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Wounded Show Mental llls

» MANY OF the marines and soldiers
wounded in Korea have been showing
symptoms of mental disturbance. Some-
times these were so severe that the men
had to be transferred to psychiatric wards,
three Army and Navy psychiatrists re-
ported to the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciaion meeting in Cincinnati.

The irritability, restlessness, depression
and pain shown by these wounded seri-
ously complicated their treatment and
convalescence.

Interviews with about 90 of the men
showed that there were four chief factors
causing these symptoms of mental dis-
turbances: 1. emotional and family prob-
lems of long standing that had been acti-
vated by the anxieties of combat; 2. pro-
longed symptoms of anxiety, restlessness,
startle reaction and battle dreams directly
related to combat; 3. disturbances due to
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the nature of the wounds themselves, some
of which involved losing arms or legs,
and to the problems of future adaptation;
4. reaction to the prolonged, painful and
monotonous nature of the operations and
treatment which in some cases would ex-
tend to two years.

These patients were very much im-
proved, both mentally and physically, when
the psychiatrist and orthopedic surgeon
worked together in the surgical wards,
instead of having the patient sent to the
psychiatric clinic or ward.

Alertness to the problems of these pa-
tients now, the three doctors stated, will
reduce the possibility of later mental break-
downs. The doctors reporting were: Dr.
Douglas Noble, consultant at the National
Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md., Capt.
Douglas B. Price, U. S. Army, and Comdr.
Marion E. Roudebush.
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Cancer in Men Increases

» CANCER IS on the increase, especially
among men. This is the case for the metro-
politan area of Atlanta, Ga., first area where
a National Cancer Institute survey has been
completed.

Surveys in New Orleans, Birmingham,
Dallas, San Francisco, Denver, Chicago,
Detroit, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia have
been made and the statistical reports are
now being prepared.

By the end of this year the U. S. Public
Health Service and its National Cancer In-
stitute hope to know whether the disease
is increasing or decreasing throughout the
nation. Present statistics on how many peo-
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ple have cancer, the basis for most cancer
control and research activities, were com-
piled during the two-year period, 1937 to
1939. The new survey figures cover the
years 1947 and 1948.

In the Atlanta area the rate at which
cancer attacks has increased from 313 per
100,000 population in 1937 to 340 per 100,-
000 in 1947. The relative increase was much
larger among males than females, from 176
to 212 per 100,000 (21%,) among males, but
from 250 to 259 (4%,) among females. The
death rate increased from 73 to 99 per
100,000.

The increasing age of the population
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What is the effect of inhaling carbon dioxide
on mentally sick persons? p. 310.

Why is the use of the term ‘“mental disorder’’
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throughout the nation and improved case
finding and reporting by physicians and
others are credited with the increase.
Questions also to be answered by the
surveys, Surgeon General Leonard A. Scheele
of Public Health Service said, are: Is lung
cancer on the increase? Are certain areas
of the country “heavier” cancer areas than
others? What age groups are most likely
to develop certain types of cancer?
Science News Letter, May 19, 1951

LETTER
No. 20

SCIENCE NEWS
VOL. 59 MAY 19, 1951

44,600 copies of this issued printed

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St.,, N. W., Washington 6, D. C., NOrth
2255. Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subscription rates: 1 yr.,, $5.50; 2 yrs., $10.00;
3 yrs., $14.50; single copy, 15 cents, more than
six months old, 25 cents. No charge for foreign
postage.

Change of address: Three weeks notice is re-
quired. When ordering a change please state
exactly how magazine is now addressed. Your
new address should include postal zone number
if you have one.

Copyright, 1951, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to avail
themselves of the numerous syndicate services
issued by Science Service. Science Service also
publishes CHEMISTRY (monthly) and THINGS of
Science (monthly).

Printed in U. S. A. Entered as second class
matter at the post office at Washington, D. C.
under the act of March 3, 1879 Acceptance for
mailing at the special rate of postage provided
for by Sec. 34.40, P. L. and R., 1948 Edition, para-
graph (d) (act of February 28, 1925; 39 U. S. Code
283}, authorized February 28, 1950. Established in
mimeographed form March 18, 1922, Title reg-
istered as trademark, U. S. and Canadian Patent
Offices. Indexed in Readers’ Guide to periodical
Il.iféerofure, Abridged Guide, and the Engineering
ndex.

Member Audit Bureau of Circulation. Advertis-
ing Representatives: Howland and Howland, Inc.,
393 7th Ave., N.Y.C.,, PEnnsylvania 6-5566 and
360 N. Michigan Ave.. Chicago. STAte 2-4822.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as a non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees-——Nominated by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science: Edwin
G. Conklin, Princeton University; Karl Lark-Horo-
vitz, Purdue University; Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard
University. Nominated by the National Academy
of Science: Harlow Shapley, Harvard College
Observatory; R. A. Millikan, California Institute of
Technology; L. A. Maynard, Cornell University.
Nominated by the National Research Council: Ross
G. Harrison, Yale University; Alexander Wetmore,
Secretary, Smithsonian Institution; Rene J. Dubos,
Rockefeller lnstitute for Medical Research. Nomi-
nated by the Journalistic Profession: A. H. Kirch-
hofer, Buffalo Evening News; Neil H. Swanson,
Baltimore Sun Papers; O. W. Riegel, Washington
and Lee School of Journalism. Nominated by the
E. W. Scripps Estate: H. L. Smithton, E. W. Scripps
Trust; Frank Ford, Evansville Press; John T
O'Rourke, Washington Daily News.

Officers—President: Harlow Shapley; Vice Presi-
dent and chairman of Executive Committee: Alex-
ander Wetmore; Treasurer: O. W. Riegel; Secretary:
Watson Davis.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Writers: Jane
Stafford, A. C. Monahan, Marjorie Van de Water,
Martha G. Morrow, Ann Ewing, Wadsworth Likely.
Science Clubs of America: Joseph H. Kraus, Mar-
garet E. Patterson. Photography: Fremont Davis.
Sales and Advertising: Hallie Jenkins. Preduction:
Priscilla Howe. In London: J. G. Feinberg.

The Science News-Letter. ®

www.jstor.org



