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Money Sa

Wampum, the money of the In-
dians of the Atlantic States, such as
the Delawares, was not the “filthy
lucre” of civilized man, but a sacred
thing. In fact, all transfer of prop-
erty from one Indian to another,
was really a gift. The passage of
wampum to the donor was not in the
nature of payment for value received,
but as a charm to protect from any
evil influence that might be trans-
ferred with the gift and make itself
manifest as illness in the recipient.
This has been found out by Dr.
Frank G. Speck, professor of anthro-
pology at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, and a leading authority on
American Indians of the East.

“In the exchange of vendable prop-
erty, even extending to gifts between
friends,” said Dr. Speck, ‘“there
lurked a potency for evil that might
develop in who knows what quarter,

More Light!

Invention

Last Monday, February 11, Thomas
Alva Edison celebrated his eighty-
second birthday. The entire country
heard his voice on that occasion over
the radio. But when the scene shown
on our cover took place he was just
approaching fame. A few of his in-
ventions had been given to the world,
others remained in the future. Then
he was at work on the problem of
producing an electric light for the
home, that would have none of the
disadvantages of the arc light.

The story of the dramatic events
at Menlo Park, N. J., on October 21,
1879, have often been told—how the
bulb of the lamp was pumped for
many hours to exhaust the air, how
he had the glass-blower seal off the
bulb from the pump, how it was
mounted on a wooden base and the
current started through it. A brilliant
glow came. But would it last? Al-
ready other lamps had been made and
had started off just as brilliantly, only
to burn out too soon. Edison watched.
The cover painting, made for the Gen-
eral Electric Company by H. H.
Mott-Smith, shows this vigil, the
“death watch” as his assistants called
it.  For hour after hour the lamp
glowed, with Edison calmly and pa-
tiently sitting by. Forty hours elapsed
before the lamp burned out. At last
a successful lamp had been produced
and the electric lighting industry, that
affects everyone so vitally, had been
born.
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Ethnology

producing malice or resentment among
the parties concerned. It could even
result in bodily poison to one or both.
It is strictly correct to state that in
the attitude of the eastern Indians
toward such affairs, the passage of
shell money, or wampum as they
called it, from the hands of the re-
ceiver of a gift or purchase to those
of the giver performed the function
of medicine. The wampum protected
them against spiritual infection and
its manifestation in the body in the
form of sickness. Wampum was a
purifier, purging the transaction from
latent evil force. And should evil
have leaked through the transaction
the wampum would function as a
purgative for its keeper. The same
wampum was a spiritual emblem be-
lieved by them to have come originally
from supernatural sources and em-
bodying within it profound supernat-
ural dynamics.

“We can understand why a com-
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cred to Indians

pact sealed with the transfer of wam-
pum was as sacred as one sworn on
an oath by the Bible, the Koran or
the beard of Abraham. It was such
an attitude toward exchange and cur-
rency that our colonial forebears en-
countered when they bartered for land
and peltry with the aborigines of New
England and the Middle Atlantic
States. The colonists handed out their
exchange with the European notion
of intrinsic value, receiving the re-
turn with the native idea of spiritual
and supernatural interplay.

“The Dutch in buying Manhattan
for 60 guilders of trinkets undoubted-
ly drove a shrewd bargain with the
Delawares. But who has told us that
in the eyes of these same Delawares
the currency was the symbol, not the
value equivalent, of their relinquish-
ment of their exclusive hereditary
rights to the land as well as its
products ?”
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NTERPRETING week by week,
the latest developments in the

various fields of science, this magazine
attempts also to present its articles
in the most pleasing and readable
typography and the most convenient
arrangement.

The clippability, indexing, and auto-
matic dating of each article are unique
features.

This is a separable magazine. Each
original article can be clipped or torn
out without losing or damaging another
important article on the other side.
These original articles are backed by
reprinted quotations or excerpts, short
one-sentence items, advertisements,
and other material not likely to be
clipped and preserved.

Each article is automatically in-
dexed by the key word printed in
italics just below the heading, or at
the end of the article when the article
has no heading. Articles can thus be
filed easily into any system of classi-
fication, whether it be Library of
Congress, Dewey, or one of the
reader’s own devising.

Each article is automatically dated
by its last line.

All of the resources of Science
Service, with its staff of scientific
writers and correspondents in cen-
ters of research throughout the
world, are utinzed in the editing of
this magazine,
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