380

years old. Already greatly improved, it is
a system from which much may be ex-
pected in the future.

Within the next decade or so, greatly
increased speeds in civilian transportation
by air may be expected. Turbojet, ram-
jet and rocket engines will be responsible.
The so-called unbreakable sonic barrier,
related to the elasticity of air which limits

GENERAL SCIENCE

ScieNce News LETTER for December 11, 1948

the speed of sound, has already been broken.
New designs to permit fast traveling and
to withstand the air shock waves en-
countered may alter the general appear-
ances of supersonic planes. And along with
these developments the “everyman’s” heli-
copter may be simplified and become
a familiar sight in millions of backyards.
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Young Scientists Compete

Eighth Annual Science Talent Search is under way
this month with 16,000 boys and girls competing for the
$11,000 in Westinghouse Science Scholarships.

» ‘TEEN-AGE scientists all over the
United States are sitting down for some
pre-Christmas writing.

Their three-hour composition will be no
letter to Santa Claus but it will bring 40 of
them the best Christmas present they ever
had—an invitation to the five-day Science
Talent Institute in Washington and a
chance to win a Westinghouse Science
Scholarship.

Some 16,000 boys and girls began to
take, on Dec. 1, a three-hour science ap-
titude examination in their own public,
private and parochial schools as the first
step in the competition for the $11,000 in
Westinghouse Science Scholarships offered
in the Eighth Annual Science Talent Search,
conducted by Science Clubs of America,

Telephone Shoulder Cradle

EXCELLENT CHRISTMAS GIFT

Leaves both
hands free
while using
phone.

Can be
stalled in

in-

two minutes.

phone
users complete freedom of both hands. Fits
any portable phone. Compact, unbreakable,
adjustable.

A convenient phone accessory for execu-
tives, order clerks, secretaries, professional
people and housewives. When the telephone

Tele-Rest shoulder cradle gives

is placed to the ear, the cradle rests com-
fortably on the shoulder. permitting the
user to take dictation, write notes, check
files or search for reference material. Tele-
Rest is made of cast aluminum with rubber
shoulder grip. Adaptable for either ear.

$1.98
(Add 7 cents postage’
JOHN N. CULVER

4007 Lawrence Street Colmar Manor
Brentwood, Maryland

administered by Science Service.

The high school seniors, all of whom
aspire to careers in science, will also sub-
mit scholastic and other recommendations
and a 1,000-word essay on the subject,
“My Scientific Project” before the com-
petition closes at midnight, Dec. 27.

Judges to Name 40 Winners

The science aptitude examination, de-
signed each year by Drs. Harold A. Ed-
gerton and Steuart H. Britt, New York
psychologists, is planned to reveal ability
to think and reason rather than to measure
acquired knowledge of science.

Only 40 boys and girls will be invited
to the Eighth Annual Science Talent In-
stitute March 3 through 7, 1949. For five
days they will learn about new develop-
ments in science, listen to and talk with
prominent scientists and be introduced
to possibilities for their future in scientific
research.

During their five-day all-expense stay in
Washington one of the young scientists will
receive the $2,800 Westinghouse Grand
Science Scholarship. Runners-up will re-
ceive scholarships ranging from $100 to
$2,000. The $11,000 in scholarships will be
awarded at the discretion of the judges:
Drs. Edgerton and Britt; Dr. Harlow
Shapley, director, Harvard College Ob-
servatory; and Dr. Rex E. Buxton, Wash-
ington psychiatrist.

Honorable Mention For 260

The judges will name 260 other entrants
in the Science Talent Search for Honorable
Mention and Science Clubs of America
will assist them as well as the 40 winners
in getting scholarships at the colleges, uni-
versities and technical schools of their
choice. Previous Honorable Mentions have
received valuable scholarships and other
financial assistance in this way to continue
their education.

Entry materials and full details of the
Eighth Annual Science Talent Search can
be obtained by writing to Science Service

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter. RIKGJY

or direct to Science Clubs of America, 1719
N St, N. W., Washington 6, D .C.
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Adjustable Laboratory
Featured in New Building

» LABORATORY SPACE tailored to fit
the needs of individual experiments can
be arranged in the $8,000,000 first section
of General Electric’s new research labora-
tories near Schenectady, N. Y., which has
just been dedicated.

Standardized steel partitions in the
building can be set up or taken down in
a few hours to create different room sizes.
Pipes and conduits in the laboratory will
supply the researchers with direct and al-
ternating electrical current of various volt-
ages, city water, distilled water, illuminat-
ing gas, oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, com-
pressed air, vacuum and steam.
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CHEMISTRY
New Synthetic Detergents
Have Advantages Over Soap

» ONE POUND of synthetic detergents is
now sold for every five pounds of soap,
and these newer cleansing agents boast
several advantages, the American Oil
Chemists’ Society meeting was told in New
York.

Foster Dee Snell of Foster Dee Snell,
Inc., said that the synthetics usually work
better in hard water than in soft. On the
other hand, more than half of the soap
used in your household probably goes
to soften the water so that the rest of the
soap can do its work. Development of
synthetic detergents also may help the
world food situation, he added. Soaps are
made from fats and oils, while many of
the detergents are made from petroleum.
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Hydrazine hydrate is an important ingre-
dient in some rocket fuels.

STAR FINDER—

Asimple instrument with complete direc-
tions for locating all important stars
and constellations. Easy to manipulate.
Made of strong plastic, it is a welcome
aid to amateur and professional astronom-
ers, scouts, boat owners, and to individ-
vals who would like to learn something
about the heavens. On tripod stand $14.50

Outstanding Christmas Gift! Order Early!

Send 20c for 36-page Scientific Catalog
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