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Longhorns Number 500

» THE SYMBOLIC animals of America’s
Western frontier days, Texas longhorn cat-
tle, now number more than 500, it was
announced by Secretary of the Interior
Douglas McKay.

Close to extinction less than 25 years
ago, the majority of longhorn cattle sur-
viving from the herds that once numbered
thousands are now maintained on national
wildlife refuges under Federal protection.
A few, the Department reported, are still
in .private ownership.

The largest herd in the country, 376
animals, is to be found at the Wichita
Mountains Refuge, near Cache, Okla.
Another herd of 146 is maintained at the
Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge
near Valentine, Nebr. Four steers are lo-
cated at the Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge, Burns, Ore., and two bulls are on
the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont.

The longhorns were still numerous after
the Civil War, the wildlife experts reported,
but were soon forgotten as livestock breed-
ers began raising heavier, beefier and more
disease-resistant cattle. By 1920 it was diffi-
cult to find more than one or two of these
animals on the western plains.

Conservation of these vanishing animals
was made possible through the efforts of
the late John Hatton of the U. S. Forest
Service and the late Will C. Barnes, public
official, author and one-time cowman, the
Department said.

These two men traveled more than 5,000
miles and examined more than 30,000 head
of Texas cattle in the late 1920’s before
gathering a herd of 30 survivors, which
became the nucleus of the present Wichita
herd.

The longhorn first landed in this country
when' the animals were brought to America
in 1521 by Gregorio Vallalobos, a governor-
general sent to “New Spain.”
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The animal is described as leggy, hardy
and active, with long keen horns and an
“aggressive disposition.” It ranges in color
from black, brindle, dun, spotted, buckskin,
red, roan and white to combinations of
these colors.

The longhorn is slow of growth, but as
the animal matures, the horns keep grow-
ing. On record, the Department reported,
are horns with spreads of up to eight feet
from tip to tip.

“While the Texas longhorn cannot be
classed as a game animal,” the conserva-
tionists concluded, “its preservation is con-
sidered desirable because this type of cattle
was so prominently identified with the early
history of the West and the settlement of
the country.”
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AERCNAUTICS
Tell Ways to Eject
Pilots in One Piece

» WHEN YOU face a 300-mile-an-hour
breeze, your eyelids are forced open and
are raised like umbrellas. Above 400 miles
an hour the air can force your mouth open
and destroy the lungs by overinflating them.
Above 500 miles an hour your face may be
lacerated.

These are just a few of the problems
faced by designers of equipment to bail
out pilots from jet planes, described by
William Bonas and M. J. Reilly, designers
for the Glenn L. Martin Company, Balt-
more, Md., at a meeting of the Society of
Automotive Engineers in Detroit.

Another great problem is how to prevent
the pilot from being cut to bits by the tail
section of the plane when he is ejected.
Even when he is wearing knee guards,
a 500-mile-an-hour wind will fling the
pilot’s legs outward and tear them from
the sockets.

Three fundamental solutions to the prob-
lems of getting the pilot out of a plane
in one piece were described as:

1. The simplest, a “baby carriage cap-
sule,” encloses the pilot and the seat in
a shell-like hood. The unit is ejected from
the plane. It forms a water-tight pod that
will float if it lands on water.

2. The pressurized cockpit, including
canopy, seat, control stick, instrument panel
and oxygen supply system, is separated from
the rest of the plane by a catapult or
rockets. The unit is stabilized by fins.

3. In “the ultimate in capsule design”
the entire nose section of the ship is ejected
by explosive bolts and rockets.

In all these designs the unit may tumble
violently before the parachute opens. The
added forces generated by tumbling might
exceed human endurance, causing injury
or even death.
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Practical Taxidermy

by JOHN W. MOYER

STEP-BY-STEP instructions for mak-
ing finished, life-like mounts of fish,
birds, mammals, and reptiles with mod-
est equipment. Covers field collecting,
tanning; fur rugs, modern museum
methods, etc. “Beautifully illustrated
guide . . . of use to museum preparators

and amateurs alike.” — ALFRED
BaiLeY, Director, Denver Museum of
Natural History. $3

Boy’s Book of Snakes

by PERCY A. MORRIS

THE TRUTH about snakes, showing
how useful many of them are. Explains
how to tell one kind from another,
and how to catch the harmless ones for
pets. Also how to recognize poisonous
snakes — including first-aid for snake
bite. “A more attractive gift for a
nature-wise youngster of either sex
could hardly be imagined.” — The
Biologist. $3.50

Ways of Mammals

In Fact and Fancy
by CLIFFORD B. MOORE

HERE ARE the facts—in contrast to
the myths — about the habits of all
kinds of mammals, from waltzing mice
to lords of the jungle. Based on the
observation of zoologists, book includes
sections by authorities on particular
aspects of animal behavior. “Sprightly

. entertaining . . . authentic.”—LEE
S. CraNDALL, General Curator, Emeri-
tus, N. Y. Zoological Park, in Animal
Kingdom. $3.50

Wildlife in Alaska

by A. STARKER LEOPOLD and
F. FRASER DARLING

AN IMPORTANT study of wildlife in
Alaska, particularly caribou, = moose,
reindeer. Discusses impact of human
settlement on their habitat, big game
in Alaskan economy, the utilization of
the great horned animals as a recrea-
tional resource. “A milestone in its
field.”—Journal of Forestry. $2.75

e Send for thesé books. Save postage by
remitling with order. Address SN-2.

THE RONALD PRESS COMPANY
15 East 26th  St., New York 10

www.jstor.org



