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for Old Drug

Decade-old drug will pick up life-saving role in
case of atom bomb attack. Made from animal blood, drug

is called lipo-protein-nucleic

» A DRUG that has been on the market
and in use for over a decade will have a
new lifesaving role in case of atomic
bombings.

The drug is a complex protein chemical
derived from animal blood. Its potential
new use is foreseen by Col. Ralph M.
Thompson, deputy director of the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology in Wash-
ington.

The drug should be included in medical
stockpiles wherever radiation hazards exist
or may exist, Col. Thompson advises. By
this he means stockpiling not only in de-
fense medical supplies in preparation for
possible atomic bombings but also in hospi-
tals and other institutions where X-rays,
radium and radiocactive isotope chemicals
are in use for treatment of cancer or for
research purposes.

Scientifically named lipo-protein-nucleic
acid complex, the yellowish liquid prepara-
tion has the tradename Reticulose. It has
been given to patients previously by injec-
tions into the muscles as a means of giving
them extra protein and to fight infection.

Its possible new anti-A bomb effect is
foreseen from tests on animals conducted
with Dr. L. J. Berry of Bryn Mawr College
and Dr. R. B. Mitchell, U. S. A. F. School
of Aviation Medicine, Randolph Air Force
Base, Tex., where Col. Thompson was chief
of pathology.

TECHNOLOGY

Home Movie

» TINY GLASS beads make home movies
show up well on the screen, while a sheet
of dead-white plastic with rows and rows
of tiny holes punched in it gives a life-
like quality to professional movies.

In the theater, everyone must be able to
see the picture. Yet some sit directly in
front of the screen while others are far
to the side. At home or school, it is more
important to have most of the light re-
flected back toward the most favorable
seating area, in line with the projector and
screen. So different screen materials have
been designed to meet these special needs.

Theater screens are usually made of
sheets of smooth, dead-white plastic that
tends to reflect light uniformly in all direc-
tions. As large loud-speakers are placed
behind the screen, the screens are perforated
to let the sound come through so the actors

acid complex.

In these tests the animals, after irradi-
ation, showed greater resistance to infec-
tion and stimulation of white blood cell
production. The white cells of the blood
are an important defense of the body
against disease germs. Heavy doses of radi-
ation damage the organs that form the
white blood cells, thus lowering the body’s
resistance to infection. This is estimated to
have caused many of the deaths of persons
who survived the immediate radiation ef-
fects of the atom bombings in Japan but
who died a few weeks later.

Great saving of lives among this class
of victims might be achieved in future,
Col. Thompson believes, using Reticulose.

The drug is produced by Chemico Lab-
oratories, Inc., of Indianapolis. Increased
production for further research along the
lines indicated by Col. Thompson’s studies
is now under way. Method of making the
drug and its exact source have not been
published and will not be now, B. E. La-
penta, vice-president of Chemico Labora-
tories, states. He gives as reason for this
the fact that publication now of the method
of preparing the drug might “become auto-
matically valuable to a potential enemy.”

Col. Thompson’s report appears in the
MiLitary SurceoN, official publication of
the Association of Military Surgeons of the
United States.
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Screens

in the picture will appear to be talking. The
tiny holes cause the loss of less than 10%,
of the reflecting surface.

Beaded projection screens are good to
use when the projector can be placed di-
rectly behind most of the people in the
audience. Screens of this type are most often
used in school classrooms, churches and
homes as they reflect the light back toward
the most favorable seating area.

It is interesting to see how differently
screen materials reflect light by testing
them with a flashlight. If you direct the
light from a focusing flashlight into a small
mirror or shiny piece of metal, the light
falls on the ceiling, wall and floor as you
tilt the mirror up and down.

But when you tilt the beaded material,
it reflects most of the light directly back
toward the light source, irrespective of the
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angle at which it is held. The dead-white
plastic reflects the light pretty uniformly
in all directions.

Two types of screen material now pop-
ularly used have been collected for you by
Science Service. In addition, the Motion
Picture Kit demonstrates the old and new
in motion pictures: several frames of Tech-
nicolor pictures from a recent feature
movie are included, along with two ani-
mated cartoons which let you actually see
the figures move. Magnetic and photo-
graphic methods of recording sound are
also demonstrated. These specimens can be
secured for the nominal price of 75 cents.
Just write to SciEnce Servicg, 1719 N St,,
N. W., Washington, D. C., and ask for the
Motion Picture Kit.
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SELLS FOUR ARTICLES
at BEGINNING of COURSE

“Before I had finished the third
assignment, I sold four articles that
have brought in over twice the
cost of the complete course. Had
anyone told me when I began the
N.ILA. Course, that I could do
that, I would have considered him
crazy.”'—Walter F. Roper. 95 Bene-
dict Terrace, Longmeadow, Mass.

How Do You Know
You Can’t Write?

HAVE you ever tried?
Have you ever attempted even the least bit of
training. under competent guidance?

Or, even though you realize that the ability to
write fluently is so important to scientists, have
you been sitting back waiting for the day to come
when you will awaken all of a sudden to the dis-
covery, “I am a writer’’?

If the latter course is the one of your choosing, you
probably never will write. Lawyers must be law
clerks. Doctors must be internes. Engineers must be
draftsmen.

That is why the Newspaper Institute of America
bases its writing instruction on journalism—continu-
ous writing—the training that has produced so many
successful authors.

Learn to write by writing

Newspaper Institute’s New York Copy Desk Method
starts and keeps you writing in your own home.
You receive actual assignments, just as if you were at
work on a great metropolitan daily. Your writing is
individually corrected and constructively criticized.
Under such sympathetic guidance, you will find that
(instead of vainly trying to copy someone else’s writ-
ing tricks) you are rapidly creating your own distinc-
tive, self-flavored style.

Many potential writers become awestruck by fabu-
lous stories about millionaire authors and, therefore,
give little thought to the $25, $50 and $100 or more
that can often be earned for material that takes little
time to write—articles on science, hobbies, travel,
scientific papers, church and club activities, etc.—
things that can easily be turned out in leasure
moments.

A chance to test yourself—FREE.
Our unique Writing Aptitude Test tells whether
you possess the fundamental qualities necessary to
successful writing—acute observation, dramatic in-
stinct, creative imagination, etc. You'll enjcy taking
this test. The coupon will bring it free. without obli-
gation. Newspaper Institute of America, One Park
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. (Founded 1925)
FRE NEWSPAPER INSTITUTE OF AMERIC,
ONE PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N.Y.
Send me, without cost or obligation, your Free
Writing Aptitude Test and further information about

writing for profit, as promised in Science News Letter.
Jan. 19th.

Mr.
Mrs.
Miss

AdAress.........ccciviiienrnarsarrarairaeraiiaraaaa,

(All correspondence confidential.
call on you.)

No salesman will

117-A-802
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