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Incurable Patient Recovers

» THE “swift and dramatic” recovery of
a 72-year-old woman who had been kept
in a locked ward of Topeka State Hospital
in Topeka, Kans., for 17 years as incurably
insane was reported by Dr. James M.
Mott, Jr., staff psychiatrist at the hospital.

The recovery was not the result of any
specific treatment, such as electroshock or
medicines. Instead it seems to have re-
sulted from a change in the regimen at
the hospital and a new staff of doctors who
looked on all the patients as potentially
curable.

The patient had been sent to the hos-
pital at the age of 55 after she had tried
to kill her husband. A year before that
she had shown delusions and other signs
of serious mental illness. All the years she
was in the hospital she continued to have
delusions that people were plotting against
her and trying to prevent her being paroled
to leave the hospital. She worked willingly
and expertly in the sewing room and was
very likeable, but made a nuisance of
herself to patients and attendants because
of shouted harangues about the gangs she
thought were plotting against her.

The fact that Dr. Mott looked on her
as a patient who might recover, even though
she had been considered incurable for 17
years, and treated her in that way in every
interview apparently was what brought
about her recovery. Previously a doctor
had told her, she related, that “she might
as well make up her mind she was going
to be in the hospital the rest of her life,
and to settle down and make as happy an
adjustment as she could.” She was so iso-
lated from the world that she did not
even know about red and green stop lights
on city streets.

Dr. Mott soon after his first contact with
her took seriously her desire to leave the
hospital. He began discussing some reality
factors involved in her discharge, such as
where she would live, arrangements for
weekly visits to the hospital, and the like.
He also pointed out, and she readily agreed,
that most people thought much of what
she said and did was “crazy” because they
did not understand her. He persuaded her
gradually not to talk about the “plotting
criminals” except to him.

She gradually stopped having hallucina-
tions, began going down town, at first
with a companion, and after about six
months of Dr. Mott’s treatment began ap-
plying for jobs. Within eight months she
was able to take a job as housekeeper for
an elderly woman with heart trouble. After
that woman died, the doctor who had
cared for her and her relatives gave Dr.
Mott’s patient excellent recommendations
which helped her to find another job
where she is now working satisfactorily.

Although she has only been out of
the hospital six months, and therefore

cannot be considered “cured,” her recovery
suggests, Dr. Mott thinks, that a similar
attitude of expecting recovery should be
taken toward the thousands of other pa-
tients in mental hospitals who are now
labelled incurably insane.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Cannibal Mosquito Preys
On “Carrier” Cousin

» HAWALIIAN scientists are experimenting
with a “cannibal mosquito” from Africa
which feeds on its blood-sucking and dis-
case-carrying cousins, trying to work out a
program to control mosquito-borne diseases.
The beneficial insects, known technically
as Megarhinus brevipalpus, are being cul-
tivated and tested in a special breeding
colony. They were imported by the Terri-
torial Board of Health from the South
African Institute for Medical Research.

The cannibal mosquito does not attack
man or animals, entomologists say. But
when it breeds in the same waters as more
dangerous mosquitos, the larvae eat the
young, blood-sucking variety.

One variety of cannibal mosquito was im-
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stabilized for zero and gain

More than straight amplifiers, these new D-C

Indicating Amplifiers are stable, accurate
measuring instruments as well. You can use
them in almost any measurement of extremely
small direct current or voltage.
Actually three instruments in one, these am-
plifiers can be used as—

Direct-reading instruments

Recorder preamplifiers

Null detectors
For details, write Leeds & Northrup Co., 4977

Stenton Ave., Phila. 44, Pa.
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ported into Hawaii in 1929 from the island
of New Britain. These all died, however,
before any practical tests could be under-
taken. The African variety is believed to be
sturdier.

Dr. C. E. Pemberton, entomologist of the
Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association ex-
periment station, said the new variety has
certain characteristics, different from the
New Britain species, which may enable it
to thrive under Hawaiian conditions.

If the experiment is successful, scientists
in Honolulu are hopeful that the mosquito
ally will help control such mosquito-borne
diseases as yellow fever and dengue fever.
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The
LaMOTTE FILTR-ION

An Inexpensive —
Disposable unit for small scale
production of

CHEMICALLY PURE
WATER

for use in
General Scientific Work

(pH 7.0)

neutral
water free of mineral ions. Ideal
source of water for pH work—
soil testing—preparation of Re-

Delivers

agent Solutions—and many
other uses where distilled water
is now required.

Employs new self-indicating
resins.

Can be used anywhere—in
the laboratory—in the home—
in the field. Assured satisfaction
—Banishes the distilled water
problem.

LAMOTTE CHEMICAL PRODUCTS CO.
DEPT. “SNL”  TOWSON, BALTIMORE 4, MD.
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