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Animated Mousetraps

» THE INVENTOR who comes up with
a better mousetrap has long been promised
fame and fortune.

However, many people still feel that,
when all the pros and cons are counted,
man’s most familiar mousetrap—the domes-
tic cat—will probably stay the best.

Mice have been sponging off human be-
ings since the first prehistoric families took
up residence in caves. And since that time
men have sought means of getting rid of
them. It is quite likely that the first “do-
mestic” cats came to the vicinity of men be-
cause of the rodents that were likewise at-
tracted to human habitations.

Instead of killing the cats as food, early
men tolerated and fed them, to keep the liv-
ing mousetraps around.

Other flesh-eating animals are also good
mousetraps, but for a variety of reasons hu-
mans have not taken so well to them.

For example, many species of snakes are
avid mouse-catchers, although few people
seem willing or anxious to keep them
around for that purpose. Actually, the eco-
nomic aid that snakes give farmers each
year by destroying harmful rodents in fields,
barns and granaries is tremendous but, in-
stead of welcoming a corn snake around
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the farm, too many farmers are apt to kill
it thoughtlessly.

Snakes are something of efficiency ex-
perts when it comes to cleaning out a den
of mice, observations in the laboratory have
shown. In an experiment, two white-ankled
mice were placed in a cage with a Davis
Mountain ratsnake, Elaphe subocularis. The
ratsnake immediately seized one of the mice
in his mouth and constricted it with a single
loop of its body. With this mouse secure, it
began to stalk the second, captured and con-
stricted it. For some ten minutes, the rat-
snake was squeezing the two mice in its
coils at the same time.

When they were crushed to the snake’s
satisfaction, he released them both and de-
voured them leisurely one at a time.

Many other reptiles, birds, mammals and
even insects are efficient rodent catchers, but
for animated mousetraps, the domestic cat
will probably remain man’s “old reliable.”
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AGRICULTURE
2,4-D Spray Kills
Sagebrush on Ranges

» SAGEBRUSH can be wiped off western
ranges by spraying the chemical, 2,4-D,
which is an effective partner to other sage-
brush clearing techniques, plowing and
burning.

Ten years of experiments in northern
California proved 2,4-D 1009, effective and
low enough in cost to be a practical sup-
plementary control for the average rancher.

U. S. Department of Agriculture range
conservationists found that, although the
chemical cannot always compete cost-wise
with other control methods, it is highly
useful on lands too thin to burn. After
sagebrush has been chemically killed, native
or sown grasses can be established.

The scientists, Dr. Donald R. Cornelius
and Charles L. Graham, say best results
will be achieved if grazing is deferred for
one year and grazing management tech-
niques maintained afterward.
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ARCHAEOLOGY—When was San Francisco first
settled? p. 87.
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MEDICINE—Why has the farm accident rate
increased with the replacement of farm horses
by tractors? p. 91.
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PHYSICS—What fuel is suggested for a power
plant using the thermonuciear reaction? p. 84.

Oooa

PHYSIOLOGY—How can blood plateit counts
help childless couples? p. 88.
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STATISTICS—What new records could be set in
this year’s Olympics? p. 85.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: Cover, Raytheon Manufacturing
Company; p. 83, Phillips Petroleum Company;
p. 85, Fremont Davis; p. 87, J. J. Barton-The
Franklin Institute; p. 9& U. S. Department of
:n'er’;or; p. 96, East Chemical Products,
nc.

7 DENTAL INSTRUMENTS

each are ideally suited for working in Metal,
Plastic, Wood, Leather, Clay, Stone, etc. The
pencil shape permits one to easily etch, carve,
scribing, forming, modeling and untold number of
uses. The quality of the tools is such that they
will readily ac-

cept and hold

reshaping and

sharpening. All /

7 Instruments of

various shapes b
Only

[N\ —

$1.98
Plus 20¢ PP

12 HONING STONES
Of Varlous Types — Sizes — Shapes

Govt. Surplus worth many times our low price.
A various assortment of sizes, shapes and lengths
for sharpening Tools, Instruments, Fish Hooks,
Knives, Cutlery and hundreds of other uses. Also
used for deburring, removing light scratches. Our
assortment of shapes and
lengths permits one to hone in
hard to get places. Made to
sell for up to 75¢ each. Our
LOW PRICE for all 12
stones

$1.98
Plus 25¢ PP

THREE 6”
INSPECTION MIRRORS

Complete WIith Handles
Govt. Surplus. Permits inspection of
arts or part numbers otherwise
idden from sight. Magnifles sizes
u 1” in diameter. A natural for
mechanies, Radio & Television re-
pairman, hobbiest. Made to sell for
many. many times our LOW PRICE
OF $1.69 for All 3 Plus 15¢ PP.
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Money Back Guarantee on All Items
MATTHEW DAY CO. INC. 12 E. MADISON AVE., DEPT. 4B-2, DUMONT, N. J.

133 PIECE POWER TOOL ACCESSORY KIT

For: Sanding, Grinding, Polishing, Carving, Bur-
nishing, Etching, Milling, Cleaning, Cuttiﬁ’g Off,
Hole Cleaning, Deburring, ete. Contains Grind-
ing, Polishing, Cut Off and Buffing Wheels, Sand-
ing Cartridges, and Discs, Steel Cutters, Mandrels,
Burnisher, Mounted Stones. Knife Kdge Rubber
Wheels, etc. All with 3/32” Mandrels, The com-
plete accessory set for any small job. Reg. $6.00.
Our price $1.98 plus 25¢ PP.

oot

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

MEDICINE

Seek Heredity Clues in
Babies’ Blood Pressure

» BABIES and children are going to aid
the fight against high blood pressure and
consequent heart disease. They are going
to have their blood pressure taken often
enough to show the normal range and
variability at these early ages.

From these findings scientists hope to
clear up the question of whether high blood
pressure is inherited or tends to run in
families. Some of the children in the new
study will be from families with a number
of high blood pressure patients.

The baby and children blood pressure re-
search is being conducted by Dr. Howard
A. Joos of the Children’s Hospital Society
of Los Angeles under a grant from the
American Heart Association.

The grant is part of the $1,042,817.36
grants in aid just awarded to 180 scientists
throughout the nation for research in dis-
eases of the heart and blood vessels.
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START SPEAKING

FRENCH
s PA“ .s " ALMOST OVERNIGHT!

HERE’S the easiest way to learn FRENCH, SPANISH,
Russian, German, Italian, Japanese or Brazilian.
Listen to FREE 2-sided non-breakable record. Let your
eyes follow words in FREE sample lesson. Almost at once
you’ll be chatting in a new language with a perfect accent!
That’s all you hear! No dull, tedious work. Just listen—
imitate! It’s that easy! Offer may end soon. Rush 25¢ to
help cover cost of special packaging, shipping. State
language you want. We’ll also send free information on
full Cortina course. No obligation. CORTINA ACADEMY,
Dept. 668, 136 W. 52nd St., New York 19.
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