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Clothes Moth

W HENEVER furs and woolens are
brought out of home storage,
comes one of the regularly recurring
little crises of the housewife’s year.
Each piece must be anxiously inspect-
ed for holes or chewed places, and
for the tell-tale little pupa cases in
which the hungry marauders have lived.
And woe to any small moth, whatever
be its species, that flutters across the
sight of the zealous guardian of the fam-
ily’s wearables. With a frantic swoop
and a smacking of hands she encom-
passes the luckless insect’s annihilation.

As a matter of fact, however, it
doesn’t do much good to kill flying
moths. Most of them are not clothes
moths anyway, and even those that are
clothes moths are not themselves cloth-
eaters. They only lay the eggs that
hatch into wool-hungry “worms” or
larvae.

According to investigators of the U.
S. Department of Agriculture, many of
the “moth-proofing” sprays are some-
what over-recommended by their manu-
facturers. The compounds used really
will make things moth-proof, but in or-
der to do so the fabrics or furs must be
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SECOND CAMP
July 19 to August 9
Lectures by eminent naturalists.
Illustrated booklet on request.
PROFESSOR GEORGE R. GREEN
Director of Nature Camps

THE PENNSYLVANIA
STATE COLLEGE
STATE COLLEGE . . .

PA.

either soaked or steamed with them;
mere spraying will not stop the attacks
completely though it will in many cases
reduce the likelihood of moth attack
very materially. But the advertisers
should not claim full moth-proofing
from a sprayed application, say the gov-
ernment entomologists.
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Chemical Award Recognizes
Synthesis of Alcohol

HE CHANDLER MEDAL for 1933

has been awarded to Dr. George
Oliver Curme, Jr., research director of
the Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Cor-
poration, New York, in recognition of
his synthesis and large-scale production
of many aliphatic chemical compounds,
such as fatty acids, hydrocarbons, al-
cohols, esters and ethers.

Most striking was Dr. Curme’s man-
ufacture of synthetic ethyl alcohol, put
into large scale production in 1930, thus
competing seriously with the ancient
process of making this ordinary alcohol
from fermentation of grain or molasses.

The prize committee chairman, Prof.
Arthur W. Hixson of Columbia, termed
Dr. Curme “one of the greatest living
exponents of aliphatic chemistry” and he
declared that Dr. Curme “perhaps heads
the list of those who have brought the
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leadership in organic chemistry from
Germany, where they hold incontestable
lead in the aromatic field, to the United
States, where the abundance of raw ma-
terials and independence of thought has
permitted American chemists to strike
out in entirely new directions.”

Dr. Curme’s original work, done in
1915-16, involved the production of
acetylene, the thermo-decomposition of
mineral oil inducted by striking an elec-
tric arc beneath the surface of the oil.

Subsequently he has worked out prac-
tical methods for the production of
ethylene glycol, ethylene dichloride,
ethylene chlorhydrin, ethylene oxide,
diethyl sulfate, dichlor ethyl ether and
many other compounds. Most of this
work has been patented and the com-
pany with which he is connected was
organized to exploit it.

Dr. Curme’s greatest achievement has
not been solely the working out of lab-
oratory methods for making these com-
pounds, but in translating these lab-
oratory applications to large scale man-
ufacturing processes. Today the produc-
tion of ethylene glycol, ethylene dichlo-
ride, ethylene chlorhydrin and some
of the other compounds mentioned runs
into many millions of pounds annually.

More recently his early work in con-
nection with the production of synthetic
isopropyl alcohol and acetone has been
commercialized and these products are
now available on a large scale.
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What to Read to Learn.
More About “Technocracy”

OW THAT MOST members of the
reading public are using the word
“technocracy” in daily conversation,
some of them may wish to dig into the
book literature and make up their own
minds about the menace or benefit of
the machine age in relation to econom-
ics.

First there might be mentioned the
new flock of books, some grinding
through the presses, some on the book-
shop shelves, that deal with “Technoc-
racy” as advanced by the New York
group of engineers and architects.
Among these are: “The A.B.C. of Tech-
nocracy” by Frank Arkright (Harpers),
“Towards Technocracy” by Graham A.
Laing (Angelus Press), “Life in a Tech-
nocracy” by Harold Loeb (Viking
Press), “Technocracy, An Interpreta-
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tion” by Stuart Chase (John Day),
“The Truth About Technocracy” by
Walter B. Pitkin (Simon and Schuster),
“What is Technocracy?”” by Allen Ray-
mond (Whittlesey House), “An Outline
of Technocracy” by Wayne W. Parrish
(Farrar and Rinehart).

For the background of Technocracy,
and some say the source of its eco-
nomic ideas, see: “The Engineers and
the Price System” by Thorstein Veblen
(Viking Press, 1921) ; “Wealth, Virtual
Wealth and Debt” by Frederick Soddy
(E. P. Dutton and Co. 1926).

For facts, figures and interpretations
of the economic consequences of power
and science in industry, read: “Recent
Social Trends” by President Hoover’s
Committee (McGraw-Hill); “Recent
Economic Changes,” another Hoover
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LINGUAPHONE IS THE KEY
TO A NEW WORLD

The Science Service radio
address next week will be
on the subject

PLANTS THAT FORM
REEFS AND ISLANDS

by
Dr. Marshall A. Howe

Assistant Director of the
New York Botanical Garden

FRIDAY, JAN. 27

at 12:45 P. M., Eastern
Standard Time
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survey, 1929 (National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research and McGraw-Hill) and
its supplementary volume just issued,
“Economic Tendencies” by Frederick
C. Mills (National Bureau of Economic
Research) ; “The Paradox of Plenty” by
Harper Leech (Whittlesey House) ;
“Economic Consequences of Power Pro-
duction” by Fred Henderson (Allen and
Unwin, London).

If the problems entice, there is more
mental fodder on civilization’s predica-
ment in the books by Sir Arthur Salter,
John Maynard Keynes, Stuart Chase and
others who have written on our eco-
nomic problems in the last tew years.

System

Science News Letter, January 21, 1933 »

iE-IN;TI;CrSid Macaw Developed
“Throwback” Feathers

CASE of hybridization in which
the offspring did not show a com-
bination of parental characters, but in-
stead a reversion to an apparent ancestral
pattern, has been reported to Nature.
In New Zealand, two macaws were
mated. The male was a red-and-yellow
bird, the female blue-and-yellow. When
their young one grew its adult plumage,
the feathers on the underside of the
body were neither red nor blue, but a
combination. This is what might be ex-
pected in a hybrid. However, its back
feathers were neither red nor blue nor
mixed, but bluish-green. This color ap-
pears on neither of the parents, but is
the common back-color of the wild an-
cestral stock.
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LET Linguaphone help you unlock the
doors of language, to gain entrance
to a new world of science, thought, lit-
erature, art and intelligent travel. Ling-
uaphone helps you master a new lan-
guage easily, quickly and correctly in
three month’s time in the privacy of
your own home.

Linguaphone is the scientific method
of language study devised by some one
hundred and fifty of the foremost lan-
guage teachers of the Universities of
Oxford, Cambridge, Columbia, The Sor-
bonne, Heidelberg, Bonn, Madrid and
Milan. The Linguaphone Method is in
no sense a popular “short cut,” but is so
simplified that any person of average
education may learn to speak, under-
stand, read and write a new language
with practically no effort in about three
months.

Learn By Listening

You learn by listening. For fifteen or
twenty minutes a day you listen to the
voices of the world’s ablest language
masters, electrically recorded by Lingua-
phone. As you listen to the records,
you see the words and pictures in the
illustrated text book. You listen again
and again until quite naturally you find
it easy to reproduce what you hear and
see. Your pronunciation is perfect,
your accent is like a native’s, because the
voices on the Linguaphone are especially
selected for clarity of diction and purity
of accent.

In this way you can master French,
German, Spanish, Italian, Russian or
any of the fifteen languages in the
Linguaphone list.

Educators throughout the world have
found the Linguaphone Method so
simple, practical and pedagogically cor-
rect that they have endorsed it without
reserve. More than 11,500 universities,
colleges, high schools, commercial in-
stitutes and- government training schools
are TODAY using the Linguaphone.

At Your Leisure---at Home

For individual home study there is no
equal to Linguaphone. Over one mil-
lion men, women and children, of every
degree of education, in all walks of life,
ages from 6 to 60, have mastered a
language the Linguaphone way. Scien-
tists eager to keep abreast of the cur-
rent literature in their field are studying
German, French, Russian and Italian by
the Linguaphone Method. Some study
alone, others form small groups—either
way it is more of a diversion than work.

Linguaphone in use at

U. S. Naval Academy
University of Denver
University of Seattle
University of Oregon
University of Mississippi
Tulane University
Bowdoin College
Catholic University

Union Theological
Seminary and over 11,000
other institutions of
learning

Oxford University
Cambridge University
Trinity College
Harrow College
Harvard University
Columbia University
Smithsonian Institute
University of Chicago
Hunter College

Bryn Mawr College
New York University

Endorsed by Users:
H. G. Wells, Bernard Shaw, Sinclair Lewis, Comp-
ton Mackenzie, Paul Robeson, Mrs. Albert Einstein
and thousands of others.

Linguaphone Courses:
FRENCH

GERMAN SPANISH
ITALIAN RUSSIAN POLISH
SWEDISH DUTCH IRISH
AFRIKAANS ENGLISH CHINESE
LATIN GREEK PERSIAN
JAPANESE ESPERANTO BENGALI

The complete story of Linguaphone
makes fascinating reading. Our FREE
Book S. N. and our “Pay as You Learn
Plan” will be sent you on request.

LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE
10 East 43rd Street ~ New York City

If in Washington call for demonstra-
tion at our Washington office: 1012 15th
Street, N. W.

LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE
10 EasT 43RD STREET, NEW YORK.

Without cost or obligation please send me your

Free Book S. N. and your “Pay as You Learn
Plan."



