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A-Bomb Debris

» RADIOACTIVE DEBRIS from Nevada
atomic bomb tests does not cause tornadoes,
D. Lee Harris of the U. S. Weather Bureau
in Washington reported to the American
Meteorological Society meeting in Miami
Beach, Fla.

His conclusion is based on a study of the
location and time of occurrence of tornadoes
compared with the location and time of
occurrence of radioactive debris. It was
made because the year 1953 saw both the
longest series of atomic tests in Nevada and
the most severe tornado year on record at
that time.

More tornadoes were reported in 1954
than in 1953, although no atomic tests were
held in the continental United States. Mr.
Harris credited “great improvement” in re-
porting the whirlers for the new records set
both in 1953 and 1954.

In 1953, 532 tornadoes were reported;
over 600 have been reported so far in 1954.

—(Questions—

ARCHAEOLOGY—How long has man been in
America? p. 343.
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DENTISTRY—In what new ways can false
teeth now be fitted? p. 349.

o oo

MEDICINE—How can recovery from mumps
be speeded? p. 342.
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SURGERY—What is the most recent develop-
ment in spare parts for humans? p. 340.
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VETERINARY MEDICINE—What is scrapie?
p. 344.
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CHEMISTRY—Why is it important to know
the chemical structure of pyrethrum products?
p. 349.
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For All Microscopists:
PRACTICAL REFRACTOMETRY

By Means of the Microscope

By Roy M. Allen, Sc.D.
A useful guide for both elementary and ad-
vanced workers in microscopy. With listings
of index of refraction liquids for this method

Price $1.00. Will send on approval.
Published by

R. P. CARGILLE LABORATORIES, INC.
117 Liberty St., New York 6, N. Y.

Because the heavy tornado year and many
atomic tests coincided in 1953, many people
thought radioactive debris could have
caused the severe season for whirlers.

In his study, Mr. Harris used as a stand-
ard maps for each month of the year show-
ing where tornadoes have occurred between
1916 and 1950. To these, he compared
maps of recent years showing tornado oc-
currences as well as location of atomic
debris.

If radioactive debris caused tornadoes,
there should be more of the whirlers in
regions of heavy fallout.

There is little correlation between the lo-
cation and time of occurrence of tornadoes
and radioactive debris, he concluded. There
is, he said, a “faint and probably insigficant
suggestion that there is a tendency for tor-
nadoes to avoid the region of most intense
radioactive fallout.”
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BIOCHEMISTRY

Chemists Cut Arthritis
Drug into Eight Parts

» ACTH, PITUITARY gland hormone
famous for its relief of painful, crippling
arthritis among many other ailments, has
been chemically cut up into eight equally
active components, Dr. Paul H. Bell of a
research division of the American Cynamid
Company announces in. the Journal of the
American Chemical Society (Nov. 5).

One of these, known as beta ACTH, can
do everything ACTH can. This is the most
abundant component of the hormone, con-
tains 39 amino acids and has a molecular
weight of 4,556.

The isolation and discovery of the chemi-
cal make-up of this part of the ACTH hor-
mone is expected to lead to better under-
standing of ACTH, the adrenal gland and
various diseases, though not necessarily to
synthesis of the drug. (See p. 343.)
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You can become an EXPERT
; with

MAGNIFIED
EYESIGHT!

“LOOK!
No Hands!”

A real aid in faster, better work! “Eagle
Eye” loupe magnifier lets. you do fine art
or mechanical work, carving, weaving,
reading, etc—having both hands free!
Worn like glasses, with or without your
own. Adjustable. Not a toy. Only $9.95,
postpaid. Or sent C.O.D. Satisfaction
Guaranteed
Dept. S-2, Friedman Specialty Co.
7 S. Dearborn, Chicago 3
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INVENTION
Typist Can Now
Select Type Shade

» A TYPIST can now print a letter in
either a light or dark shade without slow-
ing the typing speed by merely pressing an
added key. Thomas A. Sharp of Roway-
ton, Conn., has invented a device that con-
trols the effective printing surface of type-
writer type. It is an extra, shiftable ribbon
of either clear or opaque material. He
assigned patent No. 2,694,481 to Remington

Rand, Inc., of New York, N. Y.
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UNITRON

Gifts for the Amateur Scientist

20-30-40X ‘‘Tri-Power"’
TERRESTRIAL TELESCOPE

Three Mugmﬁcahons at your fingertips!
Change ly with UNI-
TRON'S new exclusive triple-revolving eyepiece
selector. The UNITRON “‘Tri-Power’’ is the ideal
portable telescope for nature study, bird lore,
vacation trips, sports events, wewmg the Moon,
etc. Built with the same preclsnon as the fa-
mous UNITRON A | Tel Large
62mm (2.4”) coated obijective for brilliant, sharz
image even with dim li hhng Micromatic rac
and pinion focusing. Sturdy 3 section adjust-
able tripod with altazimuth mounting and

clamps. Light weight durolumm 'ube, nished
in wcllmehbak:‘d gmel, easily det from
tripod when desired.
POSTPAID Only $59'95
PRECISION
MICROSCOPES

e triple revolving nosepiece
with parfocal achromatic
oblecnves ‘Wooden cabi-

omclmed prismatic eye-
piece turns in any op-
tional observing direction.

e large research stand.

o low-positioned controls for
ease in operation.

e permanently level stage.

e standard size optics.

80-500X only 2.50

6 magnifications

100-300X only 41.50
3 magnifications
OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE
X_Portable Micr. Set with Accessories.
inion focusing

1.

X, .
300X’ Micr. Set with Lamp and "Slides | .
Microscope Lamps ........ $6.25 and .
\tammg and Dlssecung Kit.......... 14.95

TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE
All instruments fully guaranteed.
Send check or M 0. or 259 deposit with balance
C.0.D. All items postpald except on C.
Xmas order ship same eceived.
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