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ASTRONOMY

Dr. Shapley Suggests Galaxies

Are Irregularly

THE DISTANT galaxies, those
clouds of stars far beyond our own
galactic system, which includes the sun
and all the stars that we ordinarily ob-
serve in the sky, seem to be irregularly
distributed in space. This is the opin-
ion expressed by Dr. Harlow Shapley,
director of the Harvard College Ob-
servatory, in the Observatory Bulletin.
Furthermore, he suggests, these irreg-
ularities are the result of some evolu-
tionary process in the higher system of
which the galaxies themselves are the
units.

These galaxies appear on the photo-
graphs taken through great telescopes
as faint nebulae, and they show in
greatest numbers in regions far from
the Milky Way, for there the stars in
our own galaxy, and the associated dark
matter, obscure them. But even in the
regions where they are most numerous,
there is considerable irregularity in
their distribution. The question was
whether or not this is real, or whether
they too are partly hidden by dark ma-
terial in space. The nebulae studied
by Dr. Shapley are those nearer than
25 megaparsecs. A megaparsec is the
biggest unit of distance employed by
astronomers. It is the distance that light
will travel in 3,260,000 yeats.

Dr. Shapley’s research was to deter-
mine whether there was any correla-
tion between the distribution of these
galaxies, and that of the faint stars.
These stars are presumably the most
distant in our own Milky Way system,
and so, if the sparseness of the galaxies
was the result of dark matter in our
own system, the stars should be affected
similarly. However, he finds that there
is no correlation whatever. The stars
are also distributed very irregularly,
but in some regions where they are
thick, the galaxies are very scarce, and
vice versa. There are other cases where
the two happen to be most numerous
in the same regions.

“From these simple tests,” states Dr.
Shapley, “it appears that the distribu-
tion of external galaxies is wholly in-
dependent of the distribution of faint
stars, and we deduce therefrom that
if obscuring matter is involved it is ex-
ternal to our own galactic system. A
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much more reasonable assumption, of
course, is that the irregularities in ap-
parent distribution are real and indi-
cate groupings of external galaxies. The
irregularities are obviously too pro-
nounced to be attributed to chance;
they are rather a demonstration of evo-
lutionary tendencies in the metagalactic
system.”

Fits Previous Researches

This idea would fit in with earlier
researches by Dr. Shapley which indi-
cated that distant space is reasonably
transparent, in that it is not filled with
a sort of mist. This was shown by a
study of the relation of the size of
the galaxies to their surface brightness.
If space is transparent, the distant ones
would be faint merely because they
seem smaller than those which are near-
er. If space were filled with some sort
of obscuring fog, however, the bright-
ness of a certain area of the distant
galaxies would be less than that of a
corresponding area in a nearer one.
However he found that the average
surface brightness was fairly constant
regardless of distance. If there were
actual dark clouds that obscured all the
light if they obscured any, the surface
brightness would not be affected. But
in the absence of any evidence that
there are such clouds beyond our
galaxy, it is more reasonable to assume,
as Dr. Shapley suggests, that the ir-
regularities are real.
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St. Caso and his associates made their
most important tomb discovery of the
season at Monte Alban very shortly be-
fore they closed the wotk there. Seven
feet under ground, they encountered
this tomb. Inside, they found the skele-
ton of a girl nine or ten years old, with
her toys and other possessions. There
was a red tiger with a ruffled collar, a
real-looking figure of a baby, a red owl
whistle which still hoots when you try
its note, and an animal-shaped vessel
with human head, and other things. All
these were of clay.

To the archaeologists, this is not
merely a bright picture of child life in
old Mexico. This “Tomb Thirty-Three”
is the most ancient found in the grave-
yard and the first of its type. The con-
tents shed light on a very early period
of Mexican pre-history. The Indian
child’s simple possessions draw from
the archaeologists the comment that this
is the most important pottety yet found
at Monte Alban.

The pottery, they pronounce, is a
primitive Zapotec Indian type. They
place it, historically, in transition be-
tween the archaic culture of Middle
America, sometime over a thousand
years ago, and the culture developed
by Zapotec Indians. Over the grave
ceiling the archaeologists discovered two
archaic clay female figures and a large
pot ornamented with the head of a man
with a duck’s bill.

The grave apparently corresponds in
age to the mysterious Dancers’ Temple
at Monte Alban. On the temple are
half-human carvings in grotesque poses
which have puzzled archaeologists. The
animal-shaped vessel with human head
in the child’s tomb reveals a posture like
the weird temple carvings.
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