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D Vo Kown?

The weight of a dozen eggs may vary
as much as 10 or even 15 ounces.

The human eye reaches its full size
when the individual is about 10 years old.

Vegetarians, farm workers, miners,
and some industrial workers are eligible
in Britain for a special cheese ration of
12 ounces per week.

Stones from the size of pebbles to rocks
have been found in stomachs of the seal,
walrus, and sea lion, but scientists do not
agree as to the reason,

Since black fabrics are depressing,
special efforts to develop blackout fab-
ri¢s that are more attractive indoors have
been made in England.

One and two-humped camels are
crossed in the Middle East, producing
a one-humped hybrid of superior
strength and endurance.

If ordinary grease were used to lubri-
cate submarine fins, an oil trail would
be left on the water for enemies, but
grease that leaves no “slick” is available.

Animals and fish carved on rocks in
Scotland are recent discoveries indicating
that Scandinavia’s Arctic Culture reached
eastern Britain and penetrated a good
way inland in prehistoric times.

A report from Moscow says that, pre-
paring for winter fighting, soldiers in
the Moscow area have practiced march-
ing on skis over rough terrain, tossing
grenades and shooting from various po-
sitions on skis; and first aid detachments
on skis have been organized.
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to in the article.

ANATOMY

What evidence indicates that man’s evolu-
tionary ancestors did not swing in trees?
p. 393.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Is it possible to tell a Japanese from a
Chinese by his looks? p. 394.

BIOLOGY

In what way does a virus act like a gene?
p. 393.

ENGINEERING

Into what new field has FM been intro-
duced ? p. 395.

QUESTIONS DISCUSSED IN THIS ISSUE

Most articles which appear in SCIENCE NEWS LETTER are based on communications to Science
Service, or on papers before meetings. Where published sources are used they are referred

ETHNOLOGY

What are the Japanese traditions with re-
gard to fighting? p. 394.
GENERAL SCIENCE

How old is Science Service? p. 389.

What missing link between humans and
lower animals was found in embryos? p. 393.

PHYSICS
What tiny projectiles cause the explosions
of giant stars? p. 393.

PUBLIC HEALTH

How is WPA aiding in rehabilitation of
rejected selectees? p. 893.

What drug may protect U. S. troops
against plague? p. 394.

Christmas Meetings

Coming issues of the Science News Letter will
contain reports by the Science Service staff of
important end-of-the-year scientific meetings.
These will include:

American Anthropological Association, Ameri-
can Folk Lore Society, Society for American
Archaeology, Andover, Mass., Dec. 27-30.

American Association for the Advancement of
Science and affiliated societies, Dallas, Texas,
Dec. 29-Jan. 3.

American Association of Economic Entomolo-
gists, San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 29-31.

American Ch 1 Society, Ind ial and En-
gineering Chemistry Symposium, Cleveland, Ohio,
Dee. 29-30.

American Chemical Society, Organic Sympo-
sium, Ann Arbor, Mich., Dec. 29-31.

American Chemical Society, Physical and In-
organic Chemistry Symposium, Columbus, Ohio,
Deec. 29-31.

American Economic Association, American So-
ciological Society, American Statistical Associa-
tion, and rclated groups, New York, Dec. 27-30.

American Historical Association, Chicago, Ill.,
Dec. 29-31.

American
Dce. 28-31.

American Mathematical Society, Bethlchem, Pa.,
Dec. 29-31.

Archacological Institute of America, Hartford,
Conn., Dec. 29-31.

Geological Society of Amecrica, Boston, Mass.,
Dec. 29-31.

Mathematical Association of America,
hem, Pa., Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

Society of American Bacteriologists, Baltimore,
Md., Deec. 29-31.

Library Association, Chicage, Il

Bethle-

Methods of making wall board from
seaweed have been developed in Ireland.

A writer on food chemistry says that
medieval England knew only three vege-
tables—beets, leeks and lentils.

Portable Landing Surface
Makes Emergency Airport
See Front Cover

HE ANSWER to Japan’s attack on

Hawaii’s Hickam Field may lie in
portable landing surfaces like the one
pictured on the front cover of this week’s
Science NEws LETTER.

With surfacing like this, a landing
field can be laid down anywhere on mud
or rough terrain and moved again with-
out delay to another undisclosed location.
The picture, taken during recent maneu-
vers, is an official photograph of the
U. S. Army.

Science News Letter, December 20, 1941

SCIENCENEWS LETTER

Vol. 40 DECEMBER 20, 1941 No. 25

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVIC
Ine.,, 1719 N St, N. W,, Washington, D. C.
Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subscriptions—8$5.00 a year; two years, $7.00;
15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies to same ad-
dress, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers more than
six months old, 25 cents.

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one, at
least two weeks before change is to become
effective.

Copyright, 1941, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicate
services issued by Science Service.

Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

Entered as second class matter at the post-
office at Washington, D. C., under the Act of
March 3, 1879. Established in mimeographed

form March 18, 1922. Title registered as trade-
mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Offices. In-
dexed in Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature,
Abridged Guide, and in the Engineering Index.

The Science Observer, established by the
American Institute of the City of New York,
is now included in the SCIENCE NEWS LETTER.

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have privilege of sub-
scribing to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, at $3 a year.

The New York Museum of Science and In-
dustry has elected SCIENCE NEWS LETTER as its
gﬁicia] publication to be received by its mem-
ers.

Advertising rates on application.
Audit Bureau of Circulation.

SCIENCE SERVICE is the Institution for the
Popularization of Science organized 1921 as a
non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science:
Henry B. Ward. University of Illinois; Edwin
G. Conklin, American Philosophical Society; J.
McKeen Cattell. Editor, Science. Nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences: R. A. Milli-
kan, California Institute of Technology; Harlow
Shapley, Harvard College Observatory; William

Member

H. Howell, Johns Hopkins University. Nomi-
nated by the National Research Council: Ross
G. Harrison, Yale University; C. G. Abbot, Sec-
retary, Smithsonian Institution; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor, Industrial and Engineering Chem-
istry. Nominated by the Journalistic Profession:
0. W. Riegel, Washington and Lee School of
Journalism; A. H. Kirehhofer, Buffalo Evening
News; Neil H. Swanson, Baltimore Evening Sun.
Nominated by the E. W. Seripps Estate: Frank
R. Ford, Evansville Press; Warren S. Thomp-
son, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio; Harry L.
Smithton, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Officers—Homnorary President: William E. Rit-
ter. President: Edwin G. Conklin. Vice-President
and Chairman of Exzecutve Committee: Harlow
Shapley. Treasurer: O. W. Riegel. Secretary:
Watson Davis.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Wrilers: Frank
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, Morton Mott-Smith. Science
Clubs of America: Joseph H. Kraus, Margaret
E. Patterson. Photography: TFremont Davis.
Librarian: Minna Gill. Business Manager: Alvin
C. Stewart. Sales and Advertising: Hallie Jen-
kins, Austin Winant. Correspondents in principal
cities and centers of research.

%

%5

s
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to Q% )2
The Science News-Letter. ®
www.jstor.org




