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PUBLIC SAFETY
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Play Safe in Small Boats

¥ IF YOU are going out in a small boat,
either to fish or for fun, play it safe. Other-
wise you may end up one of the 1,200 or so
persons who die each year in the United
States as a result of a small-boat accident.

Small-boat accidents account for four of
every five lives lost in all types of water
transportation. Men, especially those aged
20 to 24, are the chief victims. Motor-
driven craft, largely the outboard type, ac-
counted for three of every five deaths in
small-boat accidents in 1954 and 1955,
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company rec-
ords show.

Rowboats were involved in about one-
fifth of the deaths, while canoes and rafts
accounted for most of the others. Surpris-
ingly, only two of the deaths involved sail-
boats.

Most of the deaths were preventable, the
company found. Its statisticians report that
“in many instances small boats turned over
when occupants stood up or shifted their
position in the craft. Overloading was also
responsible for an appreciable number of
deaths.

“Others resulted from such dangerous
practices as speeding, sharp turning, and en-
gaging in horseplay near dams or falls. A
goodly number of the persons drowned did
not know how to swim; in some instances
they were alone or with fellow passengers
who also were nonswimmers.

“Physical weakness or impairment was a
contributing factor in a few deaths.

“Sudden squalls, severe winds and treach-
erous currents not infrequently played a
part in causing small-boat accidents. Boats
hitting submerged objects also added to the
toll of victims.”

Their report warns that it is “foolhardy
to venture out without adequate knowledge
of how to operate a boat safely. Craft
should be checked periodically for sound-
ness of condition as well as for the ade-
quacy of lifesaving equipment. Warnings
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on storms and water conditions should be
heeded. Persons who cannot swim should
stay out of small boats or be in the company
of several expert swimmers.”
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ENTOMOLOGY

Medfly Control
Research Begun

» A RESEARCH PROGRAM has been
set up to discover ways of controlling the
Mediterranean fruit fly, a destructive citrus
pest that has cost the Federal Government
more than $2,000,000 and brought quaran-
tine regulations to many sections in Florida.

The socalled Medfly, which made its
first invasion of continental United States
in nearly 30 years this spring, has thus far
been confined to Florida counties, but
nearby states are keeping a sharp lookout
for the dreaded insect.

Strong measures have been taken to as-
sure that the Medfly does not get out of
its present boundaries. Meanwhile, re-
search at the University of Florida’s Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, Gainesville, is
expected to provide the means of complete
eradication.

The work being done at the experiment
station will emphasize fumigation of citrus,
mangoes and pink tomatoes, and residue
studies with the insecticides malathion, par-
athion, ethylene di-bromide and methyl
bromide. Ethylene di-bromide and methyl
bromide are being used to fumigate fruit
shipped from quarantine areas.

The program was established at a recent
conference with Agricultural Experiment
Station staff members, Florida State Plant
Board workers, and representatives of the
U. S. Department of Agriculture in Wash-
ington and at Miami Medfly headquarters.

The entomologist who first identified the
Mediterranean fruit fly in the current in-
festation, Dr. D. O. Wolfenbarger of the
Subtropical Station, Homestead, is serving
as liaison between control and research
agencies at Miami Medfly headquarters.
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—(uestions—

GEOGRAPHY—What is the last great land
journey? p. 106.
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MARINE BIOLOGY—Why are shrimp being
tinted pastel colors? p. 102.
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MEDICINE—How many years’ equivalency to
man’s life are represented by some mouse
strains? p. 103.
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METEOROLOGY—How might tornadoes give
their own warning of approach? p. 101.

O oaag

PUBLIC HEALTH—What are the dangers of
using sun-tan pills? p. 102.

o oag

Photographs: Cover, Convair; p. 99, General
Electric Company; p. 101, Minneapolis-Honey-
well Regulator; p. 103, Roscoe B. Jackson
Memorial Laboratory; p. 106, British Infor-
mation Services; p. 112, Rubber Scrubber
Corporation.

SHOULDER makes the
amazing difference!

One of the most startling discoveries to emerge from
wide research in the golf swing is that your game liter-
ally hinges on your left shoulder! .

How this is so and how to use this great discovery
to improve your own game beyond all expectations in
a matter of short weeks is set forth in THE GOLF
SECRET by Dr. H Murray—a medical doctor,
golfer, and golf researcher, who has applied his expert
knowledge of anatomy in this sweeping and utterly
different study of the golf swing.

His method has now been tested on a large scale
and been found to yield simply astounding results! Not
only do golf scores take a sudden drop, but with the
new method good golf is a hundred times easier than
bad-— because it is NATURAL (not strained) golf.

You may find out ‘‘the golf secret’”” for yourself,
without risk. See below.

Fully illustrated ORDER NOW:

THE GOLF SECRET by H. A. Murray
$2.50 Postfree « 5-Day Money-Back Guarantee
EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., 838-K
261 W. 19th St., New York 11

FREE NATURAL HISTORY CATALOG

An open door to adventure with
rocks, minerals, plants, animals,
stars.

Books, booklets, maps, charts, games, collec-
tion equipments, records and mounting mate-
rials, etc., helpful to the naturalist, nature
or science teacher, summer camp leader, na-
ture student or scout.

NATUREGRAPH COMPANY

San Martin, California

BIOPHYSICS
Probe Radiation-Caused
Defect in Blood Clotting

» MORE KNOWLEDGE of how radiation,
whether from X-rays or nuclear weapons,
acts on protein chemicals in the living body
may be coming from studies by Drs. Peter
Rieser and Robert J. Rutman at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

The specific effect of low doses of radia-
tion on fibrinogen, chemical important in
blood clotting, has been probed by these
scientists. Ability of fibrinogen to act on
thrombin to form a clot is affected so that
the clot forms more slowly.

The radiation effect is not merely to in-
activate the fibrinogen. A specific change
takes place in the fibrinogen molecule, the
scientists found.

Such a specific change, they suggest in
Nature (Aug. 4), may represent a mechan-
ism of interaction between radiation and
biologically active protein chemicals.

“This,” they point out, “may be of im-
portance with regard to generalized radia-
tion damage.”
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MICROSCOPE SPECIALISTS

® Wide choice of high quality used microscopes
at fair prices.

® Large selection of unusual prepared slides from
many fields of study.

® Mounting media, covers, slides, stains, chemi-
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cals, g P avail-
able.

® New objectives, oculars, mechanical stages,
condensers, nose pieces, etc., made to our

specifications in Western Germany.
Send for FREE scientific catalogl
RESEARCH SCIENTIFIC SUPPLIES, INC.
60 Wall St. New York 5, N. Y.
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