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G.G. Failed To Halt Polio

Committee of experts concluded that “beneficial effects
were not demonstrated” in use of gamma globulin to prevent
cases or to lessen severity of attacks of infantile paralysis.

» GAMMA GLOBULIN, or G.G. for short,
given last year to hundreds of thousands of
children and grown-ups as an anti-polio
weapon, failed to show it could halt the
disease, either by preventing cases or lessen-
ing the severity of the attack.

“Beneficial effects were not demonstrated
either in the inoculation of family associates
of polio cases or in the mass inoculation of
children in epidemic areas,” a committee
of experts asked by the Public Health Serv-
ice, Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, to evaluate the data collected last
summer, concluded.

Some 250,000 youngsters got G.G. shots
in the mass inoculations, and tens of thou-
sands of other children and adults were in-
jected with the substance after coming into
household contact with diagnosed polio
cases. During the year 1953, the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis spent $5,-
500,000 in March of Dimes funds to supply
5,000,000 cubic centimeters of G.G. for allo-
cation by the Office of Defense Mobilization.
The March of Dimes pledged it would
triple this supply in 1954 at a cost of $19;
000,000.

Observation of the 23 communities in
which mass inoculation with G.G. was done
last summer did not give enough informa-
tion for the Public Health Service’s evalu-
ating committee to conclude whether or
not gamma globulin had an effect in pre-
venting or alleviating the disease when used
in this way.

In most of the cities where gamma globu-
lin was given on a mass basis to all children
last summer, the inoculations were given
after the peak of the epidemic had been
passed. So there was little chance to show
an effect of gamma globulin in modifying
the epidemic.

To show the efficacy of gamma globulin
under conditions of mass inoculations
would, in the committee’s opinion, require
larger experience with greater opportunity
for scientific observation.

“The ‘family contact’ use of gamma glob-
ulin, where members of the household of a
polio case were inoculated as soon as the
illness was recognized, did not measurably
reduce the number of subsequent paralytic
cases in these households,” the committee
reported.

“No measurable effect on the severity of
the ensuing paralysis” was found in those
persons who came down with paralytic
polio after getting gamma globulin because
they were exposed to the disease through
another case in the same household.

The committee was made up of 20 ex-
perts, including leading polio researchers
and some state and city health officials.

The evaluation program was sponsored
by the Public Health Service in collabora-
tion with the Association of State and Terri-
torial Health Officers, the American Physi-
cal Therapy Association and the D. T. Wat-
son School of Physiatrics, which is affiliated
with the University of Pittsburgh School

of Medicine.
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AERONAUTICS

Aircraft Brake Fluid
Used to Put Out Fires

» AIRCRAFT BRAKE fluid can be used as
a fire extinguishing agent by a slight alter-
ation of the chemical content, research by
Dr. Bruce R. Mead of the University of
California at Los Angeles has suggested.

Halogen compounds, chemicals often con-
tained in brake fluids, are believed to be
effective fire extinguishing agents. If ap-
plied when the flame has just started, they
may break a link in the chain reaction of
combustion.

The studies were made for the National
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics be-
cause of the fire hazard in aircraft accidents.
The majority of casualties in such accidents
result from fires.
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AGRICULTURE
Bamboo Could Bring
South $2,000,000 Yearly

» BAMBOO COULD bring southern farm-
ers an estimated $1,300,000 to $2,000,000
yearly if grown in quantity.

A study made by the Georgia Institute of
Technology Engineering Experiment Sta-
tion, Atlanta, shows that there are about 70
uses for bamboo in this country. At present,
both finished bamboo articles and raw bam-
boo are being imported to meet the nation’s
needs.

The most important use for a native crop
would be in paper-making, since large har-
vests of bamboo could supplement south-
ern pine stands now being used in the
manufacture of Kraft papers.

Bamboo also is suited for light, strong
construction. It can make ladders, scaffold-
ing and temporary trestlework. It could
be used for concrete reinforcement, food,
nails, phonograph needles and fuel. A
market for bamboo furniture and household
ornaments also exists in the United States,
the survey revealed.

About 37 species of bamboo now can be
obtained from nurseries. These species can
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be grown successfully in all except the
mountainous regions of Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Caro-
lina, Texas and eastern North Carolina and
Virginia.

The Georgia Tech research was sponsored
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture and
was compiled into a report “A Survey of the
Bamboos” by H. H. Sineath, P. M. Daugh-
erty, R. N. Hutton and T. A. Wastler, all
of the Engineering Experiment Station.

The report pointed out that there are
between 500 and 1,000 species of bamboo in
the world. Some of these species attain
their mature height of 60 feet in six to eight

weeks.
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