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Hoover to Attack Crime and Disease

With President Hoover’s inaugural
promise of “a national commission for
a searching investigation of the whole
structure of our Federal system of
jurisprudence”, those interested in the
intricate problems of human behavior
see the beginnings of another of those
famous Hoover inquiries that have al-
ready revolutionized ideas and rela-
tions in the field of business and the
application of science to industry.

Crime in all its aspects will neces-
sarily be considered by the proposed
commission, although its recommenda-
tions and primary inquiries will be
concerned with Federal laws and
courts, particularly the enforcement
of the eighteenth amendment. Since
criminals and personalities do not
change with mere legal jurisdiction,
the fundamental facts and theories
developed will be of interest to state
and Iocal police departments and
courts that have to cope with murder,
robbery, speeding and other such
crimes.

The first and most direct step in
the remedy of “the failure of our
system of criminal justice” will prob-
ably be a stock-taking of the national
system of jurisprudence in order to
make it more efficient and effective in
administering and enforcing the laws
that now exist. Essentially this will
be a task comparable with the reor-
ganization of the production methods
of a great factory, using the same de-
signs and policies that the old man-
agement had used.

But while the reorganization is in
progress there will arise the need for
new facts, improved design and the
discovery of fundamental facts. The
old legal ideals of the sanctity of
precedent probably will be found to
be inadequate for the conduct of the
new business. So early in the Hoover
investigation of crime there are fore-
seen inquiries into the causes, kinds
and the personalities that fill our
courts and jails. There may be ex-
pected questionings of the need for

New Einstein Theory Questioned

Physics

Doubt as to whether the new Ein-
stein theory, welding electromagnetism
and gravitation into one law, should
be substituted for existing theories
attempting the same unification, is ex-
pressed by Prof. A. S. Eddington,
the Cambridge astronomer-physicist,
in a communication to the leading
British scientific magazine, Nature.

Questioning of the “unified field
theory” of Einstein by Prof. Edding-
ton is particularly significant because
the British astronomer introduced the
Einstein general theory of relativity
to the world when he reported the
confirmation afforded Einstein’s pre-
dictions by the two British solar
eclipse expeditions in 1919.

The analysis of the new Einstein
theory by Professor Eddington is one
of the first critical considerations given
the new paper which was published
only a few weeks ago.

“For the present, at any rate, a non-
mathematical explanation is out of the
question,” Professor Eddington writes
in analysing the Einstein paper, “and
in any case would miss the main pur-
pose of the theory which is to weld
a number of laws into a mathematical
expression of formal simplicity. We
are chiefly interested in how it com-
pares, both as to methods and results,
with the existing field-theories which

have had some measure of success.”

Professor Eddington notes that the
equations expressing the Einstein field
laws do not appear as identities and
he questions whether they will give
satisfaction. He remarks critically:
“To introduce a field law limiting the
geometrical possibilities is a confession
that the initial geometry was too wide.
The ideal should surely be either to
start with a geometry which precisely
fits the phenomena so that it needs
no supplementary field laws, or to
start with the most unrestricted
geometry and treat every limitation as
a field law.”

The field theory preferred by Pro-
fessor Eddington is that developed by
Prof. Hermann Weyl of Zurich, now
at Princeton University as an ex-
change professor. He declares that
Weyl’s theory and its generalizations
afford considerable enlightenment.
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More than half the feature moving
pictures produced in Japan in 1927
were based on classical Japanese
dramas.

The climate of Chile is like that
of southern California, and produces
luxuriant semi-tropical flowers and
trees.
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certain laws and the best penalties to
achieve the ideal of public protection
with the maximum of individual free-
dom. On such points, the psychiat-
rist, psychologist, physician, and soci-
ologist studying the mental and physi-
cal attributes of man will need to give
evidence along with the lawyer, judge
and policeman.

Facts will be utilized by Hoover,
the president, as effectively as by
Hoover, the engineer or the admin-
istrator. Even the most elemental
and fundamental statistical facts on
crime are lacking for the guidance of
the national jurisprudence investiga-
tion, if it considers the wide aspects
of crime and judicial procedure.
Personality diseases, known as crime,
must be classified and reported as
efficiently as health departments record
epidemics of physical disease.

In President Hoover’s pronounce-
ment that “in public health the dis-
coveries of science have opened a new
era” there is (Twurn to next page)

Coal Powder For Ship

Engineering

That pulverized fuel can be em-
ployed successfully in marine boilers
has been demonstrated by C. J. Jef-
ferson, head of the Fuel Conservation
Section, United States Shipping
Board, Merchant Fleet Corporation,
New York, and Commander J. J.
Broshek, U. S. N., office-in-charge,
Fuel Oil Testing Plant, United States
Navy, Philadelphia, in experiments
carried on for the past seven years.

At the end of the war the United
States Shipping Board had left on its
hands a large fleet of ships, most of
which were driven by steam and many
of them burning coal. The efficiency
of the hand-fired coal-burning boiler
is rarely over 65 per cent. and ordi-
narily much lower, and the cost of
the conversion of the vessels to oil-
burning boilers or to oil-using Diesel
engines would be considerable, so it
was determined to test the pulverized
fuel scheme on them. The S. S.
Mercer, a cargo vessel of 9,500 tons,
was fitted out with pufverizers and
burners and so steamed out to sea on
the first off-shore voyage of a sea-
going vessel using pulverized coal as
fuel. On her initial trip her efficiency
was 95 per cent. of that of her best
voyage as an oil burner. Certain de-
fects in the apparatus were disclosed,
but the method was demonstrated as
safe and reliable for sea service and
is recommended for small power plants
on land. gcience News-Letter, March 9, 1929
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