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Toadstool Is Mushroom

» BRIGHT flowers and uncurling fern
leaves are not the only spring offerings of
woods and fields. A lower order of plants,
the fleshy fungi, puts in its sudden and puck-
ish appearances, popping up from the
damp leaf-mold and out of the moist sod
after every night of rain. They challenge
us to gather and cook and eat, and at the
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same time warn of toxic tummy-aches, if
not worse.

How to tell the good from the bad, in
this group of plants, is a practical and peren-
nial spring problem. Every person with any
local reputation for a knowledge of na-
ture lore is certain to be asked, many times,
“How can I tell mushrooms from toad-
stools?”

The answer is easy. If it has a more or
less round cap and a supporting stalk it
is a mushroom. It is also a toadstool. The
words are synonyms; either designates a
fungus of that description.

Such an answer, however, is bound to
leave the questioner unsatisfied. To him,
“mushroom” means a fleshy fungus that
is good to eat; “toadstool” one that is
poisonous. Learning that he has been under
a misapprehension regarding the actual
meaning of the words only adds to his
confusion, and certainly does not solve his
problem. What he wants to know is: Can
I, or can’t I, safely eat this thing?

Unfortunately, there is no safe rule-of-
thumb for distinguishing between edible
and poisonous mushrooms—or toadstools
Poisonous species do not turn silver spoons
black. Whether the skin of the cap peels
off easily or not is no criterion. Nor is a
black underside of the cap a sign of danger;
indeed, the common mushroom offered for
sale on the market is black underneath,
and the deadliest of all mushrooms, the
amanitas, are innocently white! You just
have to learn your mushrooms, species by
species—or get acquainted with a compe-
tent botanist.

It is easy, however, to identify the ama-
nitas, which are at once the commonest and
most dangerous of all the poisonous mush-
rooms. If the stalk arises out of a cup at
the base, and is encircled with a loose ring
of fungus tissue, then it is an amanita,
and should be shunned. Some other mush-
rooms have cup only, or ring only; ama-
nitas have both.
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AMERICAN FouNnpaTiONs aND THEIR Fi1ELDs—
Wilmer Shields, Rich and Neva R. Deardorff,
Eds.—Raymond Rich Associates, 6th ed. 284
p., $6.00. Revision of this standard reference
book giving purposes, methods of operation,
direct activities and financial data, of Ameri-
can foundations.

THe A. R. R. L. ANTENNA Book—The Ameri-
can Radio Relay League, sth ed. 288 p., illus.,
paper, $1.00. Latest information on principles

of antennas and transmission lines and
specific designs for the various amateur
bands.

BiocHemicaL EvoLution — Marcel Florkin,
edited, translated and augmented by Sergius
Morgulis—Academic Press, 157 p., illus,
$4.00. Intended to show that evolution and
the classification of animals can be con-
sidered from a biochemical viewpoint.
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The ground you stand on is your best
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proof—Termiteproof and Fireproof. Book
based largely on findings of the Bureau of
Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural En-
gineering. Low Building and Upkeep costs.

“HOUSES OF EARTH”

42.page booklet containing complete build-

ing instruction and 18 illustrations. Mailed

upon receipt of $1.00. Add postage foreign
orders.
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“E” Galvanometer Saves
Space And Time In Lab

Calibrating reference junction coils is one
of the many ways in which we use the Type
E Galvanometer in our own plant. Formerly

requiring a wall-type galvanometer, this
routine operation is now carried out more
conveniently, in less space, with the Type E.
Comract and self-contained, Type E is the
“just right” answer—in sensitivity and speed
—for a variety of null measurements.
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