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Arctic Floating Islands

Air Force investigating possibility of using floating
islands in Arctic as military bases. Discovered by weather

observers on routine flights.

» THE ARCTIC Ocean may be studded
with large floating “islands” up to 25 miles
wide—islands of ice that could be strate-
gically as well as scientifically useful.

Three of them were discovered last year
merely by cursory observation as a side-
line to weather flights to the North Pole.
None had been seen before because no one
knew what to look for until last year.
However, Air Force observers speculate
that, if three were so easily discovered, it
is a statistical probability that there are
many more.

The islands were discovered because
weather observers of the 375th Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron—stationed in Al-
aska—reasoned that they might exist, reas-
oned what they might look like and told
men travelling on North Pole-bound planes
to look for, them.

A report by Lieut. Col. Joseph C. Fletch-
er and Capt. Lawrence S. Koenig of the
375th tells how research in the writings
of Arctic explorers showed that these
islands might exist and even what they
looked like. It was believed that the ice on
the islands, up to 1,000 feet thick, might have
been piled up over long years by the winds
on the shores of Alaska and the islands
to the north of the continent.

PSYCHOLOGY

Vilhjalmar Stefansson, in 1921, told how
these large masses might break off from
the shore. He saw masses of ice along the
west coast of Banks Island which, if broken
off, could form these islands.

Drs. Kenneth O. Emery and Roger Re-
velle at the Scripps Institution of Oceanog-
raphy, La Jolla, Calif,, speculate that the
islands might have been formed from ice
that originated in the Ice Age which
ended 10,000 to 15,000 years ago. However,
they say that there are serious objections
to these speculations and they should be
checked.

The islands are solid enough and long
lasting enough so that bases could be es-
tablished on them with little fear for the
safety of the personnel. Smoothing of the
pressure ridges so that landing strips could
be built would be relatively simple, the
Air Force officers believe.

Right now, crews of seven to ten men
are spending a week each on a large ice
floe off Alaska to test survival equipment.
However, these ice floes are seldom more
than 10 feet thick and are subject to crack-
ing and collision with other floes. The
islands might solve this problem.
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Tilting Affects Perception

» WHICH WAY is up?

The question, so important to airplane
pilots, of which direction is perpendicular,
is affected by the tlt of the body and also
by spinning. These effects on perception
were reported to the Eastern Psychological
Association meeting, Brooklyn, N. Y.

When you are sitting perfectly erect,
you see a glowing perpendicular rod, shin-
ing in the dark, as tlting a little in a
clockwise direction. If your body is tilted
in a specially constructed chair, you have
the same leaning to the right in your per-
ception. But when you hold yourself in
a tilted position, you are not so deceived.

The finding was reported by Drs. K. A.
Chandler and H. Werner, of Clark Uni-
versity, as a result of tests on 40 students.

Your idea of which way is up is also
changed when you are spinning around,
Drs. R. B. Morant and S. Wapner, also of
Clark University, told the meeting.

These investigators let 28 students look
at a glowing rod in the dark. While they
looked, they were spun around in a chair

which turned over and over at a rate of
25 r.p.m. The glowing rod was turned
until the spinning student reported that it
looked straight up and down.

What they thought was vertical was
changed not only by the spinning and its
direction, but also by whether their move-
ment was being accelerated or whether it
was dying down. A vertical rod appears
to be tipped toward the side of rotation
when you are speeding up and away from
that side when you are slowing down.

Speeding up in one direction affects
your perception the same way as slowing
down in the opposite direction.

The angle at which a pole is tippsd
will make it look longer or shorter, Drs.
W. T. Pollock and A. Chapanis, of the
Johns Hopkins University reported.

It has long been known that a door
lying on its side on the ground looks as
though it would not fit the doorway. Now
these investigators have found that the up-
right line is not the one which appears
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taller. The line tipped at an angle of 60
degrees.

Your watch hand, for example, would
not look longest when pointed at 12
oclock, but at 10 o’clock, when compared
with hands indicating a quarter of three.
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A pound of tea can make four times as
many cups of beverage as a pound of
coffee.

Rice bran, a by-product in milling rice,
yields an os of high quality; it is the only
oil, except olive oil, that will mix with
alcohol.

WOULDN'T YOU
RATHER WORK
FOR YOURSELF?

“Your chance to own your

own business—the best way

known to learn which busi-
ness to start.”

This is just one of the many practical reports in
Live in the Country—and Make It Pay, a new
book that brings the better, safer life of the
country within your reach.

Why not be your own boss? Why not live
where you can go hunting, fishing, boating,
swimming practically from your front door?
Where you can slash food, rent, and cloth-
ing costs?

Live in the Country—and Make It Pay opens
your eyes to the opportunities you could find if
you had the time to spend months in learning
the many ways in which you can gain security
with happiness out in the country. Here are
only a few of the many practical chapters.

® A proven plan to earn $3,000 a year in the
country without farming.

® The only sure way to get a good buy in a
business put up for sale.

® Proven plans how women earn a good living
in the country.

® Hobby shops, country advertising agencies,
and other profitable plans for men.

® Tourist cabins and trailer camps—a sure profit
maker ?

® Today’s golden opportunity: the NEW one
man poultry farm.

® New road to rebuilding cheap land and aban-
doned farms.

® Your opportunities in resort farms, part-time
farms, 5-acre farms, orange groves, ranches,
ete.

® Where the future lies for men with business
sense.

Will you work for others
until you die?

Or will you be your own boss? And live in New
England, say, or Florida or California or your
own favorite spot? And out in the country where
there are no crowds or traffic jams, where the
air is fresh and healthful, and you can enjoy
yourself while living costs are less?

Send today for Live in the Country—and Make It
Pay. It’s only $1, and we gladly return your
money if you don’t agree that this book will
show you how to earn a comfortable living in the
country.

Don’t bother to write a letter. Simply tear
out ad, print name and address and mail
check, money order or $1 bill. Now, before you
forget it, write to HARIAN PUBLICATIONS,
104 SECOND AVE., GREENLAWN, NEW YORK.
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