amateur rocketry groups can fire their
home-made rockets has been answered by
spokesmen for the Armed Services.

All three military branches are encourag-
ing well-supervised rocketry groups at local
levels and such groups will be welcome at
many military installations. However,
there are some strings attached.

Groups requesting permission to launch
rockets from military bases must be well-
organized under the close supervision of
competent persons, and must demonstrate
a bonafide interest and knowledge in the
fields of science that comprise rocketry.

Amateur groups merely wanting to “put
something in the air” or conduct “fire-
works displays” can expect to be denied
permission to use military facilities by
local base commanders upon whose au-
thority the decisions rest.

Amateurs Use Military Bases

Students and amateurs must not expect
the use of military tracking facilities and
personnel. About all a local commander
can offer is safe space and any barricades
that might exist, such as those found on a
rifle firing range. However, space and
barricades are the two most elusive items
on a rocket club’s “must” list.

In all three services the decision to deny
or admit rocketry groups to military bases
must be made by the base commander.
None of the services has an overall policy
on the matter, but each is committed to
maximum cooperation with local civilian
groups without changing the nature of the
post.

The Army comes closest to a formal
general policy in its Army Regulation 360-
55, which authorizes commanding officers
to develop and promote ways in which
members of their commands can partici-
pate in local civilian activities.

By direction of Congress, the Army co-
operates, even to the point of some finan-
cial subsidy, with such groups as the Boy
Scouts, Civil Air Patrol and National Rifle
Association. So far there is no Congres-
sional directive covering rocketry groups,
but Pentagon spokesmen feel the spirit of
the law is sufficient authorization to co-
operate without financial aid.

Army spokesmen said well-supervised
rocket clubs conducting planned programs
for scientific knowledge already have been
allowed to fire from many posts. Even the
security-conscious White Sands, N. M., in-
stallation has welcomed amateur groups
during free time from military projects and
after ample notice to security officers.

Air Force and Navy commanding officers
operate under general policies of “coopera-
tion with the public,” but at present do not
have any clear-cut directives concerning
rocket clubs. However, spokesmen for both
services said that qualified rocket clubs
should have no difficulty in obtaining per-
mission to use any facilities that might be
available.

The Air Force makes it clear that ama-
teur rocket groups should not expect to
use the guided missile test facilities at Cape
Canaveral, Fla.

Science News Letter, January 11, 1958

Science News LETTER for January 11, 1958

PUBLIC HEALTH

21

Flu Danger Still Present

» THE NATION still faces the danger of
more influenza.

Experts agree that things look quiet now
but they have their own opinions about the
chances of another wave of the illness
sweeping the United States. Some say
probably yes; some say probably no. All
admit that they can only speculate about it.

In the Far East, a second epidemic due
to Asian flu apears to have reached its
peak in most areas. The spots that were
missed during the first wave last May and
June are the ones being hardest hit this
time. The same thing could happen here.
There is no indication, however, that it
will at the present time.

Vaccination with the new 400 CCA vac-
cine (CCA stands for chicken cell agglu-
tination unit and is a measure of the
vaccine’s potency) is still strongly recom-
mended by the U. S. Public Health Service.
This is especially true for high risk groups
such as elderly people with heart and lung
diseases.

If you have already had the Asian flu
your worries are over since only a very
few cases have been reported where one
person suffered the illness twice. Generally
it leaves the individual with a higher degree
of protection than he can get from any
vaccine.

All the vaccine now being produced and
used is the new 400 CCA type. This has
twice the strength of the earlier 200 CCA
vaccine and has been required from all the
manufacturers since Dec. 1, 1957.

ASTRONOMY

The new 400 CCA vaccine is reported to
be 80% to 85%, effective while the older
200 CCA type was thought to be 60%, to
70%, effective.

At the time the vaccine was first manu-
factured, the pharmaceutical companies
were unable to get the virus to grow as
fast as they wanted. The 200 CCA vaccine
was the best they could get then, so it was
put on the market to supply the mush-
rooming demand.

As time went on, the virus began to
grow much better and a 400 CCA vaccine
became practical. This has now been
adopted as the standard potency.

Vaccine manufacturers are slowing down
production somewhat since the available
supplies are expected to be able to meet
present needs.

From a financial standpoint, the manu-
facturers are much safer with excess flu
vaccine than they were with the unused
polio vaccine. Two big reasons are the
dating on the products and the difference
in production time and cost.

The flu vaccine is good for 18 months so
it can be kept on hand for use again
next year. Polio vaccine on the other hand
has to be destroyed after six months.

In addition, the flu vaccine can be made
in about 50 days, whereas the polio vaccine
requires seven months. On the whole, the
companies are not anticipating the need to
destroy much of their flu vaccine.
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1958 Big Satellite Year

» NEW LAUNCHINGS of man-made
earth satellites, both by Russia and United
States, three eclipses and a relatively
“close” approach of Mars highlight the
astronomical events for 1958.

Landing a rocket on the moon, within
present capabilities of both U. S. and
Russia, is also a possibility.

Although some astronomical events can
be predicted, others happen unexpectedly,
so 1958 may see the appearance of one or
more naked eye comets, just as 1957 had
three.

Because of the total eclipse of the sun,
occurring on Oct. 12, the day was selected
by International Geophysical Year authori-
ties as a day on which many extra observa-
tions of all kinds will be made. It is also
the day of a new moon, and one on which
the extra “shooting stars,” or meteors, of
the Orionid shower should start to appear.

Although there may still be snow on the
ground in many parts of the country, spring
will arrive March 20 at 10:06 a.m. EST,
astronomers at the U. S. Naval Observatory
here have calculated. Official beginnings of
the other seasons are summer, 4:57 p.m.
EST on June 21; autumn, 8:10 am. EST
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on Sept. 23; and winter, 3:40 a.m., EST
on Dec. 22.

During 1958 a special program of visual
meteor observation is being conducted in
connection with the International Geo-
physical Year. Instruction and report forms
are available from the IGY Meteor Center,
National Research Council, Ottawa, Canada.

Ten other meteor showers with observing
rates from 12 to 40 an hour are scheduled
for 1958, including the Aurigids on Feb. 10
with 12 an hour and the Ursids on Dec. 22.
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® RADIO

Saturday, Jan. 18, 1958 1:30-1:45 p.m., EST

“Adventures in Science’’ with Watson Davis,
director of Science Service, over the CBS
Radio network. Check your local CBS
station.

Dr. James A. Reyniers, research professor
of bacteriology, University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame, Ind., will discuss “The Need for
Technicians.”

A self-generating, dynamic accelerometer,
capable of handling accelerations to 1000
g’s, is now available.
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