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ZOOLOGY

Woodchuck

» THIS is the time of year when you
finally expect to learn how much wood a
woodchuck really chucks, assuming the
pesky animal could chuck wood after spend-
ing all summer digging tunnels through
your garden.

The answer is, “Not any.” As a timber
handler, the woodchuck is a decided flop.
He bothers himself not at all in laying in
a winter’s supply ‘of fire wood, for he has
a much better way to keep warm. By dint
of all the vegetables he has pilfered, he is
a veritable butter-ball by the time frost be-
gins to sting his ears. His layers of fat will
insulate him from the cold and supply
enough energy to stay alive until another
spring brings a new crop of good things
to eat.

It is amazing the fine, resounding reputa-
tion the woodchuck has built up for him-
self. Not only is he considered a lumber-
jack of the Paul Bunyan school, but under
an alias, the groundhog, he is presumed to
be an infallible weather prognosticator. Each
year on Feb. 2 his opinion on the amount
of winter remaining is eagerly sought. Yet
there is no authentic case on record of his
ever having paid attention to his shadow,
even when it was in plain sight. “Ground-
hog” forecasts might just as well be made
by flipping a coin.

The woodchuck, or groundhog, or mar-
mot—call him what you please—is one of
the medium-sized rodents, kin to the rabbit
and the rat. He has, however, neither the
long ears of the rabbit not the long tail of
the rat. He resembles instead his other
cousin the guinea-pig.

It is surprising how many rodents are
given false positions in the pig pen by col-
loquial nomenclature—groundhog, guinea-
pig, and porcupine for examples. The wood-
chuck seems to have been given a double
pig-christening for “chuck” is an English
country dialect word meaning a small pig
or shoat.

Although there is no connection in zo-
ology’s family tree, the woodchuck does vie
with his ham-and-bacon namesakes as an
eater and sleeper. He breakfasts heavily,
lunches moderately and dines inordinately
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on the most appetizing green stuff that he
can find. After sleeping from dusk to dawn,
he takes a long nap in the morning and
a shorter one in the afternoon.

Then, as winter approachees, he retires
with a yawn and settles down to a real
sleep. Like most of his rodent relatives, the
woodchuck is a burrower, though not at
all a partlcular one. Once he has dug a
home he sleeps in it, rather than expending
any effort in improving it. Why worry
about wallpaper in a bedroom, when all one
is planning to do is sleep in it.
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NUCLEAR PHYSICS
Michigan Atomic Energy
Project Self-Financed

» THE UNIVERSITY of Michigan’s
atomic energy project just inaugurated is
unique because it has not sought govern-
ment money, although it has enthusiastic
best wishes from the Atomic Energy Com-
mission.

Called the Phoenix Project, this name for
the prlvately financed research into the
atom’s physics, chemistry, medicine and
human problems as well, came rather spon-
taneously from the Michigan student body
when they heard of the plans.

The phoenix of Egyptian mythology was
a sacred bird which burned itself upon the
altar and rose again from its ashes young
and beautiful. In the searing of our civiliza-
tion through the threat of atomic energy
used for destruction, the Michigan Phoenix
project may raise something peaceful and
useful from the threatened damage.

To the thousands of scientists working
for the government directly or indirectly
on secret and non-wsecret research, the
Phoenix project will add a small body of
experts who attack atomic problems from
without the necessary framework of the
government organization.

Chairman Gordon Dean of the AEC em-
phasized in a speech at Ann Arbor the at-
tention that will be paid to social, economic
and ethical problems by the Phoenix proj-

ect.
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STUMP THE FAMILY GENIUS

$1.00
bostpaid.

With the “Tower of Hanoi”. One
of the great puzzles of all time.
Not a trick . . . but a frue
puzzle. Molded in bright blue and
yellow plastic. Great fun for whole
family, visitors and shut-ins too.
Send for your “Tower” now.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

THE THINKER PuzzLE Co.
P. O. BOX 82 GREENSBORO, N. C.
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WAR SURPLUS BARGAINS

MAKE A MICROSCOPE—Get wonderful results. Own
an instrument worth many times the cost to you.
Simply convert a U. S. Govt. Riflescope (Govt. cost
over $65.00). It’s easy! We show you how. No
machining required. Get up to 40 Power. Scope we
furnish is used but good condition . . . sent com-
plete with extra lenses and direction sheet

Stock #£959-Q........ cciiiiiiiiiiinaann 0 Postpaid
WRENCHES—for above project, to snmplity and
speed up work.

Stock ##89-Q...........c.iuiiiiaan.. $1.00 Postpaid
NON-ABSORBING BEAM- SPL]TTING MIRROR—
Latest development' Optically flat to 14 wave length.
Size: 1-15/16” x 2-15/16”—33” thick. Reflects ap-
proximately 50% and trsnsmlts approximately 50%.
No light is absorbed. Has a three-layered film which
accomplishes non-absorption.

Stock B T $5.00 Postpaid
AMAZING POCKET-SIZE 10-POWER SPOTTING
SCOPE—Complete With Tripod and Swivel Head.
Only 51%” long—8%” high on tripod. Adapted from
Army telescope and worth many times our price.
Excellent for clarity and sharpness. Has prism erect-
ing system, achromatic objective, Ramsden Eye-
Piece. Lenses low reflection coated. Ideal Scope for
snortsmen and hunters.

Stock #955-Q.................c00eeann $14.95 Postpald

BINOCULAR BARGAINS

American Made! Save Real Money!

An opportunity to
own a truly fine
pair of American-
made Glasses at
substantial savings
Precision  built
Anchor Optical Co
our Binoculars are
light-weight,
proof, moisture-
proof, expertly col-
limated. Optics are
low reflection coat-
ed. Metal
chemically
to prevent corro-
sion. Sturdy Carry-
ing Case _included.
Anchor  Binoculars
are guaranteed for
full year against any defects in workmanship or ma-
terials. Sold with 10 MONEY BACK PRIVI-

Stock #963-Q
Stock 71964-Q
Stock 1£965-Q . 50 P

Stock #£966-Q .. 9x50 99.50 Pnc'm
(Be sure to add 209, Fed. Tax)
POLAROID VARIABLE DENSITY ATTACHMENT—
Consists of two mounted Polaroid filters. Control
knob rotates one about the other, giving variable
density. Used in photography, experiments in polar-
ized lights, controlling light transmission, etc.
Stock #693-Q.............. il $3.00 Postpaid

—SPECIAL! SPECIALI—
RONCHI RULINGS

Black Line Grating

Plate glass with etched parallel black lines—space
between each line is same as thickness of the ruled
line itself. Made by photographic process. Number of
lines per inch ranges from 65 to 133 as shown be-
low. Normally cost $4.00 to $5 00 per sq. inch. Used
for fine measuring, testing and measuring astronomi-
cal mirrors, testing microscope objectives, camera
objectives, and magnifiers, used in pairs to see dif-
fraction pattern.
(Some seconds, with slight scratches.)
2

1in. x 1 in. in. x 2 in.

Stock Lines Stock Lines

No. Per In. Price No. Per In. Price
2122-Q 65 $ .75 | 2133-Q 65 $1.50
2126-Q 85 15 | 2134-Q 85 1.5
2127-Q 110 1.00 | 2136-Q 110 2.00
2128-Q 120 1.00 | 2137-Q 120 2.00
2129-Q 133 1.00 | 2138-Q 133 2.00

All above sent Postpaid.
TELESCOPE EYEPIECE—Consists of 2 Achromatic
28 mm. in a metal mount.
........................ $4.50 Postpaid
SIMPLE LENS KITS! THE LENS CRAFTERS DE-

LIGHT! Kits include plainly written, illustrated book-
let showing how you can build lots of optical items.
Use these lenses in photography for copylng, UI.TBA
CLOSE-UP SHOTS, Microphotography, for ‘‘Dumm;
Camera”, Kodachrome Viewer, Detachable Renex
View Finder for 35 mm. cameras. Stereoscopic Viewer,
ground glass and enlarging focusing aids. for
dozens of other uses in experimental optlca. bulldlng
TELESCOPES, low power Microscopes,

Stock #2-Q—10 lenses ______§ 1.00 Postpald
Stock #5-Q—45 lenses _ $ 5.00 Postpaid
Stock #10-Q—S80 lenses ______§ $10.00 Postpaid
SLIDE PROJECTOR SETS—Consist of all un-
mounted lenses you need to make the follow-
ing size projectors

Stock #4038-Q—21% » x 214”____ $3.35 Postpaid
Stock #4039-Q—215” x 315”____ $3.35 Postpaid
We Have Literally Milllens of WAR SURPLUS
LENSES AND PRISMS FOR SALE AT BAR-
GAIN PRICES. Write for Catalog “Q”—FREE!
Order by Stock No. Satisfaction Guaranteed

EDMUND SALVAGE CO.
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY
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