356

ARCHAEOLOGY

Science News LeTTER for June 4, 1955

Shrine For Bible Scrolls

» AN ANCIENT and unique manuscript
dating back to shortly after the birth of
Christ and telling the story of Noah’s birth
will be housed in a research shrine to be
built in Jerusalem.

Although it changed ownership in Wash-
ington, the scroll is still in Jerusalem, tightly
rolled as it has been for thousands of years.
It is now being treated so that it can be un-
rolled without damage, but no one yet
knows what is written in it.

The ancient scroll is one of four, found
by a Bedouin shepherd boy in a cave near
the northern end of the Dead Sea, presented
to the State of Israel as a gift from an
American industrialist, D. Samuel Gottes-
man, who purchased the scrolls when they
were brought to New York for sale.

Perhaps most important of the four
scrolls, said Prof. William F. Albright, Johns
Hopkins University archaeologist, is the
one still under treatment in Jerusalem, be-
cause it is the only surviving well pre-
served book in Jewish Aramaic that was
composed during the 400-year period be-
tween 250 B.C. and the second century A.D.
It is presumed to have been written by
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Lemach, father of Noah, and describes
Noah’s “miraculous birth.”

From the glimpses Prof. Albright was
able to get of the manuscript in its tightly
rolled state, it is in excellent condition and
a creamy white in color. It was apparently
written with a well seasoned reed pen cut
slanted at the end and split to allow the ink
to flow. The book was originally composed
in the first or second century B.C. and this
copy dates from the first century A.D.

Of equal importance to the Lemach scroll,
Prof. Albright said, is another in the collec-
tion, the earliest known manuscript of the
book of Isaiah.

A third scroll is called “The Manual of
Discipline.” It contains the rules of a re-
ligious order believed to be the Jewish sect
known as the Essenes. Another of the
scrolls contains a commentary on the Old
Testament Book of Habakkuk.

The Israel government plans to build a
“Shrine of the Book” to house these an-
cient scrolls and others relating to the Bible
that may be acquired later. The shrine will
be located on the campus of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem.
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Announce New Anesthetic

» ANNOUNCEMENT OF a new anesthetic
drug related chemically to anti-arthritis corti-
sone was made simultaneously in New York
and Geneva, Switzerland.

The new anesthetic is hydroxydione so-
dium, tradenamed Viadril by its manufactur-
ers, Chas. Pfizer and Co., Inc., of Brooklyn,
N. Y.

Good results with it in more than 130
operations involving 20 surgical procedures
were reported by Drs. Frank J. Murphy,
Neri P. Guadagni and Francis L. De Bon of
the University of California School of Medi-
cine, San Francisco, at the International Col-
lege of Surgeons meeting in Geneva.

The California doctors consider it a good
“basal” anesthetic, meaning that it is not a
very potent anesthetic but gives good results
when used with nitrous oxide, the so-called
laughing gas, and oxygen. It is given by
injection into the vein, but must be injected
slowly in a mixture of sugar in water to
avoid irritation of the vein. It takes about
five minutes to make the injection and
another five minutes to take effect enough
to move the patient and start the operation.
Patients go to sleep easily and awaken easily
when it is used. If ether or other anesthetics
are given with it, less of them are needed.

Viadril is a steroid chemical, as are choles-
terol and cortisone and other hormones. Via-
dril, however, does not have any hormone
effect. It was developed and tested on lab-
oratory animals by Pfizer scientists Drs. Ger-

ald D. Laubach, S. Y. P’an and H. W. Rudel.
First suggestion that a steroid chemical could
have anesthetic effects came from the Ca-
nadian scientist, Dr. Hans Selye.

First use of it on a human was by Dr.
Gilbert S. Gordan Jr. of the University of
California who used it for a brain operation.

The steroid anesthetic is a true anesthetic,
not a hypnotic, Dr. Murphy stressed. He
thinks it should therefore not be compared
with pentothal sodium, the barbiturate sleep-
ing medicine widely used to put patients to
sleep for surgical operations.

Because it is an entirely new kind of
anesthetic chemical, scientists at the Pfizer
firm and the California doctors think other
steroid anesthetics may be made.
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“Tombstones’’ in Lungs
May Start New Disease

» SERIOUS LUNG disease, sometimes ap-
pearing like cancer, may start from the
“tombstones” of former conquered disease
in the lungs, Drs. Laurence K. Groves and
Donald B. Effler of the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio, at the meet-
ing of the National Tuberculosis Associa-
tion in Milwaukee.

The tombstones are lymph nodes that
have calcified, or become stony. They ap-
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parently are the residue of healed tubercu-
losis, histoplasmosis or other disease. What-
ever the cause, they form a mechanical
basis for a new disease process, known as
broncholithiasis.

Symptoms of broncholithiasis include a
harassing cough, sometimes accompanied
by the spitting up of blood and, in more
serious cases, by wheezing respirations
when eroding nodes cause bronchial ob-
struction. A mild case may be treated by
relieving the cough, but surgery may be
necessary to remove obstruction in severe
cases. Dr. Groves emphasized, however,
that the surgical procedure is “extremely
difficult and hazardous.”

Science News Letter, June 4, 1955

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
VOL. 67 JUNE 4, 1955 NO. 23

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday Ly SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St.,, N. W., Washington 6, D. C., NOrth
7-2255. Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subscription rates: 1 yr.,, $5.50; 2 yrs., $10.00;
3 yrs., $14.50; single copy, 15 cents, more than
six months old, 25 cents. No charge for foreign
postage.

Change of address: Three weeks notice is re-
quired.  When ordering a change please state
exactly how magazine is now addressed. Your
new address should include postal zone number if
you have one.

Copyright, 1955, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to avail
themselves of the numerous syndicate services
issued by Science Service. Science Service also
publishes  CHEMISTRY (monthly) and THINGS of
Science (monthly).

Printed in U. S. A. Entered as second class mat-
ter at the post office at Washington, D. C., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing
at the special rate of postage provided for by
Sec. 34.40, P. L. and R., 1948 Edition, paragraph
(d) (act of February 28, 1925; 39 U. S. Code 283),
auvthorized February 28, 1950. Established in
mimeographed form March 19, 1922, Title regis-
tered as trademark, U. S. and Canadian Patent
Offices. Indexed in Reader’'s Guide to Periodical
:.itgrafure, Abridged Guide, and the Engineering
ndex.

Member Audit Bureau of Circulation. Advertis-
ing Representatives: Howland and Howland, Inc.,
1 E. 54th St.,, New York 22, Eldorado 5-5666, and
435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, SUperior 7-6048.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as o non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees — Nominated by the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science:
Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard University; Paul B.
Sears, Yale University; Karl Lark-Horovitz, Purdue
University. Nominated by the National Academy
of Sciences: Edward U. Condon, Berkeley, Calif.;
Harlow Shapley, Harvard College Observatory;
George W. Corner, Carnegie Institution of Wash-
ington. Nominated by the National Research
Council: Ross G. Harrison, Yale University; Leonard
Carmichael, Smithsonian Institution; Jerome Hun-
saker, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Nom-
inated by the Journalistic Profession: Neil H.
Swanson, Ruxton, Md.; O. W. Riegel, Washing-
ton and Lee University; Michael A. Gorman, Flint
Journal. Nominated by the Scripps Estate: Edward
J. Meeman, Memphis Press-Scimitar; John T.
O’Rourke, Washington Daily News; Charles E.
Scripps, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Officers — President: Leonard Carmichael; Vice
President and Chairman of Executive Committee:
Charles E. Scripps; Treasurer: O. W. Riegel; Secre-
tary: Watson Davis.

Staff — Director: Watson Davis.
Stafford, Marjorie Van de Water, Ann Ewing,
Howard Simons, Edward Housman. Science Clubs
of America: Joseph H. Kraus, Margaret E. Patterson.
Photography: Fremoni Davis. Sales and Advertising:
Hallie Jenkins. Production: Priscilla Howe. Inter-
lingua Division in New York: Alexander Gode,
Hugh E. Blair, 80 E. 11th St., GRamercy 3-5410.

Writers:  Jane

The Science News-Letter. ®

www.jstor.org



