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» A VERY small animal with a very large
nose is the shrew, whose chief fame arose
when Shakespeare applied its name to wom-
en of unfortunate and trying disposition.
In the eyes of many naturalists, this was
grossly unfair to the shrew.

It is true that the little shrew is a nerv-
ous mouse-like mammal, addicted to bur-
rowing and possessing both the inquisitive
nature and the elongated nose needed for
this prying. But in burrowing for food,
the shrew performs a useful service. Shrews
eat a lot of harmful insects in the ground.
They also eat snails, an occasional field
mouse, and many an earthworm. Few wom-
en care for these dishes, despite their dis-
positions.

Counted among shrews are the smallest
of the world’s true mammals, tiny furred
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animals which do not weigh as much as a
penny. Yet this minute creature can be-
come, on occasion, one of the most fero-
cious beasts of the woods, pennyweight for
pennyweight. When the little shrew can
get food no other way, it turns to canni-
balism.

Dr. C. H. Merriam, the noted mam-
malogist, tells of three little shrews he
placed together under a tumbler. One was
immediately killed and devoured by the
other two. Eight hours later, a second had
disappeared. The remaining shrew gave
evidence of being rather well fed. It had
attacked, overcome and ravenously de-
voured two of its own species, each as big
as itself, all within a normal working day.

The shrew is a close cousin of the mole.
It even looks like the mole, with small
beady eyes so thickly covered with fur that
people sometimes claim the animal is blind.
In reality, at least one variety of shrew not

only uses its eyes while it is awake, but
also while sleeping.

This is the African elephant shrew, so
called because its snout is so long that it
resembles an elephant’s trunk. The assistant
director of the National Zoo in Washing-
ton, Ernest P. Walker, has a pet elephant
shrew which sleeps apparently without ever
closing its eyes.

Some shrews are burrowers. Others live
among the dead leaves in the forest, moving
nervously about all the time. Another Afri-
can variety thinks it is a kangaroo. It leaps
remarkable distances to prove it

There is a water shrew, sometimes called
the “fish mouse.” This amphibious creature
has been seen to dive to the bottom of an
aquarium, dig its long flexible nose into
the sand in search of food, and literally
standing on its snout, kick its feet to stay
in position.
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