PSYCHOLOGY

Why POWs

» THE PHYSICAL torture of “brain wash-
ing” was not what caused some of our
prisoners of war in Korea to collaborate
with the enemy. In fact, the more our men
were abused and mistreated, the less will-
ing they were to collaborate.

This finding, resulting from a study of
579 of the POWs repatriated from Korea,
was reported to the Eastern Psychological
Association meeting in New York by Dr.
Julius Segal of the Human Resources Re-
search Office, the George Washington Uni-
versity. The study was made for the U. S.
Army.

Instead of giving in as a result of tor-
ture, the men who collaborated with the
enemy were those who were susceptible to
their captor’s inducements of preferential
treatment.. And when they bowed to the
captor’s wishes, the captor did actually
come through with the preferential treat-
ment, the records showed.

But the few who collaborated—only 15
out of each hundred—did not necessarily be-
come Communists. Among all the POWs,
only 129, accepted their captor’s ideological
teachings to any degree, and among those
who did, more than half came away with
only a mild affinity toward communism.
There was only a moderate relation between
the degree of acceptance of communism and
the degree of actual collaboration with the
enemy.

Five percent of the group of returning
POWs are listed as “Resisters.” These are
men who were recommended for decoration
as a result of their meritorious behavior in
captivity, and those who performed at least
two distinct acts of resistance during intern-
ment. Also there was no derogatory infor-

PUBLIC HEALTH
Public Health Agency
For Industrial Chemicals

» A TECHNICAL information service to
help industry protect its workers from the
health hazards arising from the great num-
ber of new chemicals introduced each year
is being set up by the U. S. Public Health
Service.

Named the Occupational Health Infor-
mation Exchange, the agency will bring
together a vast fund of unpublished infor-
mation from scattered sources, Dr. Harold J.
Magnuson, chief, Occupational Health Pro-
gram, U. S. Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, Washington, D. C., told
the American Conference of Governmental
Industrial Hygienists meeting in St. Louis.

There are an estimated 1,000 to 10,000
new compounds developed every year by
industry and one central agency is needed
to supply information on their toxicity as
well as the toxicity of older compounds
and processes, he said.
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mation presented against these POWs.

The collaborators came home in better
physical health than did the resisters. This
is attributed to the better medical care
given the collaborators. The resisters had
better mental health, however.

This does not mean, however, that the
collaborators were suffering from any men-
tal illness. They showed more anxiety than
the resisters because they were worried
about what the Army was going to do about
them.

Both the collaborators and the resisters
might be considered as “deviates” by psy-
chologists. The collaborators acted in ways
that brought them into open conflict with
the “laws” that govern our national se-
curity, Dr. Segal pointed out. The resisters
acted in ways which brought them into
conflict with the laws which governed the
captor’s program of exploitation.

The great majority of POWs (80%),
called “Middle Men” by Dr. Segal, were
no less “neurotic” than the other two groups
but they met the situation by withdrawing
and doing nothing and so stayed out of
trouble for the most part.
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800 ELEMENT FACTS AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS

The Elemenwl Slyd-Rul tells you, at a glance, sym-
bolfi weight, denslty. number, valences, color, melting

and ooiling point in °C for the 98 elements. An ideal
gdutc:tlonal aid for science, physics and chemistry stu-
en
$1 postpald. student rate: 12 or more, 75¢ each.
Money-back guarantee.

THE SLYD-RUL CO., CANAAN, N. Y.

CAN WE TRAIN OURSELVES
TO ACHIEVE GREATER

INGENUITY?

A Novel way of coming up with new and
original ideas is covered in a reprint of
Zuce Kogan's lecture at Marquette Univer-
sity. The admittance fee to this lecture
was $18.50. You can get the reprint for
$3.00.

Send $3.00 for your copy to:
CREATIVE THINKING INSTITUTE

5665 West Madison Street, Chicago 44, Illinois
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The Dynascope will resolve Epsilon
Lyrae as four brilliant gems. The
Herodotus Valley of the Moon can be
clearly seen with breath-taking sharp-
ness. Polaris and Zeta Ursa Majoris are
resolved with excellent definition.

A fully achromatic precision instru-
ment, scientifically constructed, the
Dynascope will give you years of astro-
nomical pleasure and satisfactory ser-
vice. It is completely assembled, fully
aligned, ready for use. Each Dynascope
must pass rigid resolution and diffrac-
tion tests before shipment and is sold
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