PRICE

15¢

“IENCE NEWS LETTEF

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE

AUGUST 19, 1933
‘ (/

Texas Telescope

See Page 122

\| |}
v
Ak/SCIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

[

y

]
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to |} )2

The Science News-Letter. RINOIRY
WWw.jstor.org




114

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XXIV No. 645
The Weekly 713 Current
Summary of Science

Published by

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by WatsoNn Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

In requesting change of address, please give
old as well as new address.

Advertising rates furnished on application.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science,

McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md. Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H. Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Executive Committee, Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey. Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary
Emeritus, National Research Council, Washing-
ton, D. C.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, Harrison E.
Howe, Editor of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry. Representing Journalistic Profession,
John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New York
Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D.
C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and Pub-
lisher, New York City. Representing E. W.
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio;
Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis, Staff writers: Frank
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, J. W. Young; Librarian, Minna
Gill: Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie
Jenkins.

Copyright 1933, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of the SCIENCE
News LeTTER is strictly Brohibited since it is dis-
tributed for personal, school, club or library use
only. Newspapers, magazines and other publica-
tions are invited to avail themselves of the nu-
merous syndicate services issued by Science Serv-
ice, details and samples of which will gladly be
sent on request.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the SciEnce NEws LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application for
this privilege should be accompanied by privilege
card obtained from the Permanent Secretary,
A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution Building,
‘Washington, D C

Publication Office, 1930 _Clifton Ave., Balti.
more, Md., Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stituéion Ave. at 21st St.,, N. W., Washington,
D. C.

Address all communications to Washington,
D. C. Cable address: Scienservc, Washington.

Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title registered
as trade-mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Offices.

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER for August 19, 1933

DO YOU KNOW?

Needles of the longleaf pine some-
times grow 18 inches long.

Individuals differ so in keenness of
smell and taste that some flowers seem
fragrant to some people and odorless to
others,

Copper can now be used in exposed
places without tarnishing, as a result of
fusing a thin, flexible silicate coating to
the copper.

The banana tree is more properly
called a herb, since it has no wood stem
and the trunk is merely leaf stalks clus-
tered together.

A 20 volume edition of the flora of
the Soviet Union has been completed by
Russian botanists, and it is said to con-
tain over 20,000 species of plants.

The most beautiful photographs of
trees in America are sought by the
American Forestry Associaton for a col-
lection to be exhibited throughout the
country.

Chickens sometimes suffer from a dis-
case which causes their wattles to swell.

Some of the sharks that lived millions
of years ago were giants with jaws five
feet wide.

Not all snails are slow: the ear shell
snail of the Channel Islands can speed
along at the rate of six yards a minute.

The number “pi”, which children
learn as 3.1416, has been carried out to
hundreds of decimal places by calcula-
tors, one setting the record with 707
places.

Mountain plants are often dwarf,
scrubby specimens, but in the Himala-
yas giant plants with bright colored blos-
soms are found at altitudes as high as
18,000 feet.

Going-to-the-Sun Highway, in Glacier
National Park, has been opened to the
public, thus providing a scenic route
across the Rockies linking the east and
west sides of the Park.

AGRONOMY

Who caused farmers to stop raising ‘‘pretty’”
corn? p. 127. Corn and Corn-growing—H. A.
Wallace and E. N. Bressman—Wallace Pub-
lishing Co., $2.25.

ARCHAEOLOGY
What kind of feeding bottles did babies of
the ancient Greeks use? p. 124.
When did iron come into common use? p.
7.

ASTRONOMY

How large is the mirror for the new Naval
Observatory telescope? p. 120.

How was the period of rotation of Saturn
determined? p. 115. Astronomy for Everybody
—Simon Newcomb—Garden City, 1932, $1.

In what three forms will it be possible to use
the new McDonald Observatory telescope? p.
122.

What is the greatest temperature of the sun?
p. 116.

Where is the second eclipse of 1933? p. 126.

BactErIOLOGY
What is bacteriophage? p. 126.

Brorogy

How may albino frogs be produced? p. 117.
. What is_the size of the smallest known liv-
ing things? p. 123.

EconoMics
. What are two old examples of crop limita-
tion? p. 122.

What farming lands may be abandoned in the
resettling of America? p. 116. The Pioncer
Fringe—Isaiah Bowman—American Geographical
Society—1931, 361 p., $4.

GEOPHYSICS
Do rocks “‘attract”” lightning? p. 120.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

MEDICINE . .
Can cancer be treated with minerals in the

blood? p. 121

ORDNANCE
What is a ‘‘boat tail”” bullet? p. 125.

PALEOBOTANY L
When were Canadian forests in Illinois? p.
121.

Puysics
How are neutrons
What is ortho-hydrogen? p.

roduced? p. 121.
120.

PHysioLoGy
What part of a monkey’s brain controls his
tail? p. 120. The Brain From Ape to Man—
Frederick Tilney—Hoeber, 1928, 2 wvol., $25.
Will animals live when their hemoglobin is
outside the red blood cells? p. 122.

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY .
What seeds failed to sprout in heavy water?

p. 116

PsycHOLOGY
Are children afraid of traffic? p. 118.

PusLic HEALTH

How are selenium sprays most dangerous?
p. 120.

How much did tuberculosis curtail average
length of life in 19202 p. 124. Procedures in
Tuberculosis Control—Benjamin Goldberg—F.
A. Davis Co., 1933, $4.

These curiosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of scientific activity from
which this week’s news comes. Book references
in jtalic type are not sources of information of
the article, but are references for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book Dept.,
Science News Letter, at publishers’ prices, pre-
paid in the United States.




