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The New Year

» NEW YEAR’S Day is not the same on
all calendars. Many peoples reckoned the
year as beginning in the spring—ancient
Greeks and Romans, for example—and a
few even in autumn.

But the marking of the new year has
always been tied up with one of the four
principal points of the sun’s apparent path
through the heavens: spring and autumn
equinoxes, when days and nights are equal
in length; summer solstice, when days are
longest; and winter solstice, when they are
shortest.

It is quite natural to begin the year in
spring, when the days have grown long
enough to provide warmth and light for
germinating seeds and opening buds on
vines and fruit trees. Calendars that put
New Year’s Day on or near the spring
equinox are farmers’ calendars.

It is not without significance that Mars,
in whose month (March) the Romans cele-
brated the coming of their new year, was
the god of agriculture as well as the god
of war.
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ITS HEALTH, BEAUTY, AND GROWTH
By HERMAN GOODMAN, M.D.

A medical specialist tells you what to do to save and
beautify your hair, stimulate healthier hair growth, and
deal with many problems, as: Dandruff—gray hair—
thinning bair—care of the scalp—baldness—abnormal
types of hair—excessive oiliness—brittle dryness—hair
falling out—infection—parasites—hair hygiene—glands—
diet—hair coloring—and myriad other subjects concern-
ing hair.

‘‘Discusses the many problems of hair retention, re-
growth and removal.””—Science News Letter.
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It may seem strange, if you stop to think
of it, that the calendar of the Christian
year, which has come to be that of all
Western civilization, should begin when
nights are still long and dark, and when
the coldest weeks of winter are still to come.

But the long nights are not quite so long
as they were a short time before. The
winter solstice has been passed; the sun’s
retreat southward has turned into an ad-
vance northward again.

It was this first token of new hope that
was the occasion of the old pagan Yuletide
feast, with its brave show of evergreen
branches, holly, mistletoe and all the other
trappings that have been taken over bodily
by ourselves, including the immemorial,
somewhat irrational, but thoroughly hu-
man, custom of showing how glad we are
by eating (and perhaps drinking) too much.

There is no written record of the exact
date of Jesus’ birth, as there is in all the
gospels of his crucifixion. We have a hint
that it may well have been in winter, be-
cause of the anxious need for shelter that
sent Joseph and Mary into a stable when
there was no room for them in the cara-
vanserai.

In selecting this particular time to cele-
brate the birth of Christ, and his cere-
monial acceptance into the Jewish com-
munity a week later, the early Church
simply took over the ancient pagan feast
of hope and gave it a new significance.

Science News Letter, December 29, 1951

CHEMISTRY
Develop Single-Treatment
Fungicide for Tomatoes

» A SINGLE treatment for tomato plants
with a newly developed fungicide will
prove effective against all major fungus
enemies, to both fruit and foliage, it has
been announced by the Du Pont Company,
Wilmington, Del. The same fungicide is
recommended for potatoes and may later,
after extensive tests have been made, be
recommended for many other crops.

Manzate fungicide is the name adopted
for the néw spraying material. Chemically
it is based on derivatives of dithiocarbamic
acid and its technical name is manganese
ethylene bisdithiocarbamate. It has already
undergone extensive field tests carried out
in 32 states, Canada and Mexico, to evalu-
ate the compound for disease control for
many vegetables and also for apples, to-
bacco, melons and nuts.

A great advantage of the new fungicide
in addition to its effectiveness is that it
alone gives protection against all fungous
diseases on tomatoes. Previously two or
more chemicals have been required in alter-
nate applications to control the various’ dis-
eases. It is particularly recommended to
control anthracnose, gray leaf spot and
Septoria leaf spot on tomatoes, and early
and late blights on both tomatoes and

potatoes.
Science News Letter, December 29, 1951
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ONCE AGAIN we are able to supply
from stock, our completely finished

6" Pyrex Mirror

for making your own
HIGH-POWERED REFLECTING TELESCOPE

With Exquisite Definition, only $18.50

Suitable for the most exacting astronomical ob-
servations.

No need for months of tedious lens grinding—tele-
scope success is assured with our NEW READY-
TO-USE optical units all GROUND, POLISHED,
ALUMINIZED and TESTED. NO LENS GRINDING.

(Metal tube and other accessories also available.
With these the complete telescope is a fascinating,
pleasant job of only a few hours.)

You can better your acquaintance with Jupiter’s
moons, Saturn’s rings, our own Moon and other
heavenly wonders.

More than 10,000 of these mirrors are in service,
attesting their true scientific value.

We are proud of our material. Thorough inspection
of these items is invited, in our store.

See also, our Adler Planetarium (Chicago) display.

Easy, written and progress-photo instructions in-
cluded with each kit. Also included are a ‘‘Flat”
mirror or ‘‘diagonal” and lenses to make 2 eyepieces
giving the powers listed. Postpaid.

6” Kit (Pyrex) 75” F.L.

5” Kit .L.

4” Kit 54” F.L. 60X & 120X.. .
3” Kit 39” F.L. 40X & 80X................ . 6.00

A fine astronomical telescope can be made for as
little as $6.00. We will be glad to tell you how. Send
30c for Know-how Instructions.

TRANSFORMER

Heavy Duty—Input, 115 Volts, A.C. Output, 6 Volts,
5 Amps. Overall Size 31%” x 215” x 214”. Laminated
Core Thickness 7%”. Impregnated winding and core.
Excellenp for. low voltage, high intensity lamps.
Bargain price $2.00 exch plus 25¢ Parcel Post.

FLEX-STONE

The hardest of abrasive materials forced into a
flexible core under pressure, forms a handy pocket
size FLEXIBLE ABRASIVE STONE! For all Electrical
ansd Industtrfial uses.

erves e purpose of a small file—and more! IT
BENDS! IT TWISTS! Does not Break Off! A non-
conductor. Does Not Short-Circuit!

Espsciall'y useful in dressing the contact points in
relays, switches, lighting systems, even where points
are in awkward positions. Useful to machinists, tool-
makers, model makers, scientists, radio, refrigerator,
and oil burner service men, etc. Polishes the Hardest
Metals..Sharpens knives, tools and cutters of all types.

2 Thicknesses and Grits. Size 433” x 3” x .025".

Packed 12 to box (6 of each grit)—$1.00 per box,
Postpaid.

GENERAL UTILITY CYCLONE AND STORM LAMP

Indispensable in any emergency. Operates either on
3 flashlight batteries or 120 volts A.C. Comes in com-
pact Bakelite case measuring 415" x 415”7 x 37, rasy
to carry camping and fishing. Ideal for bungalow or
cottage when power fails. Price, including 4% volt
bulb, and extension cord, no batteris, $5.00 postpaid.

HYGROMETER FOR AIR CONDITIONING

Humidial, Humidity and Temperature Indicator.
Measures ‘‘Relative Humidity”’ (moisture in the air)
within 5% and also indicates temperature accurately.
Sensitive, practical. New modern design. Rust and
vibration proof. This instrument shows the ‘‘Health
Zone” for most efficient work, play—living. Every
home, office and shop needs several. Full instructions
with each. Only $1.60 each. Postpaid.

WALL BAROMETER

Practical! Beautiful! Guaranteed!

PLAN YOUR TOMORROW TODAY!

Highly decorative. This practical barometer prepares
you for nature’s ever changing moods 12 to 24 hours
in advance. It’s simple—if indicator hand falls, bad
weather ahead. If it rises, look for the sun.

Beautifully lettered porczlain open-faced dial. In-

strument is set into block of polished Cherry-
mehogany wood. Case is 514” outside diameter. All
fittings are of bright, lacquersd brass.
. Beautiful interior watch-like movement can be seen
in operation at all times. Accurate German make.
Dependable precision throughout. With instructions—
only $4.90 plus 25c. postage and insurance.

POLAROID

Experiment with polarized light. Get two pieces of
genuine polaroid that can be used in photography,
petrology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, etc. Mounted
in optical glass %” diameter (20 mm). 2 for $1.00.
Postpaid.

Include Postage—Remit with Order
No open accounts—No C.O.D.
Send 50c for Up-to-Minute Catalog

HARRY ROSS
MICROSCOPES—TELESCOPES

Scientific and Laboratory Apparatus
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