: 1-15/16” x 2-15/16"—3%” thick. Reflects ap-
proximately 509 and _transmits approximately 50%.
No light is absorbed. Has a three-layered film which
accomplishes non-absorption.

Stock #567-Q......................... $5.00 Postpaid
AMAZING POCKET-SIZE 10-POWER SPOTTING
SCOPE—Complete With Tripod and Swivel Head.
Only 51%” long—8%” high on tripod. Adapted from
Army telescope and worth many times our price.
Excellent for clarity and sharpness. Has prism erect-
ing system, achromatic objective, Ramsden Eye-
Piece. Lenses low reflection ccated. Ideal Scope for
sportsmen and hunters.

Stock #955-Q......................... $14.95 Postpaid
POLAROID VARIABLE DENSITY ATTACHMENT—
Consists of two mounted Polaroid filters. Control
knob rotates one about the other. giving variable
density. Used in photography, experiments in polar-
ized lights, controlling light transmission, etec.
Stock #693-Q.............. ............ $3.00 Postpaid

—SPECIAL! SPECIAL!—

RONCHI RULINGS
Black Line Grating

Plate glass with etched parallel black lines—space
between each line is same as thickness of the ruled
line itself. Made by photographic process. Number
of lines per inch range from 65 to 133 as shown

below. Normally cost $4.00 to $5.00 per sq. inch.
Used for testing sostronomical mirrors. magnifiers.
Used in pairs to see diffraction pattern. (Some
seconds, with slight scratches).

(Some seconds, with slight scratches)

1in. x 1 in. 2 in. x 2 in.
Stock Lines Stock Lines
No. Per In. Price No. Per In. Price
2122-Q 65 $ .75 | 2133-Q 65 $1.50
2126-Q 85 75 | 2134-Q 85 1.50
2127-Q 110 1.00 | 2136-Q 110 2.00
2128-Q 120 1.00 | 2137-Q 120 2.00
2129-Q 133 1.00 | 2138-Q 133 2.00

All above sent Postpald.
TELESCOPE EYEPIECE—Consists of 2 Achromatic
Lenses, F. L. 28 mm. in a metal mount.

Stock F5140-Q. .. .uuneeeereennnnnn ... $4.50 Postpaid
SIMPLE LENS KITS! THE LENS CRAFTERS DE-
LIGHT! Kits include plainly written, illustrated book-
let showing how you can build lots of optical items.
Use these lenses in photography for copying, ULTRA
CLOSE-UP SHOTS, Microphotography, for ‘“Dummy
Camera’”, Kodachrome Viewer, Detachable Reflex
View Finder for 35 mm. cameras. Stereoscopic Viewer,
ground glass and enlarging focusing aids. And for
dozens of other uses in experimental optics, building
TELESCOPES, low power Microscopes, etc.

Stock #2-Q—10 lenses _ $ 1.00 Postpaid
Stock #5-Q—45 lenses _ _$ 5.00 Postpaid
Stock #10-Q—80 lenses ______ $510.00 Postpoid
SLIDE PROJECTOR SETS—Consist of all un-
mounted lenses you need to make the follow-
ing size projectors:

Stock #4038-Q—214” x 214”____ $3.35 Postpaid
Stock #4039-Q—21%” x 31%”____ $3.35 Postpaid
Stock #4035-Q—35 mm._ ______ $4.85 Postpaid
We Have Literally Millions of WAR SURPLUS
LENSES AND PRISMS FOR SALE AT BAR-
GAIN PRICES. Write for Catalog “Q”—FREE!
Order by Stock No. Satisfaction Guaranteed

EDMUND SALVAGE CO.
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY




