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ZOOLOGY

NATURE =W

RAMBLINGS

» A VERY small animal with a very large
nose is the shrew, whose chief fame arose
when Shakespeare applied its name to wom-
en of unfortunate and trying disposition.
In the eyes of many naturalists, this was
grossly unfair to the shrew.

It is true that the little shrew is a nerv-
ous mouse-like mammal, addicted to bur-
rowing and possessing both the inquisitive
nature and the elongated nose needed for
this prying. But in burrowing for food,
the shrew performs a useful service. Shrews
eat a lot of harmful insects in the ground.
They also eat snails, an occasional field
mouse, and many an earthworm. Few wom-
en care for these dishes, despite their dis-
positions.

Counted among shrews are the smallest
of the world’s true mammals, tiny furred

A TREAT—NOT A TREATISE
that will give you a real boost to success
HOW TO DEVELOP YOUR
THINKING ABILITY

Use the easy-to-apply streamlined methods
for thinking so clearly illustrated in this
new book by Kenneth S. Keyes, Jr. The
simple step-by-step formula in this book
will give you a real boost towards success
in the business world, show you how to
achieve a happier marriage, and bring you
rich dividends in popularity and esteem.
You will learn how to apply the scientific
method of thinking in solving your own
personal problems. You will find that the
ideas in this book are as practical as a
five dollar bill, and the increased success
they will bring you will be worth many
times that. Eighty-one clever cartoons by
Ted Key (leading Saturday Evening Post
cartoonist) illustrate the six principles for
straight thinking that will enable you to
attack any problem with greater effective-
ness and new insight. This book is the
monthly selection of two national book

clubs!

IT'S DIFFERENT—This is no dull theoretical
book but, instead, a sparkling, fast-paced
and practical handbook that will put you
on your mental toes ‘right off the bat’.
246 pages. $3.50 postpaid.

5-DAY MONEYBACK GUARANTEE

PERSONALITY BOOKS

P.O. BOX 630 MIAMI, FLORIDA

Science News LETTER for December 9, 1950

animals which do not weigh as much as a
penny. Yet this minute creature can be-
come, on occasion, one of the most fero-
cious beasts of the woods, pennyweight for
pennyweight. When the little shrew can
get food no other way, it turns to canni-
balism.

Dr. C. H. Merriam, the noted mam-
malogist, tells of three little shrews he
placed together under a tumbler. One was
immediately killed and devoured by the
other two. Eight hours later, a second had
disappeared. The remaining shrew gave
evidence of being rather well fed. It had
attacked, overcome and ravenously de-
voured two of its own species, each as big
as itself, all within a normal working day.

The shrew is a close cousin of the mole.
It even looks like the mole, with small
beady eyes so thickly covered with fur that
people sometimes claim the animal is blind.
In reality, at least one variety of shrew not

only uses its eyes while it is awake, but
also while sleeping.

This is the African elephant shrew, so
called because its snout is so long that it
resembles an elephant’s trunk. The assistant
director of the National Zoo in Washing-
ton, Ernest P. Walker, has a pet elephant
shrew which sleeps apparently without ever
closing its eyes.

Some shrews are burrowers. Others live
among the dead leaves in the forest, moving
nervously about all the time. Another Afri-
can variety thinks it is a kangaroo. It leaps
remarkable distances to prove it

There is a water shrew, sometimes called
the “fish mouse.” This amphibious creature
has been seen to dive to the bottom of an
aquarium, dig its long flexible nose into
the sand in search of food, and literally
standing on its snout, kick its feet to stay
in position.
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25, D. C. Rules for newly recommended
method of emergency treatment of shock.
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relationship between childhood training and
cultural accomplishment and between child-
hood fear and social anxiety from the point
of view of a child psychoanalyst.

CoNTRIBUTIONS TowWARDs THE KNOWLEDGE OF
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was made for the purpose of evaluating and
planning government policy.

DATE PaLMm INsects IN THE UNITED STATES—
Fenner S. Stickney, Dwight F. Barnes and
Perez Simmons—Gov’t. Printing Office, U. S.
Dept. of Ag. Circ. No. 846, 57 p., illus.,

Cargille

CHECK LIST

Laboratory Aids

for
Industrial, Educational &
Medical Laboratories

Second Edition Released November, 1950
Write for your copy . . .
Just ask for Leaflet CK-2-SNL

R. P. Cargille

118 Liberty St. New York 6, N. Y.

The Science News-Letter. ®

www.jstor.org



paper, 25 cents. Contains information on the
appearance and habits of date palm insects,
and on methods for reducing the damage
caused by them.

ELECTROPHORESIS 1IN PHysioLogy—Lena A.
Lewis—Thomas, 66 p., illus., $1.85. Basic in-
formation on the migration of colloidal
particles under the influence of an electric
field in relation to physiology.
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Heart Institute, Public Health Service Publ.
No. 1%, 20 p., illus., paper, 15 cents. General
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THE INCOMPARABLE VALLEY: A Geologic In-
terpretation of the Yosemite—Francois E.
Matthes—University of California Press, 160
p., illus.,, $3.75.

INpUSTRIAL PLANT LocaTion: Its Application to
Zinc Smelting—Carl Hayden Cotterill—
American Zinc, Lead and Smelting Co., 155
p., illus.,, $5.00. Written from the viewpoint
of technology, business and geography.

THE IsocorTEX oF THE CHIMPANZEE—Percival
Bailey, Gerhardt Von Bonin and Warren S.
McCulloch—Upniversity of lllinois Press, 440
p., illus., $8.50. A detailed study.

MoDERN ABNORMAL PsycHoLogy: A Symposium
—W. H. Mikesell, Ed.—Philosophical Li-
brary, 880 p., illus., $10.00. A compilation of
articles by leading men working in the field
of abnormal psychology. Primarily a refer-
ence and source book.
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Construction of Computation Charts—H. J.
Allcock and J. Reginald Jones—Pitman, 4th
ed., 238 p., illus, $3.75. A college text
brought up-to-date. Revised by J. C. L.
Michel.

PosiTive-DispLACEMENT Pumps  anp  FLuip
Motors—Warren E. Wilson—Pitman, 250 p.,
illus., $7.50. For graduate engineers.
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Council, University of Ilinois, 12 p., illus.,
paper, until Feb. 1, 1951 free upon request
to publisher, Mumford House, Urbana, IlI.
General information for the houscholder.

RaccooNs oF NORTH AND MIDDLE AMERICA—
Edward A. Goldman—Gov’t. Printing Office,
U. S. Dept. of Interior, North American
Fauna 60, 153 p., illus., paper, 45 cents.

Survey oF Foop aND NuUTRITION RESEARCH IN
THE UNITED STATES—1948-1949—Commit-
tee on Survey of Food and Nutrition Re-
search of the Food and Nutrition Board—
Office of Technical Services, U. S. Dept. of
Commerce, 311 p., paper, $1.75.

TV anp OTHER RECEIVING ANTENNas: Theory
and Practice—Arnold B. Bailey—Rider, 595
p., illus., $6.00. A reference book.

TexTBoOK OF ORGANIC CHEMIsTRY—Louis F.
Fieser and Mary Fieser—Heath, 741 p., illus.,
$6.00. The development of fundamental
principles is exactly the same as in the
authors’ larger book ORGANIC CHEMIS-
TRY (See SNL, Aug. 12, 1950, p. III)
except for a few minor changes. Some topics
on biochemistry, technology and reaction
mechanisms found in the larger volume
have been omitted in this book.

Use oF ETHYLENE IN HARVESTING THE PERsIAN
WaLnur (Juglans regia) 1N CALIFORNIA—
D. G. Sorber and M. H. Kimball—Gov't.
Printing Office, U. S. Dept. of Ag. Tech.
Bull. No. 996, 80 p., illus., paper, 25 cents.

WorLD GEOGRAPHY OF PETROLEUM—Wallace
E. Pratt and Dorothy Good, Eds.—American
Geographical Society, 464 p., illus.,, $7.50.
The nature and deposits of petroleum in the
crust of the earth are discussed. Valuable
contributions are written by Kirtley Mather,
Geoffrey Barrow and many other well-known
authorities.
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VOLCANOLOGY
Volcanic Eruption
Covered Glacier

» A VOLCANO that covered a glacier dur-
ing its first eruption about 35,000 years ago
was described in Washington by Prof. W.
H. Mathews of the University of California,
Berkeley.

After erupting, Mount Garibaldi, one of
a chain of volcanoes in southern British
Columbia, had a portion of its cone on
ice and this part collapsed when the climate
warmed, he told the members of the Geo-
logical Society of America.

The volcanic cone was four and one-half
miles across at its greatest size. The dome
is now being destroyed by landslides, tor-
rential streams and frost action, he stated.
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