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Plastic Feels Like Wool

» A MAN-MADE fiber that looks and feels
like wool, is water repellent and quick-dry-
ing like nylon, can be ironed and costs less
to produce than any other existing syn-
thetic is in the final stages of development
by an Italian chemical firm.

Scientists of the Montecatini organization,
Milan, already have eliminated many bugs
in the processing of a new synthetic called
Moplen, made from an equally new plastic
called isotactic polypropylene.

A Montecatini official told Science Ser-
vice further developmental work must be
done and it will probably be more than a
year before the revolutionary new fabric
will be marketed.

In the meantime, the company is expand-
ing its facilities to produce the basic Moplen
plastics which have other uses such as in
tubing, containers, packaging, structural
materials, etc.

Moplen is one of a series of plastics
“tailored” from propylene gas by a process
discovered by Prof. Giulio Natta, professor
of industrial chemistry at the Polytechnic
Institute of Milan and consultant to Monte-
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catini Societa Generale per !'Industria
Mineraria e Chimica.

Unlike polyethylene, the popular squeeze
bottle and tubing plastic, polypropylene can
be spun into fibers and will resist tem-
peratures considerably above that of boiling
water.

Chemists can change some characteristics
of polyethylene by altering the molecular
weight. Several characteristics of polypro-
pylene can be altered simultaneously by
varying the plastic’s crystallinity as well as
molecular weight, Montecatini representa-
tives said. Moplen can be produced as hard
or soft, flexible or brittle materials as the
chemist desires.

Although Moplen fiber has the hand and
appearance of wool, early production
methods imparted to it a slight waxy feel
that chemists have overcome.

Among the advantages claimed for Mop-
len are low density and cost. Moplen is
said to be the lightest plastic material pro-
duced. Whereas nylon is produced at nearly
one dollar a pound, Moplen will be pro-
duced at less than 15 cents.
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Columbus First Saw Caicos

» A NEW SOLUTION to the 500-year-old
mystery of where Columbus first looked
on the land of America and how he made
his historic first voyage of discovery through
its islands is offered in a report to the
Smithsonian Institution.

The island where Columbus first landed
and which he named San Salvador was
not Watling Island as has been generally
thought. That great dramatic moment
when Columbus sighted white breakers in
the light of an early morning moon oc-
curred at what is now called the Caicos
Islands.

This is the conclusion of Edwin A. Link,
inventor of the famous Link trainer for
teaching men to fly, and Marion C. Link.

The Links in their 65-foot diesel trawler
followed the various routes proposed as
being the one followed by Columbus, check-
ing each detail against the journal of
Columbus. Although it is known that errors
have most likely crept into the journal as
it has been copied and re-copied, the Links
believe that there are too many inconsisten-
cies between the journal and the proposed
routes for any of them to be correct.

Most widely accepted as Columbus’ route
are the proposals of Dr. Samuel Eliot
Morison, Harvard University historian, who
actually sailed over the sea and of Capt.
P. Verhoog, retired Dutch marine officer
whose lifetime hobby has been concerned
with Columbus.

The Links, accompanied by Capt. P. V. H.
Weems, world authority on navigation, and
Lt. Comdr. Mendel L. Peterson of the

Smithsonian, followed both routes and also
flew over the islands several times to obtain
a clearer picture of their layout and the
possible courses from one to the other. They
were the first students of the subject to
investigate not one but three possible solu-
tions to the mystery by actually following
the course themselves.

It is their “considered opinion” that
Columbus landed first at the Caicos Islands
and then followed a course through the
Bahamas from Mayaguana to Samana to
Long Island and from there to Crooked
Island, the Ragged Islands, the Columbus
banks and Cuba.

Thus the San Salvador of Columbus must
have been Caicos. His Santa Maria de Con-
cepcion was Samana and Long Island would
have been his Fernandina.
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ASTRONOMY
Appoints Director for
National Observatory

» DR. ADEN B. Meinel has been ap-
pointed director of the first U. S. National
Astronomical Observatory, which will be
erected at an Arizona site.

Dr. Meinel’s appointment as first director
of the new observatory was recommended
by the Association of Universities for Re-
search in Astronomy, Inc. (AURA), which
is under contract to the National Science
Foundation for operation of the facility. (See
SNL, Dec. 21, 1957, p. 387.)
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OPTICAL BARGAINS

See the Stars, Moon, Planets Close Up!
3” REFLECTING TELESCOPE
60 and 120 Power — An Unusual Buy!
Famous Mt. Palomar Type
Assembled—ready to use! You’'ll see
the Rings of Saturn, the fascinating
planet Mars, huge craters on the
Moon, Star Clusters, Moons of Jupi-
ter in detail. Galaxies! Aluminized
and overcoated 3” diameter high-
speed f/10 mirror.  Equatorial
mount with lock on both axes. An
Optical Finder Telescope, always so
essential, is also included. Sturdy, hardwood, portable
tripod. Free with scope—valuable star chart and 272
page ‘“‘Astronomy Book”. Order by Stock No. Send
check or M.O.—Money-back guarantee!
Stock No. 85,050-Q (Shipping wt. 10 Ibs.)
$29.50 f.o.b. Barrington, N. J.
4V,"” ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPE
Mt. Palomar type! Up to 270
Power. A fine Reflector Telescope
complete with real Equatorial
Mount and Tripod and 6X Finder.
Aluminum tube, 4 %4~ dia. mir?or,
rack and pinion focusing eye-piece
holder, 2 eyepieces and mounted
Barlow Lens for 40X, 90X, 120X
and 270X. Shipping wt. approx.
Al 25 1bs. Stock No. 85,006-Q,
complete, $74.50 f.o.b. Barrington, N. J.
REAL 150-POWER
A -/ ASTRONOMICAL
TELESCOPE
B Only $16.95 Postpaid
Refractor type! Clear, razor-sharp viewing of stars,
planets, craters on moon, etc. 32mm achromatic ob)et;:
tive lens. First surface mirror diagonal (ends ‘‘stoop
viewing). Removable eyepiece—interchangeable. 50-,
75- and 150-power! Tube length 27 % ”. Special at-
tachment clamp for vibrationless viewing. Money-back
guarantee. Included free: 273-page ‘‘Handbook of the
Heavens,” Star Chart and 16-page Star Booklet.
Stock No. 80,080-Q............. $16.95 Postpald
AMERICA NEEDS SCIENTISTS!

i our son’s interest—request for him
slg;m‘l}‘l]?{tEeEyCATALOG Q featuring hundreds of
scientific and astronomical items. No better time
than in this GEOPHYSICAL YEAR!

BUILD A SOLAR ENERGY FURNACE

Groat Project for Geophysical Year!
A fascinating new fleld. You can build your own Solar
Furnace for experimentation — many practical uses.
It’s easy—inexpensive, use your scrap wood. We fqr-
nish instruction sheet. This sun powered furnace will
generate terrific heat—2000° to 3000°. Fuses En-
amel to metal. Produces many unusual fusing effects.
Sets paper aflame in seconds. Use our Fresnel Lens—
14 % ” diameter . . . f/1. 14”.
8tock No. 70,130-Q package of 1..$6.00 Postpald
STEREO
MICROSCOPE
American-Made Instrument at
Over 50% Saving. Up to 3”7
Working Distance — Erect Image
— Wide 3 Dimensional Field.
Used for inspections, examina-
tions, counting, checking, assem-
bling, dissecting. 2 sets of objec-
tives on rotating turret. Standard
pair of wide fleld 10X Kellner
Eyepieces give you 23 power and 40 power. Helical
rack and pinion focusing. 10-DAY TRIAL. Complete
satisfaction or your money back.
Order Stock No. 85,066-Q. Full price, $89.50 f.o.b.
Barrington, N. J. (Shipping wt. approx. 11 Ibs.)
Send check or M.O.
Now — See The Satellites
NEW, LOW PRICE ““SATELLITER’’ TELESCOP
First Time—Only $9.95 Postpald =
Get ready for a terrific sky show |
as more Satellites are vaulted into ‘
space. See thrilling sights with
our amazing Satellite Scope at unheard of low cost.
Also view comets—use as a Rich-fleld Scope for view-
ing star clusters. 5 power—wide 12° fleld—slight
distortion at outer edges because of unusual wide field.
Use of high quality war surplus optics makes possible
this bargain. Full 2” achromatic objective—Ilarge
9mm exit pupil for night use. Scope is 10” long,
weighs less than one pound.
Stock No. 70,160-Q.............. $9.95 Postpaid
We are the mfg. of the famous Moonwatch Satellite
Telescope!
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG-Q
Huge selectlon of lenses, prisms, war surplus optical
instruments, parts and accessories. Telescopes, mlcro-
scopes, satellite scopes, binoculars. Hand spectroscopes,
infrared sniperscope, reticles, mirrors, Ronchi rulings,
dozens of other hard-to-get optical items. America’s

No. 1 source of supply for Photographers, Hobbyists,
telescope Makers, etc. Ask for catalog Q.
Order by Stock No.—Send Check
Satisfaction Guaranteed

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CORP.
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY
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