Wesleyan University Gets Einstein MS.

The original manuscript of “Zur
einheitlichen Feld-Theorie” in which
Profesor Albert Einstein recently
gave to the world his newest theory,
combining the laws of mechanics
and the laws of electricity into one
law and submitting a complicated
mathematical proof of his theory, is
now in the possession of Wesleyan
University, Middletown, Connecti-
cut, where it will be permanently
kept and cared for in the Olin Li-
brary.

Dr. James L. McConaughy, Presi-
dent of Wesleyan University, told
the story of the acquisition of the
manuscript which he exhibited.

The document is in the strictest
sense of the word a manuscript.
It consists of eight pages of close-
knit lines, all in Professor Einstein’s
handwriting, together with mathe-
matical calculating and interlinea-
tions and all the customary features
of a scholar’s handwritten work.

Mathematicians will be interested
in some portions of the manuscript
which Professor Einstein crossed out.

The manuscript “Zur einheitlich-
en Feld-Theorie” was autographed
by Professor Einstein at the bottom
of the seventh page. The eighth
page contains expressions of thanks
to Professor Einstein’s co-workers.
Professor Einstein supplied his signa-
ture after arrangements had been made
for the acquisition of the manuscript
and he signed the seventh page be-
cause the scientific part of his manu-
script ends there. These seven pages
contain the results of six years of
Professor Einstein’s deepest thought.

It is said that Professor Einstein
believes that it will be years before
the world of science will be able to
grasp fully all the details and im-
plications of his theory and check
up on his calculations.

The story of how Wesleyan Uni-
versity, at Middletown, came into
ownership of the manuscript of “Zur
einheitlichen  Feld-Theorie” has
many elements of human interest
as Dr. McConaughy narrated it
The manuscript was obtained by
Mr. George W. Davison, President
of Central Union Trust Company
of New York and Mr. Albert W.
Johnston, financier, 111 Broadway,
New York City. Mr. Davison is
president of the Board of Trustees
of Wesleyan University and Mr.
Johnston has for years been an ac-
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PAGE OF THE EINSTEIN MANUSCRIPT now in the Library of Connecticui
Wesleyan University

tive Trustee of Wesleyan and is now
Chairman of the Trustees’ Commit-
tee on Buildings and Grounds, under
whose direction and supervision the
many buildings which have gone up
on the Wesleyan Campus in recent
years were erected. They have been
friends since college days at Wes-
leyan; they are joint donors of the
manuscript to Wesleyan.

Immediately after the publication
of the new theory which Professor
Einstein had promulgated, Mr. Davi-
son instructed his Company’s rep-
resentative in Berlin to enter into
negotiations with Professor Einstein
to discover if the manuscript could
be acquired. These negotiations
were carried on with Mrs. Einstein,
who surrounds Professor Einstein’s
life with the greatest protection.
Professor Einstein has been in poor

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éﬁ/ ;%
The Science News-Letter. RINORY

health for a long time and his friends
know that it has made him very
happy to be able to complete the de-
velopment and statement of his new
theory in spite of the condition of
his health and the strain of the ar-
duous mental toil which the work
has involved. The astonishing fea-
ture of the story of the way in which
Professor Einstein’s manuscript came
to make its journey to the United
States is the ease with which its
acquisition was accomplished.
Professor Einstein is an ardent
Zionist and the manuscript of his
relativity theory was sent to the
Zionist Universitv in Jerusalem. The
manuscripts of Professor Einstein’s
works between the publication of his
relativity theory and the publica-
tion of “Zur einheitlichen Feld-
Theorie” were (Turn to next page)
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Efortless Microscopic Observation!

FFSEA-

Microscope

HE parasitologist demands a micro-
scope which can be used for pro-
longed observation without eye-
strain. The FFSEA
Microscope not only relieves eyestrain but the interpupillary

and eyepiece tube adjustments enable the user to set it to meet

his optical requirements.

Binocular

Acrefined optical system, patented side fine adjustment, long-
range rack and pinion substage, simplified mechanical stage
and an Abbe Condenser with provision for dark-field element
all contribute toward satisfying the parasitologist’s demands.

Literature describing this microscope will gladly be sent to
you at your request.

Bausch & Lomb Optical Co.

697 ST. PAUL STREET, ROCHESTER, N. Y.

Einstein MS.—Continued
purchased by Baron Rothschild of
London, who presented them to the
Einstein Institute in Berlin. When Mr.
Davison’s negotiations for the new
manuscript were opened no other ap-
proach had been made to Professor
Einstein with a view to its purchase,
and through Mrs. Einstein ready as-
sent was given by Professor Einstein
to the sale of the manuscript to Mr.
Davison, whose representative ex-
plained that it would be permanently
entrusted to the custody of an Ameri-
can university. The only interest which
Professor Einstein had in the finan-
cial aspects of the transaction was
that its sale should realize sufficient
money to enable him and his wife
to carry on the welfare work among
university students in which both
of them have long been much in-
terested. The price which Professor
and Mrs. Einstein regarded as satis-
factory had no relation to the price-
lessness with which in time the man-
uscript itself will assuredly come to
be held. It is understood that Con-
necticut Wesleyan will have the only
original Einstein manuscript in this
country.

In speaking about the manuscript,
Dr. McConaughy said: “Wesleyan
University feels itself honored to be
entrusted with this extraordinary
document. I use the word entrusted
advisedly because Wesleyan will al-
ways consider that as custodian of
this precious manuscript it has a
trusteeship of it in the interests of
the whole world of scientific thought.
It is probable that photostat copies
of this manuscript will be made
available by Wesleyan for every
university and college which desires
to possess such a copy. The manu-
script itself will be most zealously
safeguarded.”

Science News-Letter, April 13, 1929

Do You Know That

Alaska has a herd of galyaks, which
are hybrids of galloway cattle and the
Tibetian yak.

The Leviathan recently set a new
speed record for ocean liners by go-
ing 27.8 knots an hour which is 36.4
land miles.

An experiment on the improvement
of illegible handwriting among school
children showed that drill work on
specific defects was more effective
than general drill on penmanship.



