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Stone Age Had Farmers

Report evidence that 8,000 years ago, men farmed
in Iran. Radiocarbon calendar was used to date remains.
Layers showed progressive civilization.

» Evidence that 6,000 years before the birth
of Christ, men raised goats for meat and
nilk, grew grain for food and sheared sheep
for clothing was reported in Philadelphia.

Remains of the world’s first known
farmers were discovered in a cave on a hill-
side in Iran, about 50 miles from the Rus-
sian border. The discovery was made by
Dr. Carleton S. Coon, of the University
Museum of the University of Pennsylvania.

The finds were dated by Dr. Willard F.
Libby, nuclear physicist at the University
of Chicago, who found that the radioactive
carbon clock placed the time that these
earliest farmers lived at about 6050 B.C.

A total of 28 layers was successively un-
earthed, showing that this same Belt Cave
served as a home for successive generations
of men from the Middle Stone Age through
the New Stone Age. During this time cul-
ture developed. The oldest of the inhabit-
ants of the cave knew only how to hunt
wild animals for their meat and skins.
Later they herded animals for milk and
wool. Later still they began to cultivate
the soil and grow grain and to make
pottery dishes.

Earliest animal to be domesticated was
the goat, Dr. Coon found. Then came the
sheep and later the pig and the ox.

The Stone Age men who lived in this
cave knew how to make sickles to cut
their grain. Evidence of the use to which
their stone blades were put was found in
a coating on the cutting edge due to the
silica in the grain stems. Some were coated
on one edge; others had two cutting edges.
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Question Box

The baked pottery left behind by the
Stone Age farmers was tempered with
chaff when it was fired, another evidence
of the growing of grain.

Among the 31,000 bones and other ob-
jects found in the cave were a few remains
of the human occupants themselves. The
skull of a 12-year-old girl was among the
finds. She was of the Neanderthal type,
and lived in the Middle Stone Age period,
about ten or twelve thousand years ago.
Remains of two adults were also unearthed.

The Stone Age farmers grew their grain
and raised their herds in an ideal location,
Dr. Coon points out. Near the coastline
of the Caspian Sea, they had an ideal tem-
perate climate for early agriculture. It never
freezes in that area and there is adequate
rainfall to sustain a rich soil.

Science News Letter, May 5, 1951

ARCHAEOLOGY
Find Ancient Fingerprints
Clear 3,500 Years Later

» FINGERPRINTS of men who sealed
jars containing oil, probably about 3,500
years ago, were still clear when the jars
were unearthed during excavations in 1950.

This was reported by Dr. Alan J. B.
Wace, professor of archaeology at Farouk I
University, Alexandria, Egypt. He told the
American Philosophical Society meeting in
Philadelphia of the discovery of an im-
portant house with a large basement in the
excavations at Mycenae, Greece.

In one room of the basement stood the
thirty “stirrup jars” for oil which had been
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stoppered with clay and sealed with their
owners’ signets. The still clear fingerprints
were found on these jars. Beneath the floor
were fragments of “gaily colored frescoes”
from a yet earlier building.

The Mycenae excavations are supported
by the American Philosophical Society un-
der the direction of the British School at
Athens, with assistance from the Universi-
ties of Cambridge and Oxford, England,
and the British Academy.

Science News Letter, May 5, 1951

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
voL. 59 MAY 5, 1951 No. 13

44,300 copies of this issue printed

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C., NOrth
2255. Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subscription rates: 1 yr., $5.50; 2 yrs., $10.00;
3 yrs.,, $14.50; single copy, 15 cents, more than
six months old, 25 cents. No charge for foreign
postage.

Change of address: Three weeks notice is re-
quired. When ordering a change please state
exactly how magazine is now addressed. Your
new address should include postal zone number
if you have one.

Copyright, 1951, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to avail
themselves ot the numerous syndicate services
issue.d by Science Service. Science Service also
publishes CHEMISTRY (monthly) and THINGS of
Science (monthly).

Printed in U. S. A. Entered as sscond class
matter at the post office at Washington, D. C.
under the act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for
mailing at the special rate of postage provided
for by Sec. 34.40, P. L. and R., 1948 Edition, para-
graph (d) (act of February 28, 1925; 39 U. S. Code
283), authorized February 28, 1950. Established in
mimeographed form March 18, 1922. Title reg-
istered as trademark, U. S. and Canadian Patent
Offices. Indexed in Readers’ Guide to periodical
:.itdermure, Abridged Guide, and the Engineering
ndex.

Member Audit Bureau of Circulation. Advertis-
ing Representatives: Howland and Howland, Inc.,
393 7th Ave.,, N.Y.C., PEnnsylvania 6-5566 and
360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago. STAte 2-4822.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The tnstitution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as a non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science: Edwin
G. Conklin, Princeton University; Karl Lark-Horo-
vitz, Purdue University; Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard
University. Nominated by the National Academy
of Sciences: Harlow Shapley, Harvard College
Observatory; R. A. Millikan, California Institute of
Technology; L. A. Maynard, Cornell University.
Nominated by the National Research Council: Ross
G. Harrison, Yale University; Alexander Wetmore,
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution; Rene J. Dubos,
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. Nomi-
nated by the Journalistic Profession: A. H. Kirch-
hofer, Buffalo Evening News; Neil H. Swanson,
Baltimore Sun Papers; O. W. Riegel, Washington
and Lee School of Journalism. Nominated by the
E. W. Scripps Estate: H. L. Smithton, E. W, Scripps
Trust; Frank R. Ford, Evansville Press; John
O’Rourke, Washington Daily News.

Officers-—President: Harlow Shapley; Vice Presi-
dent and chairman of Executive Committee: Alex-
ander Wetmore; Treasurer: O. W. Riegel; Secretary:
Watson Davis.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Writers: Jane
Stafford, A. C. Monahan, Marjorie Van de Water,
Martha G. Morrow, Ann Ewing, Wadsworth Likely.
Science Clubs of America: Joseph H. Kraus, Mar-
garet E. Patterson. Photography: Fremont Davis.
Sales and Advertising: Hallie Jenkins. Production:
Priscilla Howe. In London: J. G. Feinberg.

The Science News-Letter. ®

www.jstor.org



