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treasure, one of the most outstanding
archaeological finds of the world, has
been permitted to come to the United
States by special act of the Mexican
government.

Thousands of persons have been in-
quiring for the Mexican presidential
train, of which the treasure car is a
part and as soon as it was opened they
thronged through its aisle marvelling
at the beautiful and intricate prehistoric
Mexican workmanship, expressed in
gold, jade, turquoise, coral, pearls and
red shell. The many scores of pieces are
displayed in twenty-one large glass
cases.

Accompanying the exhibit is Dr.
Alfonso Caso, explorer of the famous
tomb in Oaxaca where this treasure was
found associated with the skeletons of
nine Indians of an unknown nation.
Only the richness and superb work-
manship of the jewels certifies to the
high position of their wearers in church
and state of ancient Mexico.

With Dr. Caso ate Senora Caso and
Senor Daniel de la Borbolla. The latter,
fluent in English and well acquainted
with American ways, is Dr. Caso’s
“contact” with the American public,
since Dr. Caso speaks little English and
has not been in this country before, al-
though he has traveled in Europe.

Another valued member of the party
is Martin Bazin, a native of the high
Mixteca.  Broad-shouldered, rather
short, lithe and silent in his movements,
he is the jewels’ watchdog. The guards
in and around the car, and the detec-
tives who doubtless mingle with the
crowd, would seem to be superfluous
when he is around.

The value of the Monte Alban treas-
ure is a parodox. It simply has no
price, from the artistic and archaeo-
logical point of view. Yet if a gang of
thieves should conceivably  break
through all the safeguards with which
the car has been surrounded since it
left Mexico City and steal the entire
lot, they would find that they had but
small reward for their pains. All the
gold used in all the ornaments sums up
to an estimated weight of but eight
pounds. Some of the pearls are large
—one weighs twenty-three carats—but
they are all pierced and so of no value
for modern jewelry.

The real value of the jewels lies in
their beauty and their mysterious an-
tiquity.
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Cancer Susceptibility
Depends on Single Gene

JUST ONE GENE in the germ cells
from which you grew—an almost in-
finitesimal thing about the size of one
molecule—determined whether or not
you are susceptible to cancer.

For it is that tiny, single unit among
the many complex factors of heredity
that makes the difference between can-
cer susceptibility and cancer insuscepti-
bility, Maud Slye of the Sprague Me-
morial Institute and the University of
Chicago has found.

The scientific research from which
Miss Slye draws this conclusion is re-
ported in the American Journal of Can-
cer. Her studies on cancer inheritance
have been carried on for twenty-three
years and involve over 116,000 au-
topsies.

Because of the difficulty of obtaining
records of many human generations,
Miss Slye has made her studies on gen-
erations of mice, which develop cancer
just as men and women do.

Heredity alone is not the cause of
cancer, Miss Slye points out. But
through heredity a susceptible soil is
prepared, she finds.

“"An external factor acting with in-
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ternal factors upon a susceptible soil is
probably the cause of cancer,” she stated
in her report.

Prolonged irritation may be an ex-
ternal factor. Internal factors may have
to do with function or faulty function
of the endocrine glands or with other
physiological conditions.

Another fact brought out by Miss
Slye’s studies is that insusceptibility to
cancer is a dominant factor, while sus-
ceptibility to cancer is what is known to
students of genetics as a recessive. This
means, according to Mendel's law, that
if a cancer susceptible mates with an
insusceptible, their offspring will in-
herit the dominant trait of insuscepti-
bility. In the next generation, however,
one-quarter of the offspring will show
the recessive trait of susceptibility.

However, such perfect genetic ratios
cannot be expected except as relatively
rare occurrences, Miss Slye stated. In
the case of cancer it is probabilities, not
certainties, that are dealt with. Age
and many other factors enter into the
situation and may interfere with or ob-
scure the genetic picture.
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Study of Croatans Reveals
No Link with Lost Colony

HE ROMANTIC story that Sir Wal-

ter Raleigh’s ill-fated colony on
Roanoke Island survives today in the
blood of the so-called Croatans has been
dealt a new blow by science.

A study of these Croatans, 8,000
mixed whites and Indians who live
mainly in Robeson County, North Caro-
lina, has been made by Dr. John R.
Swanton of the Smithsonian Institution.
Dr. Swanton is an outstanding authority
on Indians of the Southeastern states.

While labeling his conclusions tenta-
tive, Dr. Swanson says that the evidence
strongly indicates that these mysterious
North Carolinians belong predominant-
ly to the Siouan racial stock. They have
some white blood, but Dr. Swanton

finds no reason to believe that they have
any connection with the lost colony
established by Sir Walter Raleigh.

The Croatans have been a puzzle to
census takers and other officials who
have had to classify them. They have
been recently called Cherokee Indians,
and distant relatives of the Iroquois
group. Dr. Swanton connects them
most closely with the Cheraw Indians,
a tribe of Sioux stock.

The name Croatan was given them
through influence of Hamilton Mac-
Millan of Fayetteville, North Carolina,
in support of his hypothesis that they
were descendants of the lost colonists.
Croatan was the name of an island and
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