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Miracle Drugs in Foods

Foods eaten every day contain very small amounts
of antibiotics that have been fed to young chicks and hogs

to speed their growth.

» ALL OF us are probably eating some of
the modern miracle drugs every day with
our breakfast eggs and our fried chicken
or roast pork for dinner. So far as anyone
knows, however, we will not eat enough
antibiotics this way to have them do us
any good or harm.

The reason we are eating minute
amounts now is that mashes containing
some of the antibiotic drugs, such as aureo-
mycin and terramycin, are being fed to
young chicks and pigs to speed their growth.

Discovery that eggs from commercial
hatcheries where antibiotic mashes are fed
to chickens contain some of the antibiotics
was made by Drs. Donald Greiff and Henry
Pinkerton of St. Louis University, St
Louis, Mo.

They found this out in the course of
experiments with the germs of typhus fever.
These germs, called rickettsiae, were being
grown on the yolk sacs of fertile eggs.

When the hatcheries where the eggs came
from started using antibiotic feeds, the
rickettsiae failed to grow on the eggs. The
antibiotics stopped the germs, just as they
do when used to treat people sick with
typhus fever and many other germ-caused
diseases.

Antibiotics can get into milk, also. Cheese
manufacturers earlier had discovered that
the starter organisms for making cheese
failed to grow in some lots of milk. This
milk, they found, had come from cows that
had gotten “shots” of antibiotics to cure
them of mastitis.

These cows had gotten the antibiotics in-
jected into their udders, where the mastitis-
causing germs were. Feeding antibiotics to
lactating dairy cows, however, does not
result in any of the antibiotic getting into
the milk, according to experiments just
reported in the journal, Science (Feb. 22).
These experiments were made by M. O.
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Two dermatologists give you the up-to-date scientific
facts. They tell you in detail exactly what to do to beau-
tity and improve your skin, how to avoid or correct skin
disorders, and how to deal with many skin problems as:
Daily care of the face—allergies—cosmetics—pimples—
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‘‘Accurate, unvarnished story of practical skin care.”

—Connecticut State Medical Journal
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brary, 84 p., $3.00. Information for the lay-
man about eye defects, use of glasses, eye
exercises, viewing television, eye diseases and
contact lenses.

Science News Letter, March 8, 1952

IS8 (¢
%
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to Q% ?‘}

159

Haq, L. L. Rusoff and A. J. Gelpi, Jr., of
the Louisiana Experiment Station at Baton
Rouge.

Eggs are used for growing influenza
germs to make anti-'flu vaccines. Influenza
A virus will grow on the eggs from anti-
bioticfed chicks, the St. Louis University
scientists found. But they point out that
other disease-fighting experiments in which
eggs are used to grow the germs for
research purposes may be affected.

Eating eggs, chickens and hogs that have
antibiotics in them will not do any harm,
in the opinion of the Food and Drug
Administration. FDA officials point out
that the amount in the egg or meat is so
small it could not have any effect on hu-
mans eating it. Furthermore, ordinary
cooking would destroy the antibiotics.

One possible adverse effect of feeding
antibiotics to animals to speed their growth
has been pointed out in a report by Drs.
M. P. Starr and D. M. Reynolds of the
California Experiment Station at Davis,
Calif., to the AMErIcAN JourNAL oF PusLic
Heavta. These scientists warn that the
spread of drug-fast strains of germs to
larger animals could be serious since the
value of the meat of these animals would
justify treating them with antibiotics when
they get sick.
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A female fly will lay about 500 eggs
during her lifetime.

A book or more than
routine interest to every
thinking person

ESSENTIALS
IN PROBLEM SOLVING

by Zuce Kogan

“This incisive booklet will prove extremely
helpful to many research scientists, although
it is by no means intended solely for that
class of thinkers. Its author, a consulting en-
gineer of long and wide experience, sets forth
in lucid, straightforward style some funda-
mental principles that have long been used,
either consciously or unconsciously, by those
who have successfully solved the problems
which they encountered in their vocations.
His directives are applicable in diverse en-
terprises, and are enriched with meaning by
the examples he cites. It is a document to
be read more than once, until its precepts
become a part of the reader’s everyday men-
tal reaction.”

—XKirtley F. Mather,

in American Scientist

From:
Karl T. Compton, MIT,—FEssentials In Prob-
lem Solving is interesting and stimulating
. . I greatly enjoyed the book, which I
am passing on. . . .

A. C. Ivy, Univ. of Illinois—Your book
should be wery waluable especially because
of its examples.

T. P. Wright, Cornell Univ.—I read this
with interest and feel that the development
of a methodology such as you propound is
highly desirable.

Price $3.00 (Order prepaid or COD)

from: Zuce Kogan
724 Sheridan Road
Chicago 13, lllinois
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