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TECHNOLOGY

Allies Reach Agreement

» THREE great nations, the United States,
Canada and Britain, allies in two world
wars and ready to stand together if another
emergency arises, will have taken an im-
portant strategic and commercial step when
their agreement to standardize threads of
screws, nuts and bolts is signed this month.

The agreement has already been made.
Representatives of the three nations
met in Washington this month at the
National Bureau of Standards to formalize
it. When signed by them, it goes into im-
mediate effect. One of the largest automo-
bile manufacturers is reported ready to
make the necessary changes the day of the
signatures.

To many the standardization of screw
threads may seem a minor matter. Without
it, however, a British nut will not fit on an
American bolt. With it an American driver
of a British Austin car who loses a nut will
not have to wait for a replacement from
England. The same holds true for all types
of machines built in one country and used
in another. Standardization of screws, nuts
and bolts is particularly important in
aviation.

Important as the standardization is in
peacetime, it is more important in war,
particularly among nations who are fight-
ing side by side. During the recent war
millions of tons of precious steel went into
bolts, nuts and screws, and great quantities
were sent abroad to wherever American
equipment was in use so that these war
essentials could be kept in usable condition.

In America, the standard screw thread of
today is made at an angle of 60 degrees,
with a cross-section looking like the sharp
teeth of a saw. In Britain, the thread has
flat sides at an angle of 55 degrees to each
other and with rounded tops and bottoms.
The new agreement will establish several
classes of screw threads with compromise
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dimensions which will enable the essential
surfaces of corresponding classes to fit
exactly.

This standardization step, which marks
a definite turning point of the machine age,
is the result of negotiations over the past 30
years or so which came to a real head dur-
ing the war because of the wide use of
American equipment by all the allies. The
United States government took a very
active part, but much of the success in
reaching a conclusion is due to technical
societies, particularly the Society of Auto-
motive Engineers, the Society of Mechanical
Engineers, and the American Standards
Association.
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ENTOMOLOGY

Ship Insects From China’s
Redwoods to California

» FIRST SHIPMENTS of a collection of
60,000 insects from the Dawn Redwoods
forest of China have been received at the
California Academy of Sciences in San
Francisco, Director Robert C. Miller an-
nounced. An entomological expedition
headed by Dr. J. Linsley Gressitt and spon-
sored jointly by the Academy and Lingnan
University, of Canton, is now at work
among the Chinese redwoods, recently dis-
covered alive after having been known only
as a fossil species.

The collection will be studied with espe-
cial care to find what relationships, if any,
can be found between the insects that live
among the Chinese redwoods and those of
the redwood forest of the California coast.
Any such possible kinships or resemblances
among the insects will be significant in
working out the lines of descent of the ex-
isting redwoods from the redwoods of
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50,000,000 years ago, whose vast forests
circled the whole Northern Hemisphere.

It has already been learned that Meta-
sequoia, the Chinese redwood, is limited to
one valley, named Shui-Hsa-pa, in Hupeh
province. About a thousand trees have thus
far been counted. Along with them grow
oaks, beeches, birch, linden and rhododen-
dron, giving the forest a strong resemblance
to woodland areas in the eastern United
States.

Part of the insect collections will be re-
tained by the Academy; the rest will be
returned to Lingnan University.
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