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Do o Koow?

Migrating birds seldom travel in a
straight line.

Fires are often built of whalebone in
the Aleutian Islands, off Alaska—wood is
scarce,

New York State is making a survey
and inventory of its nursing resources
for defense information.

The United States now imports only
5% of its dyes, and exports more of this
class of goods than it buys from foreign
sources.

Thirty Comanche Indians have been
chosen by the army for Signal Corps
duty, to use their little-known language
for code purposes.

Turkey’s crops of wheat, barley, rye,
and oats in 1940 were the largest in re-
cent years.

British officials deduce from Italian
economic measures that Italy is short on
cereals, fats, charcoal, raw cotton, rub-
ber, leather, and gasoline.

The United States’ population doubled
between 1790 and 1815, again between
1815 and 1840, again from 1840 to 1856,
and a fourth time from 1856 to 1g00.

A geologist says that Palestine’s moun-
tains were formed when the sea receded
from the area about 500,000,000 years
ago; then the sea covered it again for
at least 15,000,000 years, and after that
the area was dry land again.
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AGRICULTURE

How can soybeans be used to wipe out a
pest? p. 191,

ANTHROPOLOGY

Why is the nose of cartoonists’ Uncle Sam
not American? p. 184,
ANTHROPOLOGY-MEDICINE

What examples of fine medical writing are
to be found in the Bible? p. 187.
ARCHAEOLOGY

What archaeological treasure has been un-
earthed in Jerusalem? p. 189
ASTRONOMY

How long will the sun’s fuel last? p. 185.

What foreign countries still collaborate in
producing the American Ephemeris? p. 180.
CHEMISTRY

What are the British now making from
seaweed ? p.

What chemical important for making ex-
plosives can be made from petroleum? p. 188.
FORESTRY

How can electricity be used to estimate
the health of trees? p. 185.

GENERAL SCIENCE

How many scientific and technical books

were published in the United States in 19397

p. 184,
In what fields should students be given

special consideration by draft boards? p. 181.
What will be the draft status on July 1
of i‘;{dents who have had group deferment?
p. .
MEDICINE
How reliable is the new one-hour test for
pregnancy ? p. 190,

QUESTIONS DISCUSSED IN THIS ISSUE

Most articles which appear in SCIENCE NEWS LETTER are based on communications to Seience
Where published sources are used they are referred

Irllgzvhat state has a tax been put on blood?
D. .
What medical usefulness has been found
for the enzyme that darkens potatoes? p. 188.

What treatment has been found to relieve
uterine tumors in cases that connot be oper-
ated on? p. 185.
MILITARY SCIENCE

What are the advantages of the new Sedg-
ley submachine gun? p. 183.
. What plan of gun mounting on an airplane
is designed to give fire command over an
enemy approaching from any direction?
p. 180.
NUTRITION

What possible danger is seen in the forti-
fication of foods? p. 183.
PALEOBOTANY

How do scientists know that Arizona once
had a warmer climate? p. 189.
PHOTOGRAPHY

What copying device for books uses no
lens? p. 184,
PHYSICS

For what uses is an electrically conductive
rubber desirable? p. 185.
PSYCHOLOGY

What does the story of the “Wolf Girl”
teach about the effect of bad surroundings
on a child’s intelligence? p. 182.
RADIO

How can push-button radios be made to
work on new station frequencies? p. 179.
WILDLIFE
. How can swallowed shot be removed from
live wild ducks? p. 185.

The Chinese, says an archaeoiogist,
have had sheep since late prehistoric
times, but have never developed a woolen
industry.

Manzanita and wild lilac, growing on
the West Coast, are among domestic
sources of burls offering substitutes for
French brier for pipewood.

Toys from the WPA Toy Shop in New
York have been placed in Child Health
Centers of the city, to amuse children
awaiting dental and medical treatment.

By withdrawing nickel coins from
circulation, Italy has obtained 1,600
nietric tons of nickel and expects to sal-
vage another 2,900 tons.

British agriculturists point out that
potatoes in the ready-to-eat stage can be
increased in quantity 33% by care in
peeling and eyeing.

Examining bones of a rare fossil sloth,
Thomas Jefferson in 1796 judged this
“an animal of the lion kind” and named
it Megalonyx, meaning “Great Claw.”
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