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A favorite in many labora-
tories. Accommodates 16 stu-
dents, working in sections of 8.
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Laboratory Furniture
for the Teaching
of Science

Superintendents and Science
Instructors generally are famil-
iar with the reputation of Ke-
waunee Laboratory Furniture
for all science purposes. This
Company is the largest manu-
facturer of science laboratory
furniture in North America.
Our factories are specially
equipped to handle this kind of
work. We have equipped sev-
eral thousand universities, col-
leges, high schools, normal
schools, vocational schools, hos-
pitals, medical colleges, private
and industrial laboratories.

We co-operate with the
School Executives to help make
the school a credit to the com-
munity.

Blue prints, showing location
of floor connections, will be
sent on request. We will make
drawings without charge, upon
receipt of specifications.

Write for information. Ad-
dress all inquiries to the fac-
tory at Kewaunee.
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C. G. Campbell, Pres. and Gen. Mgr.
206 Lincoln St., Kewaunee, Wis.

Chicago Office:
14 E. Jackson Blvd.

New York Office:
70 Fifth Avenue
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A Child of the Plateau

Pal®ontology

Henry Fairrierp OsBorN, in Hu-
man Biology:

In this somewhat divided state of
mind, strongly inclining toward the
ape-man hypothesis but with some
misgivings on the score of limb pro-
portions, of structure of the hand, of
the tool-making capacity of the brain,
I accompanied Roy Chapman An-
drews on a rapid reconnaissance jour-
ney into the very heart of the Desert
of Gobi. Carefully trained to ob-
serve and to reconstruct past condi-
tions from geological and palaon-
tological data rapidly traversing in
the course of ten days five or six
hundred miles of the now bare and
desert but formerly hospitable coun-
try, I suddenly found myself forming
an entirely new concept of human ori-
gin, namely, that the actual as well as
the ideal environment of the ancestors
of man was not in the warm forested
lowlands of Asia or of any other
continent, but in the relatively high,
invigorating uplands of a country
such as Central Asia was in Miocene
and Oligocene time—a country totally
unfitted to any form of anthropoid
ape, a country with meandering streams,
sparse forests, intervening plains and
meadow lands. Here alone are rapidly
moving quadrupedal and bipedal types
evolved; here alone is there a pre-
mium on rapid observation, on alert
and skillful avoidance of enemies;
here alone could the ancestors of man
find the materials and early acquire
the art of fashioning flint and other
tools.

These conclusions and others too
numerous to mention in detail sent
me back to Peking a complete con-
vert to an entirely new concept of
the ecology or environmental condi-
tions of primitive man; he coul dnot
have been a forest-liver; he could not
have inhabited a warm tropical coun-
try; he could not have learned to
fashion tools where no flints or rocks
capable of being shaped into tools
were to be found; he could not have
preserved and improved by intelligent-
ly directed use the marvelous powers
of the human thumb unless opposed
to the flexible fingers. Immediately
I announced my conversion before the
assembled scientists and naturalists in
Peking from all lands, but not until
three years later, on April 29, 1927,
on the occasion of the two hundredth
anniversary of the foundation of the
American Philosophical Society, was
I able seriously to formulate a new
theory of the plateau origin of man
and to challenge the Darwinian hy-
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pothesis not only in its original form
but in its highly developed modifica-
tion refined by the wealth of recent
discovery in which it has been ex-
pressed by such great anatomists and
anthropologists as Sir Arthur Keith
and my own colleague, William King
Gregory. In the few lucid intervals
which I have been able to devote to
this anthropological avocation in the
midst of an extremely busy life, 1
have taken up one aspect of this sub-
ject after another; I have held a run-
ning debate with all my colleagues,
none of whom, with the single excep-
tion of Tilney, is inclined to agree
with me; I have sought the aid of
Dubois, Tilney and McGregor in the
remeasurement of the Trinil brain; 1
have learned from Dietrich of Berlin
that the Trinil ape-man is not an
ancestral link, as all of us have sup-
posed, but a surviving, non-progres-
sive, forest-living offshoot of some
very ancient early human stock shut
off from competition in the southern-
most forests of Asia where food was
plentiful, and that it thus affords con-
vincing illustration that ancient and
conservative types can survive only
when they are shut off from compe-
tition with progressive and more
adaptive stocks and when they are
sheltered in warm, tropical, forest-
clad regions.

The Trinil ape-man is thus de-
throned from its once proud position
as a Pliocene prototype and takes its
place beside a few remnants of the
more ancient paleontological world
which were harbored in forests.
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The Motion of Venus

Astronomy

On page 135 of the Science News-
LeTrTER for March 2, in the article on
Venus, it was stated, correctly, that
Venus makes a complete circuit of its
orbit in 225 days. As the earth itself
moves in this period, however, it takes
nearly a year more for Venus to catch
up. Twice in this “synodic period” of
584 days the planet appears to earth-
dwellers, once in the morning sky be-
fore sunrise and once in the evening
sky after sunset.

Science News-Letter, March 16, 1929

Government experiments at Sitka
show that Alaska can grow commer-
cially hardy flowering bulbs, including
narcissus, tulips, English iris, gladi-
olus, and hyacinths.
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