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All Fish Is Diatoms

HAT all flesh is grass, we are con-

stantly being assured both by moral-
ists who like to quote Scripture and by
physiologists who want to keep us well
reminded of the interdependence or
animal and plant kingdoms.

And it is true enough, that the roast
smoking on the table was originally
grass, just as the bread we shall con-
sume with it is made from the seeds of
other grass. But come next Friday, and
the grass-produced flesh is replaced by
a piece de résistance that is not made of
grass. Fish harks back to an ultimate
vegetable origin no less than flesh, but
it is in debt to an entirely different
class of plants.

The “pastures of the sea” are made
up mainly of diatoms, which are one-
celled plants that can be perceived by
the naked eye when millions of them
are concentrated together, making the
water green and scummy-looking. In
their normal distribution they cannot be
seen at all without the aid of a com-
pound microscope.

But they do exist in the ocean in un-
countable billions, and there are no
waters anywhere on the globe that atre
without them. There are hundreds of
species, some of them of rare beauty.
In most places they form the dominant
vegetable patt of the drifting life-com-
plex of the sea, for convenience called
“plankton” by ocean-studying scientists.
Sometimes that dominance is upset tem-
porarily by other one-celled plants or
animals, but for the most part the
diatoms rule.

And they ate eaten in their uncount-
able billions by all manner of little sea
animals: gobbled by flea-sized relatives
of crab and lobster, snatched by sea
worms, strained out of the water by
oysters and clams. We in our turn eat
the oysters and (Turn to Page 175)
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Poor Health Record For 1933
Indicated by Early Reports

HE GOOD HEALTH records for

the United States and Canada main-
tained during the last few years will
probably not be continued in 1933.
Judging from the January death reports,
the health outlook for the coming year
is anything but promising, officials of
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
pany point out.

The January, 1933, death-rate of 10.8
per thousand is the highest recorded
for the first month of any year since
1929, and with the exception of 1929
it is the highest for more than a decade.

Influenza and pneumonia were re-
sponsible for nearly one-fifth of all the
deaths during January, 1933, the com-
pany’s figures showed. In addition,
deaths from cancer, diabetes, cerebral
hemorrhage, heart disease and suicides
increased sharply over the deaths from
these causes a year ago.

The death-rate for diabetes reached a
new high figure in January, 1933,
which has never been even closely ap-
proached in any month of any preced-
ing year. This is thought to be the re-
sult of the influenza epidemic. Diabetics
who become victims of influenza are
frequently without sufficient resistance
to withstand both diseases, the report
explained, and their deaths occur dut-
ing the influenza outbreaks instead of
later.

“A number of years have made excel-
lent health records despite bad begin-

nings,” the company’s officials recalled
in their report.

The year 1929, which started with a
bad influenza outbreak was given as a
conspicuous example.

“Nevertheless health conditions from
now on will need to be exceptionally
good to counterbalance the January set-
back and to establish a record for the
year at or near the remarkably low
mortality figure for 1932.”
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A poultry disease known as range
paralysis, the cause of which is un-
known, is taking increasingly heavy toll
in Ohio poultry flocks.

A stroke of lightning completely
stripped the bark off a big willow oak
tree at the Government agricultural
farm near Washington, last summer.

@® Nawre Camps — conducted by
Pennsylvania State College Sum-
mer Session—for teachers and
naturalists.  Picturesquely located
in mountains of Central Pennsyl-
vania, where wild life abounds.

FIRST CAMP
June 29 to July 20

SECOND CAMP
July 19 to August 9

Study Nature jl
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Lectures by eminent naturalists.
Illustrated booklet on request.

PROFESSOR GEORGE R. GREEN
Director of Nature Camps
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