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Biology, bacteriology and any other
branch of biological science which bears
directly upon problems of medicine or
the public health, safety or interest.

Chemistry.

Physics.

Geology and geophysics, including
such specialized fields as meteorology,
hydrology and cartography.

Engineering, including civil, electrical,
chemical, mechanical, agricultural, sani-
tary and mining.

“It is generally recognized,” the reso-
lution states, “that American democracy
depends upon the welfare of its citizens
and that this democracy must be safe-
guarded by an expansion of economic,
social, and physical security. These prime
requirements of our freedom in turn
depend on the full utilization and ex-
pansion of our science and technology,
our educational system, and our public
health services. Our essential resources
and services can be maintained only by
assuring continuity in the development
and utilization of existing personnel and
in the adequate training of new per-
sonnel.

“However, the conscription, under the
Selective Service Act, of the nation’s
young men for military training, threat-
ens to create a serious dislocation in the
country’s welfare by disrupting the con-
tinuity of their scientific and technical
training and service.

“These activities in specialized fields
are so rigorous and require such con-
tinuous application to keep abreast of
current advances that even a year’s ab-
sence from their pursuit will cause an
enormously disproportionate loss in the
effectiveness of the training.

“Such loss means lowering the stand-
ards of our specialized personnel and
will be reflected for many years in its
effect upon the educational and public
health services and upon the science and
technology of our country.

“One of the primary functions of the
administration of the Selective Service
Act requires that military personnel be
developed with a minimum disruption
of those spheres of national activity
which are of great social value. It is
important, therefore, to protect the con-
tinuity of the development of profes-
sional and technically trained persons.”

The New York Branch of the Ameri-
can Association of Scientific Workers re-
quests information regarding the experi-
ence of other scientists and organizations
in connection with draft problems. The
Association’s New York Headquarters

are at 15 Bank Street.
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PSYCHOLOGY

Even Nurture in the Wild
Will Not Destroy Intelligence

From Study of Story of Kamala, “Wolf Girl” of India,
Psychologist Concludes She Was Not Feeble-Minded

VEN if a baby is torn away from

mother and all human attention,
suckled by a wild wolf and taught to
run with the pack and eat carrion she is
not made fecble-minded by this experi-
ence, Dr. Arnold Gesell, director of Yale
University’s Clinic of Child Development,
concludes from study of the story of
Kamala, the “Wolf Girl” of India.

Kamala’s dramatic life story of a child-
hood like Kipling’s Mowgli in the den
of wolves, followed by rescue and care
for nine years in an orphanage has been
related by a missionary who was in
charge of the orphanage, Rev. J. A. L.
Singh. It is soon to be published in this
country. The story has been examined
by Dr. Gesell, who pronounces it “a
notable human document.”

In the light of his own knowledge
of normal child development, Dr. Gesell
has analyzed the story of Kamala for
evidence of the effects of life in a wolf
den on human intelligence and for the
light it may throw on the age-old con-
troversy among scientists as to the rela-
tive importance of nature and nurture in
making an individual bright or dull,
genius or idiot. His interpretations are
contained in a book Wolf Child and
Human Child. (Reviewed, SNL, this
issue.)

Although Kamala when she died at the
age of 17 secemed to have the mental
and social development of a child only
three and a half years old, she was defi-
nitely not feeble-minded, Dr. Gesell con-
cludes. A feeble-minded person is one
who because of defective intelligence
cannot learn to live independently in his
surroundings.

Kamala, according to the story told
by Rev. J. A. L. Singh, made not one
satisfactory adjustment, but two or per-
haps three.

For a few months, she lived the life
of a human infant in the rather primi-
tive surroundings of the Indian peasant.

Then, snatched by a she-wolf, little
baby Kamala had to learn a new life.
She had to compete with wolf cubs for
the milk that meant life to her. She
had to learn later to run with the pack,

to hunt at night, to recognize the smells
and sounds of danger in the wild. Yet
the little human babe did not die. She
held her own with the wolves and lived
and grew. An imbecile could not have
fared so well, Dr. Gesell indicates.

But when she was eight years old,
even greater demands were made upon
her. Now she was taken from the life of
the wild and required to learn to walk
upright, wear clothing, use the cups and
dishes and plumbing cf civilized life in
the Midnapore orphanage. Her readjust-
ment was slow and tedious, but it was
consistent and progressive. And despite
the extraordinary delay in learning to
walk and talk and do all the things
that human babies learn to do, she
learned them in the same sequence as
does a normal child.

Parents need not fear, Dr. Gesell con-
cludes from the story of Kamala, that
the most poorly conducted orphanage
in a civilized community could possibly
produce feeble-mindedness. It may de-
press the intelligence quotient as meas-
ured by standard tests, it can deprive a
child of his cultural rights, but it cannot
inflict feeble-mindedness. The human
nervous system is more resistant to ad-
versity than that, Dr. Gesell declares.

Stories of children brought up in the
wild have long fired the imagination of
scientists as well as the public. But
few of them have had scientific authen-
tication. Even in the case of Kamala and
a foster sister “wolf child” Amala, res-
cued at the same time, there was un-
fortunately no opportunity for psycholo-
gists or anthropologists to make any
examination of these children or of the
circumstances of their early life.
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War is affecting the orchid business,
causing the United States to receive
more tropical American orchids, replac-
ing European plants.

Diet should include some foods for
vigorous chewing, says a noted nutrition-
ist, explaining that teeth not exercised
do not retain a high degree of health.
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