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MEDICINE

War Gas for

» NITROGEN MUSTARD, World War
II poison gas chemical, may prove effective
as a remedy for rheumatoid arthritis. It
may also become helpful for other condi-
ticns, such as asthma, in which cortisone
and ACTH are helpful.

Good results with the use of this chemical
in a small number of patients are reported
by Drs. C. Jimenez Diaz, E. Lopez Garcia,
A. Merchante and J. Perianes of the Medical
Clinic and Institute for Medical Research,
Madrid University, Spain, in the JournaL
OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
(Dec. 8).

Of the nine arthritis patients treated, “five
improved extraordinarily,” the Spanish doc-
tors report. “Complete disappearance of the
pain and swelling of the joints and recovery
of normal movement” occurred in these.

In three other patients the improvement
is termed “considerable, even though not
so complete.” In two of these patients per-
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manent joint changes and irreversible mus-
cular contractions had already set in and
were not affected by the nitrogen mustard.
The breathing difficulty disappeared after
the first injection in two patients with the
asthma condition doctors call status asth-
maticus. Reason for trying nitrogen mustard
injections in these patients was the fact that
they produce effects similar to that of
cortisone on white blood cells, causing a
progressive decrease in certain of them.
The Spanish doctors have not yet had
an opportunity to use cortisone for treat-
ment of arthritis patients, so are not able
to say how the two treatments compare.
They point out that the number of patients
reported on is small. They are continuing
the treatment on more patients. Meanwhile
they feel their results are good enough to
draw the attention of other docors to this
possible help for arthritis patients.
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Elm Scale Controlled

» FIRST SUCCESSFUL introduction of
insect parasites of European elm scale in
the United States has been announced by
the division of biological control of the
University of California Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, Riverside.

Dr. S. E. Flanders disclosed that a small
parasitic wasp introduced from France and
reared in the Riverside station insectary
was released in three California cities,
Sacramento, Pasadena and Redlands, in
1949 and 1950. The wasp this year has
practically cleaned up the elm scale on
trees in Redlands.
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p. 377.
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European elm scale has been a serious
pest throughout the nation for many years.
Unless trees are given costly annual treat-
ment with chemical sprays, they become
unsightly. Scale insects, sucking sap from
the tree, excrete a honey-like fluid and
create a condition right for a black fungus.

Elm scale parasites were introduced into
the United States from Germany in 1908
and from France in 1934, but were not
successful. In 1949, however, several hun-
dred specimens were obtained from H. L.
Parker, in charge of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture parasite laboratory in France.
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What disas‘er treatment for burns has been
recommended? p. 377.

What method can be used to keep alive a
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ered? p. 374.
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For how long does the shortest-lived sub-
atomic particle yet discovered live? p. 374.
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A pair of elm trees which had never
been sprayed was found in Redlands. The
first two years, Dr. Flanders said, little
effect on the scale was apparent. This year,
however, he reports the parasite established
and working. The trees are free of scale,
though others several blocks away are
heavily infested.

This is the only instance of biological
control of European elm scale in this
country.
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