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Gold salts, long used to treat rheumatic
diseases, can kill L germs. Reasoning that
this was why they helped some arthritic
patients, Dr. Brown and associates next
made test tube trials of penicillin and other
antibiotic germ killers. Aureomycin, chlor-
amphenicol and terramycin proved capable
of killing the L germs, terramycin being
most effective.

Meanwhile studies by the relatvely new
technique of electrophoresis had shown
that the proteins in blood serum were
changed in rheumatic diseases. In severe
cases there is a relatively low amount of
albumin. Cortisone treatment causes a rise
in albumin in blood serum. Injections of
albumin reduced joint pain and swelling
within 15 minutes, the improvement last-
ing six to eight hours. Apparently the al-
bumin had the same effect as cortisone
in blocking the L germ-antibody reaction,
Dr. Brown reasoned.

This led to giving albumin, to block the
reaction, with an antibiotic, to kill the L
germs. In the few cases treated this way,
there was marked clearing of symptoms
and improvement shown by blood tests.

But until the new treatment has been
tried on 100 or more patients and results
followed for two years, Dr. Brown does not
feel any real judgment on it can be made.
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INVENTION
Processing Food With
Natural Flavor Patented

» DEHYDRATED SOUPS and desserts,
natural and imitation fruit flavorings, dried
eggs and milk, soluble coffee, and other
dehydrated products will keep their flavors
locked in and stay in shape to use without
airtight packaging through use of two
new methods which have just won five
patents for two scientists of Parke, Davis
and Company, Detroit.

The methods involve mixing the food
and beverage products with either poly-
vinyl alcohol or a cellulose derivative. They
are now being tested by the manufacturers
of various food products, but are not yet
in general use.

Many extracts of natural and synthetic
flavors lose some of their original flavor
or odor or both when they are stored. In
addition, they tend to become caked from
the moisture in the atmosphere. The fatty
substances in dried soups now have to be
packed expensively and usually separate
from the other ingredients.

If these two chemicals are mixed with
the dehydrated foods and drinks, the patent
descriptions claim, this deterioration and
the expensive air-tight packaging which is
needed to prevent it are done away with.

Patents 2,555,464 through 2,555,468 were
issued to Herman H. Bogin and Rufus D.
Feick and assigned by them to Parke, Davis
and Company, Detroit, on the new methods.
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PSYCHIATRY

Panic Aid Posts Urged

Panic and fear victims after A-bomb attacks could
be taken care of in special shelters. Panic may take heavy

toll of lives.

» PSYCHIATRIC FIRST aid stations will
be needed to take care of victims of panic
and fear in case of A-bomb attacks, two
groups of doctors have declared. Panic
may take more lives than the actual A-
bomb attacks, one group pointed out.

Three medical officers of the Army
present a plan for prevention and control
of panic in the UNitep StaTes ARMED
Forces MebicaL Journar (April). In addi-
tion, a committee of the Group for the
Advancement of Psychiatry has published
a similar plan.

“It is possible,” said Col. John M. Cald-
well, Lieut. Col. Stephen W. Ranson and
Lieut. Col. Jerome G. Sacks, “that loss of
life may be greater by reason of panic
than as a result of the disaster itself.”

Both reports stress the need for complete
information on the nature of the various
panic-producing attacks which might occur.
Just as important, it was said, was the man-
ner in which this information is passed on
to the general public. The committee of
the Group for the Advancement of Psy-
chiatry criticized the overly-dramatic pre-
dictions of impending doom which, it said,
were disseminated by some columnists and
commentators.

MEDICINE

“Early interruption of acute, severe
anxiety reactions,” on the part of individuals
subjected to A-bomb and other attacks,
was seen as the most effective approach.
Both reports stressed the need for psychiatric
first aid stations which would seek to re-
turn persons mentally affected by the at-
tack to normal life.

“Group panic,” it was pointed out, “in-
volves unreasoning, uncritical, and un-
adaptive movement of groups toward es-
cape from danger.” To control this sort of
action, it was suggested, road blocks should
be set up on roads leading out of attacked
cities. People moving away from the city
in “unplanned and unauthorized manner”
should be diverted and the proper informa-
tion given to them.

Any evacuation movements which arc
necessary should be carefully controlled
because, in such movements, panic is quite
easily developed.

A community which already has sound
mental health, good intergroup relation-
ships, factual knowledge about the possi-
bilities to be faced in an attack and a
method of dealing with those possibilities,
it was emphasized, would be most able to
prevent or reduce panic.
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Drug Fights Gangrene

» A LEG-SAVING drug is now available
at drug stores on a doctor’s prescription.
This may mean the saving of large num-
bers of feet and legs threatened with am-
putation because of gangrene due to dia-
betes. Children may be saved from crippling
due to chronic osteomyelitis.

The new drug is called Varidase by its
manufacturers, the Lederle Laboratories
Division of American Cyanamid Company.
Doctors who have been using it in pre-
release trials know it as streptokinase and
streptodornase.

The two long words are names for
enzyme chemicals produced by the danger-
ous streptococcus germs. These two chemi-
cals have the power to liquefy clotted blood
and thick pus. Once liquefied, such mate-
rial can be easily removed from infected
areas, giving a chance for anti-germ chemi-
cals such as penicillin, aureomycin and
others to act more effectively and also giv-
ing the body’'s natural healing powers a
better chance.
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The action of these two streptococcus
enzymes has been known for years. Labo-
ratories all over the world have been try-
ing to prepare the materials in large enough
quantities to try them on patients.

Lederle Laboratories are the first to
achieve this and it cost them “three years
of sad experience and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” Dr. David Bryce said.

Credit for solving the problem of find-
ing a way to produce Varidase commercially
goes to Frank Ablondi, working under
Dr. J. H. Williams, director of research
for Lederle.

Besides its leg-saving future, Varidase is
said to show great promise as an aid in
treatment of the deep-seated chest infections
known as empyema.

The chemical is produced in a dried
form. It is used either by injection into
body cavities or is applied directly to in-
fected areas, such as diabetic ulcers.
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