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medical men with this problem by work-
ing out equipment using a microvoltmeter.
Connected on one side are the electrodes
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which are attached to the patient’s abdomen
and on the other side is the photoelectric

recorder.
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Find New Factor in Blood

» A NEW factor has been found in hu-
man blood. You have it. Practically every-
body has it. It is so universally present that
when the blood of 2,500 women was ex-
amined only 5 (0.2 per cent) were found
to lack it. It is reported in the journal
Science (May 6), by Drs. Philip Levine,
May Backer, Milton Wigod, and Ruth
Ponder, of the Blood Testing Laboratory,
Ortho Research Foundation, Raritan, N. J.,
and the Nassau Hospital Laboratory in
Mineola, N. Y.

Discovery of this new blood factor was
due, however, to the fact that one woman
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did lack it and because of that her blood
was incompatible with that of her infant,
resulting in illness in the baby. The new
factor which 99.8% of the population has
is named for this one woman who did not
have it. It is called by its discoverers the
Cellano factor.

A list of Cellano negative blood is being
prepared. Such blood would be essential
for use in transfusions of those rare per-
sons whose blood is incompatible with
Cellano positive blood and also for their
babies who may be ill as a result of having
Cellano negative mothers.
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Remedies for Fungus llls

» REMEDIES which speed up the cure of
common fungus infections of the skin, hair
and nails were reported to the meeting of
the Medical Society of the State of New
York in Buffalo, by Dr. Frederick Reiss of
New York.

Accepted fungus-killing agents were com-
bined with a skin-penetrating chemical
which resulted in more rapid cures than
was possible with other fungicidal remedies.
Dr. Reiss’ “new vehicle” was particularly
effective in stepping-up the cure of ring-
worm of the nails in which they become
white, thickened, soft and brittle.

Ringworm of the scalp responded dra-
matically to another remedy, podophyllin,
which comes from American mandrake or
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May-apple root. This is an old Indian
remedy which some years ago went on trial
as an anti-cancer drug.

Results with podophyllin were remark-
able. A cure was obtained in one patient in
a week, Dr. Reiss reported. Others began to
improve in three or four days, the Wood
light test showed.

Trial of a compound containing nitrogen,
zinc and sulfur was successful in most
treatments of the parasitically-produced skin
diseases. Dr. Reiss found it was especially
valuable in the cure of a condition which
is characterized by scaling, patches on the
shoulders, chest, upper back and upper
abdomen.
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Spinach Not Most Disliked

» ALTHOUGH much-joked about spinach
is high on the list of foods pushed aside
and not eaten by college freshmen, it is
better liked than broccoli and asparagus.

The latter two vegetables were eliminated
from the diet, either because of dislike or
allergy, 35 times by the 595 freshmen whose
eating habits were studied by Drs. Clara
B. Young and Clara A. Storvick, of the
School of Home Economics, Oregon State
College. Liver was eliminated 77 times and
heads the list of disliked foods.

The college boy eats more nourishing
meals than does the co-ed. He eats better
if he eats in a boarding house than if he
gets his meals in a private home. The

contrary is true of girls; they eat better in
a home.

The college freshman, in general, is well
fed. Nearly two-thirds of the students eat
a fair diet, 19% have good diet and only
17% have poor diet.

The popular picture of the college fresh-
man as living on candy bars and cokes was
exploded by this survey. Average intake of
sweets was found to be the equivalent of
two candy bars a week, the range being
from none to as many as 28 bars weekly.
Average consumption of carbonated bever-
ages was approximately three glasses week-
ly; some drank none while the most was
21 glasses a week or three a day.
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Breakfast is neglected by some students.
Although 76% eat breakfast every day,
15% ate breakfast only one to six times a
week and 9% did not bother with breakfast
at all.

In general, the student who does not eat
breakfast has a poorer diet than those who
eat this morning meal. Of the 452 who
start the day with breakfast, 22% have a
good diet and only 14% a poor diet, the
rest being in the “fair” pigeonhole. Of those
who eliminate breakfast, 43% eat a poor
diet and only 4% a good diet.

Details of the food-habits survey of col-
lege freshmen are reported in the JournaL
OF THE AMERICAN DIETETIC AssOCIATION
(April).
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BIOLOGY
Explode Theory That There
Are Less Live Male Births

» THE widely-held idea that boy babies
are less likely to survive the pre-birth
period and be born alive was exploded by
study of the 5,787 fetuses in the collection
of the Carnegie Institution of Washington,
the result of miscarriages in the third to
the seventh month of pregnancy.

There is no tendency for a higher pro-
portion of males among the younger
fetuses, reports Dr. Christopher Tietze, in
Human Brorocy (Sept. 1948). He found
no evidence that the sex ratio at the be-
ginning of pregnancy is materially different
from the approximately 106 boys to 100
girls who survive to a safe birth.

“Hypotheses based upon a heavy excess
mortality of males during the previable
period would seem to be in need of revi-
sion,” Dr. Tietze concludes.
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ACOUSTICS
You Speak More Slowly in
Large than in Small Room

> YOU SPEAK more slowly in a large
room than in a small one and you raise
your voice so that you speak louder in a
small room with less reverberation.

This was shown when 23 men read 12
test phrases into a microphone connected
with a meter that registered the intensity
of the voice and the length of time of
reading. The experiment was conducted
in eight rooms of differing size, shape and
reverberation time.

Shape of the room did not affect either
the speed of reading or the voice intensity.
But both the size of the room and the
reverberation, due to the sound treatment
of the rooms, were important.

Results of the experiment were reported
to the meeting of the Acoustical Society of
America in New York by Dr. John W.
Black, of Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio.
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